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THE UNVEILED EVANGEL 


I 
THE UNVEILED EVANGEL 


“ For therein is revealed a righteousness of God.”’— 
Romans i. 17 (R.V.). 


*ERMONS are often preached upon the noble 
words, ‘‘I am not ashamed of the Gospel.” 
And usually the reason is expounded, “ for it is 
the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth.”’ But all too seldom is it shown why 
the Gospel is such a power. What is the explana- 
tion of its supreme effectiveness ? My text is the 
answer: ‘ For therein is revealed a righteousness 
of God.” That is the secret of its force. 

I. There is “a righteousness of God.’’ What 
are we to understand by this so characteristically 
Pauline expression? Certainly, as I believe, 
it does not describe the personal character of God, 
That is how some interpret it, but the context re- 
fuses to confirm such an exposition. Moreover 
there is no article attached to the word “ righte- 
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ousness ’’ in the original: a fact which is, in the 
judgment of the best scholars, decisive against 
such an interpretation. The character of our all- 
wise and all-loving God is revealed in the Gospel ; 
but that is not the reference of this particular 
text. 

Suffer me to expound the true signification of 
these words by quoting three great expositors. 
Dean Vaughan says that by “a righteousness of 
God’”’ we are to understand ‘‘ The state or 
character of one who is righteous in God’s sight.”’ 
Dr. Beet explains it thus, ‘‘ A state in which God’s 
approval is enjoyed.’ John Wesley’s annota- 
tion is as follows: ‘‘ The expression means, the 
whole benefit of God through Christ for the salva- 
tion of a sinner.” 

What anevangel this! Verily this is good news. 
There is “a righteousness of God.’ God has 
devised a method of bringing sinful men into a 
state of acceptance, favour, salvation. The 
Gospel is the power of God unto salvation because 
it is laden, surcharged, with “‘a righteousness 
of God.” 

Let us emphasize gladly and lovingly the term 
“of God.” It is distinctly God’s gift. Man 
never dreamed of it. Man never devised it. 
Man never lent it effectiveness. Truly it is 
exclusively God’s_ benefit. No other phrase 
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can do justice to it. It is “a righteousness of 
God.” 

Are we all awake to the wonderful fact, the one 
hope of a sinful world, that there is ‘‘ a righteous- 
ness of God’? God has executed a plan for 
receiving guilty men into His uttermost favour. 
We need such “a righteousness.’’ None can 
compass his own salvation. The problem for 
every man is, How can he be accepted of God ? 
Soon or late that problem must emerge upon our 
consideration. Inthe Gospel the solution of that 
ineffable problem is disclosed. It brings us “a 
righteousness of God.”” It proclaims how we may 
know ourselves approved of God. It brings glad 
tidings of the way of salvation. Do you appreciate 
“ the righteousness of God’’? Have you accepted 
it? The gladdest message which ever flashed 
upon our disquieted conscience is this—it is our 
only resource and our ample resource—there 
is ‘“‘a righteousness of God.” 

2. It is “ revealed.” That word “ revealed ” 
is a splendid and impressive word. Dean Vaughan, 
whom I have just quoted, renders it “‘ is in process 
of unveiling.’’ God’s great scheme of salvation 
was veiled. It was hid from the eyes of all living. 
For ages it was all unperceived. But now, thank 
God, an unveiling has taken place. The obscur- 
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ing curtain is drawn aside. Strictly it is “in 
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process of unveiling.”’ Gradually the veil is being 
lifted and we are beholding the precious treasure 
of “a righteousness of God.” 

God’s way of salvation is a revelation. It is 
not a discovery of human science, or study. As 
John Wesley says, it was ‘‘ Wholly unknown to 
Nature.” A veil concealed it even from longing 
eyes. Oh, that inexorable veil! Impenetrable 
and disconcerting it was. No eagle-eye could 
pierce its awful folds. It was not only unknown 
to Nature, but it was unknown to the Law. In 
the Mosaic days many coveted to behold the 
righteousness of God but the veil drooped between 
it and their saddened eyes. Strange mystery 
was the veiling of the evangel from a myriad 
eager eyes in ages past. 

But, oh, the welcome, the beneficent change 
which has ensued! Nowit is unveiled. It is “in 
process of unveiling.” How? By its reception 
among men. Everywhere mankind is receiving 
God’s great salvation. Universal experience is 
universal revelation. Wherever a soul accepts 
God’s method of reconciliation the righteousness 
of God is unveiled. Daily and hourly, at home 
and abroad, the thrilling process of unveiling 
is going on. And it is unveiled—this wonderful 
method of salvation—by its operation in men. 
How it transforms! How it assuages fear | 
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What peace it imparts! How it cleanses and 
renews the soul! With what good hope it invests 
the life! The real nature of the righteousness 
of God is in process of being unveiled in all evan- 
gelical experience the wide world over. What an 
unveiling! And what a process of unveiling ! 

Has the Divine salvation been unveiled to you ? 
Is it continually in process of being unveiled ? 
Let us all pray for eyes to see this wonderful 
“righteousness of God,” and for hearts to ex- 
perience it more and more. 

3. It is revealed in the Gospel. ‘‘ Therein is 
revealed a righteousness of God.” The reference 
of that “therein ”’ is close at hand. It is ‘“‘ the 
- Gospel’”’ (v. 16). Paul was ‘‘not ashamed of 
the Gospel.”” Why? “It is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth” 
(v. 16). What is the reason of this? ‘“ For 
therein is revealed a righteousness of God.” 

Very significant is that “ therein.”” The Gospel 
contains God’s method of salvation. The Gospel 
alone contains the precious deposit. It has an 
awful yet lovely monopoly of it. And in the 
Gospel that method of salvation is continually 
being unveiled. Nowhere else is it to be dis- 
cerned. Here it is always to be seen. 

No wonder, then, that it is “‘ the power of God 
unto salvation.’’ God has ensphered His salva- 
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tion within it. Nor can we be surprised that Paul 
was “‘not ashamed of the Gospel.’ Ashamed ! 
Nay, verily, ‘for therein is a righteousness of 
God revealed.” The tragical wonder is that any 
should ever be ashamed of the Gospel which 
holds such a content. In this our day we, too, 
must not be ashamed of the Gospel. There is 
now, asin the centuries past, no other ‘“‘ power of 
God unto salvation,”’ for now, as of old, “ therein ”’ 
alone is God’s method of reconciliation unveiled. 
I fear too many are ashamed of the one thing 
there is no need to be ashamed of. Why is the 
old way of salvation, which is still the only way of 
salvation, all too seldom preached? It is as 
true to-day as it ever was that ‘therein is a 
righteousness of God revealed.” Then it is 
criminal to suppress the evangel. 

Do we all accept the Gospel ? Do we see its 
wondrous revelation? God has devised means 
that His banished ones be not expelled from Him. 
If we reject the old Gospel we shall find no sub- 
stitute for it. ‘‘ Therein’’ alone is the way of 
salvation unveiled. Preach we it, fellow preachers, 
with all confidence and with all love, and with all 
urgency! And I beseech my hearers this very 
moment to accept the one Gospel of salvation. 
Oh, do not either reject summarily or postpone 
your acceptance of the only word of eternal life. 
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“ God for a guilty world hath died.” He died for 
you. Accept that atonement, and you are for- 
given all that is past, you are made righteous 
before God, your nature is regenerated, you area 
child of God, you are an heir of heaven. That is 
the Gospel. And “therein’’ is unveiled the 
Divinely-planned salvation. Turn away from this 
Gospel and no ‘“‘ modern thought,” or ‘“ new 
theology,’’ can reveal a system by which your 
guilty soul can be saved from eternal woe. 

O glorious Gospel of the blessed God; we will 
by grace accept the uttermost salvation it un- 
veils ! 

4. It is revealed as conditional. Can the righte- 
ousness of God be obtained on any terms? In 
no wise. Itis“ by faith unto faith ” (v.17, R.V.). 
Faith is the one indispensable condition of 
God’s revealed salvation. “By faith” it is 
received. This ‘faith’ is nothing else than 
personal reliance. When, and not till then, I 
cast myself reliantly upon the Atoning Saviour I 
am received into the favour of God, I am saved. 
The terms of the Gospel never change. The 
summons of the Gospel is always to faith. And 
the promise of the Gospel is that the Spirit of 
God will inspire this faith in all who askit. Never 
by merits or by morality, never by ecclesiastical 
ordinances, or by orthodoxy of opinion—precious 
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as these are—but always by personal trust, is the 
salvation of God enjoyed. 

It begins in faith. ‘‘ By faith.’’ And it re- 
sults in faith, for it is “‘ wnto faith.” Dr. Wey- 
mouth renders it “‘ Depending on faith and tend- 
ing to produce faith.’’ Faith fosters faith. The 
more a soul relies upon the Redeemer the more it 
resolves to rely upon Him. There is a self-multi- 
plying power in saving faith. ‘‘ By faith unto 
faith’ is the programme of salvation from the 
sinner’s point of view. 

Christian experience endorses this. Faith is 
fruitful after its kind. Faith groweth evermore 
“unto faith.” Is thisso with us? “ Your faith 
groweth exceedingly.” Can this be avowed of 
us? Always may our reliance upon our Saviour 
deepen and strengthen. “ By faith unto faith ” 
may we pass the time of our sojourning here. Be 
it the great note of our preaching, and of our 
living, that Gospel salvation is “by faith unto 
faith.’”” Away with all delusive ideas of self- 
salvation! By reliance and never by meritorious 
works are we saved. As Bishop Moule so 
well puts it of the sinner, “‘ This reliance is to 
be his part, first, last, midst, and without 
end.” 

“Dost thou believe on the Son of God?” 
Do you experience salvation ‘by faith unto 
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faith?’ Cast away every resting-place, and this 
accepted hour recline upon the bosom that was 
wounded for you. 

5. This revelation is in harmony with Scripture. 
“ As it is written ”’ is the very congruous addition 
which the Spirit-illumined teacher makes to 
what has been pondered. St. Paul confirmed 
everything from the Sacred Book. Here he 
adduces a sentence from Habakkuk in which we 
have the germ of the great doctrine of Evangelical 
salvation, ‘‘ The just shall live by faith.” That 
faith is the one secret of salvation is the ultimate 
message of the Old Testament. And it is con- 
sistently the avowal of the New Testament. 
“ He that believeth on the Son of God hath eternal 
life ’’ is the Saviour’s own word. And the doctrine 
dominates the Bible. 

How far Habakkuk saw into his own oracle we 
cannot tell—perhaps he discerned far more deeply 
and clearly than many choose to assert. But 
what the Holy Ghost intended us to see in the 
oracle is manifest from the context of Paul, His 
inspired expositor: ‘‘ The just shall live by 
faith.” He shall by faith live a conscious, a 
satisfying, and an eternal life. 

Brothers, cherish that ‘‘as it is written!” 
Cleave to Scripture doctrine. Rest on what is 
assuredly the Word of God. Salvation is by 
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faith alone. God’s Word and not man’s guesses 
must be our perpetual guide. 

6. Itis revealed that we may escape God’s anger. 
Observe in but a closing word how vividly and 
powerfully the following verse enunciates this 
truth. ‘‘ For the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteous- 
ness of men, who hold down the truth in unrighte- 
ousness”’ (v. 18, R.V.). ‘“‘ The wrath of God is 
unveiled ”’—it is the same word as in the preceding 
verse. There are two unveilings. Salvation is 
unveiled. God’s wrath is also unveiled. God’s 
holy anger is to flame from heaven against all 
human sin. It is unveiled, but do you perceive 
it? Believe none who say that God’s anger will 
not blaze forth upon impenitent sinners at last. 
“The wrath of God is unveiled.’’ Read God’s 
Word, His fearful but gracious Word, and you 
will see it. 

Whilst yet you have opportunity escape that 
assuredly-revealed wrath by accepting the evangel 
which in the Gospel is so charmingly unveiled. 


Il 
THE CELESTIAL INTERPRETATION 


“No prophecy of the Scripture is of any private 
interpretation.” —2 PETER i, 20, 


HIS is one of the most misunderstood texts 

in the Bible. What a series of sermons 

might be preached upon the misconceived texts 

of Scripture! It might be almost interminable, 

but it would be very valuable. If I were preach- 

ing such a series this text is one of the first I 
should endeavour to essay. 

The usual idea associated with the text is that 
an individual has no right to interpret the Bible 
for himself. It has been freely quoted by our - 
Roman Catholic friends, and has been deemed 
one of their greatest bulwarks against Protestant- 
ism. Protestants have always taught the right 
of private judgment in the reading of the Bible. 
We hold this to be our birthright. We believe 
every man has the right to interpret the Bible 


for himself. Our Roman Catholic friends reply 
re 
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that no man has a right to interpret it for himself: 

they assert that there is an official interpretation : 
they virtually place the Church above the Bible : 
and they frequently cite these words, ‘‘ No pro- 
phecy of the Scripture is of any private interpre- 
tation.” Probably this text has done more to 
discourage Protestant Bible readers than has any 
word of Scripture. 

But, I venture to assert, that this arises from a 
mistaken idea of these words. And it may be 
affirmed that the best scholarship sustains this 
contention. What, then, does the text mean ? 
Let us first of all seek to be clear as to the real 
force of its terminology. 

“The Scripture’ is an expression which de- 
mands no definition. It describes our Bible as 
we know it to-day. But what is the meaning of 
the word “prophecy”? We have, perhaps, too 
much restricted it to the idea of foretelling. That 
is not essential to the conception of the word. 
“Prophecy ’”’ is in its root-idea a forth-telling. 
It means the telling-forth of God’s messages. A 
communication may be as truly a prophecy when 
it is not a fore-telling as when it is. Its essence 
is not in its reference to futurity. 

The text claims that Scripture is made up of 
prophecy: it is all prophecy: all the writing is 
constituted of God’s messages. Scripture is a 
golden casket filled with prophecy. 

And what is the significance of that “ of” ? 
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I believe it is equivalent to “the result of.” 
“No prophecy of the Scripture is of any private 
interpretation.” It is not the result of any 
private interpretation. The “interpretation’’ 
refers not tothe expounding of Scripture but to its 
origination. The prophecy of Scripture is not 
what it_is because it represents an individual’s 
interpretation of things. Dr. Weymouth’s ren- 
dering of the sentence is admirable. ‘‘ No pro- 
phecy of Scripture will be found to have come 
from the prophet’s own prompting.’’ And the 
verse which follows tells us how it came to be: 
“For no prophecy ever came by the will of man, 
but men spake from God, being moved by the 
Holy Ghost.” 

Scripture is not a private interpretation. It is 
acelestialinterpretation. That is the true view of 
the Bible. Sothetext, rightly understood, gives 
no death-blow to private interpretation. It 
asserts that Scripture is not human in its ultimate 
origin. It is God’s interpretation, not man’s. 
We often hear of certain statements of Scripture ~ 
as representing David’s opinion, or Paul’s opinion, 
or Peter’s opinion. Yet, strictly speaking, we 
have no man’s opinion in those Holy Writings. 
It is all God’s interpretation of things. No pro- 
phecy of the Scripture represents an individual’s 
interpretation: men spake as they were moved 
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by the Holy Ghost. That is, I believe, the noble 
thought with which this text is charged. 

1. Scripture is not human in its ultimate origin. 
Never did we more need to realize and to assert 
this than now. The Bible is a celestial inter- 
pretation and no private interpretation. These 
oracles do not merely express the views of human 
writers. Were the Bible only such, how could 
we build our lives upon it? But the men who 
penned the Book were borne upon a floodtide of 
inspiration: they “spake from God.” The 
Bible being of such a quality we can stake our 
all upon it. 

John Wesley thus annotates the text: “It is 
not any man’s own word. It is God, not the 
prophet himself, who thereby interprets things 
till then unknown.” 

More and more does this conception of the 
Bible possess and enthral me. Its Divine origin 
is clearly to be inferred from itself. More and 
always more as we read it do intellect, and heart, 
and conscience accordantly declare it to be of 
God. It is no ‘private interpretation.” It 
springs from something very different from man’s 
philosophy. It throbs with Divine Inspiration. 

The modern Church greatly needs to perceive 
this and to proclaimit. Is there not an abatement 
of the joyous enthusiasm for the Bible even 


THE CELESTIAL INTERPRETATION 15 


among many Christian people? The so-called 
modern view of Scripture is largely responsible for 
this tragical subsidence. The old glad certitude 
concerning the Divine origin of the Bible is all 
too rare. It is entirely compatible with the 
highest culture and learning. Those who be- 
lieved it in the older day were men of sounder 
learning than most who repudiate it to-day. 
O that we may recover the old assurance that 
“no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private 
interpretation.” 

It were easy to ask many questions concerning 
the human authorship of the Bible. I do not 
now urge any theory as to how “men spake 
from God.’ Some appear to have had almost 
a revelation (so confident are they) that the 
language of the Bible is not given by God. I 
can but say that the more I read the Book 
the more I am inclined to say ‘‘Can that 
wonderful literature, that vocabulary which is 
the despair of Shakespeare and Tennyson, andthe | 
world to which our masters of literature have 
looked, be of purely human origin?” The 
unique literary quality of the Bible seems to 
imply its Divine origin. 

But for no theory of inspiration do we press. 
It is for the fact of the plenary inspiration of the 
Bible we contend. Inno part is it “‘ of private in- 
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terpretation.’’ This book is only intermediately of 
man: its finalfountisGod. Believe that and you 
will be crowned with the flaming joy in the Word 
of God which made our fathers in the faith to be 
illustrious. 

2. Scripture is a Divinely-given Interpretation 
of things. An Interpretation indeed it is. And 
adequately it interprets, because it is not a 
“private ’’ Interpretation, It is “an inter- 
preter one of a thousand.”’ And what does it not 
interpret ? Says Thomas Goodwin: “ The Holy 
Ghost hath vast aims in writing of the Scripture.” 
Yes, vast indeed are the aims and they have vast 
realizations ! 

The Bible is a celestial Interpretation of God. 
Wouldst thou know God? Then peruse the 
prophecies of Scripture. The theology of the 
Bible is sufficient to prove its divinity. What 
we here read of God cannot be any man’s inter- 
pretation. No individual could interpret God 
as He is interpreted in these pages. Only God 
could reveal God. What a God is the God of the 
Bible! How could the idea of the Holy Trinity 
originate with man? The conception over- 
whelms the intellect and yet it gives satisfaction 
tothe intellect. It is as precious as it is myster- 
ious. Whata God is the God of the Bible! So 
infinitely strong, and yet so gentle that His eyes 
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are full of tears. So far and yet so near that 
there is no cottage in any courtyard where He is 
not to be found. What a God is the God of the 
Bible! Sovereign of sovereigns yet a Father to 
all penitent and trustful souls. Such an inter- 
pretation of God is in Scripture as leaves all 
other interpretations far behind. 

The Bible is a celestial Interpretation of /fe. 
All our modern problems are anticipated there, 
and their solution is at least suggested in it. 
“What is man?” is a question never more 
earnestly uttered than now. And in Scripture 
is the deepest and most satisfying answer. You 
cannot explain man chemically or scientifically : 
the final explanation must be theological. How 
the Bible interprets man! It shows him to be 
more than matter, and more than mind, an 
everlasting spirit veiled in clay and quivering 
upon the verge of eternity. He is no mere cluster 
of atoms but, through grace, a son of God. 

So the Bible grandly interprets the world in. 
which man dwells. Was it ever so sublimely 
interpreted as it is therein? Iam prepared that 
the Bible should stand or fall by its interpretation 
of the material world. Truly it cannot be a 
“ private ’’ interpretation. 

Magnificent is the Scripture interpretation of 
man’s destiny. It tells me I am not the sport of 

Cc 
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chance. Iam being educated, trained, disciplined 
for a grander sphere. Through the dust of death 
I may pass to eternal glory. 

Equally wonderful is the Bible’s interpretation 
of sin. There are those who say that evangelical 
teachers make too much of sin. According to 
Scripture you cannot make too much of the direful 
entity. Ifa man is wrong about sin he is wrong 
about everything. Sin drugs us, poisons our 
blood, puts a tang of bitterness into our life. 
How the Bible analyses it, pursues it, shows the 
way of escape from it ! 

And the interpretation of salvation is the Bible’s 
finest achievement. It is its crowning glory. 
I cannot read more than two chapters of Genesis 
before I find God’s great Plan for the absolution 
and remission of our sins. I see my Saviour 
everywhere in the sacred Book. And I discover 
that repenting and relying upon Him, He will 
not give me up till He has cleansed every spot from 
my defiled robes and made me a happy child of 
God, at home with Him in Heaven for evermore. 

Assuredly “no prophecy of the Scripture is of 
any private interpretation.”’ Come ye to this 
Book for the deepest and truest interpretation 
of things. ‘‘Search the Scriptures.” And you 
will find rest unto your souls and to your intel- 
lects in the many-coloured wisdom of God, 
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3. All Scripture is Divinely Authoritative. 
Emphatic indeed is that “no.’’ Is there any 
prophecy of the Scripture which is of private 
interpretation? The answer of my text is absolute 
and final ‘‘ No prophecy.”’ From cover to cover 
the Bible is a Divine Interpretation. Its in- 
spiration is not intermittent, and partial; it is 
continuous and complete. There is development 
in its teaching and that teaching is ‘“‘ by divers 
portions and in divers manners,’ but in no single 
part of the sacred volume is it a “ private inter- 
pretation.” 

It is necessary that we testify in these times 
to the Divine Authority of all Scripture. We 
contend for our very life when as Churches we 
fight for this. Woe to those who seek to disin- 
tegrate the impregnable Rock of Holy Scrip- 
ture ! 

Let us prize, dearly prize, this Celestial Inter- 
pretation. It were perilous to a soul to neglect 
it. As Philip Henry affirmed “ All grace grows . 
as love to the Word of God grows.”’ 

4. Christians are assured of the Divinity of 
Scripture. “‘ Knowing this,” says St. Peter, 
himself a man speaking from God. ‘‘ Knowing 
this ’’ means not only being aware of this, but 
bearing itin mind. Aware of it and always realiz- 
ing it—that is the force of the expression “ know- 
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ing this.” God’s people realize and ever keep in 
mind that “no prophecy of the Scripture is of 
any private interpretation.’ That is the ideal 
attitude of the Christian Church towards the 
Bible. Our “ knowing this’’ must sound out. 
We must meet scepticism not only with argument 
but with attestation. By searching the Scriptures, 
by living in their atmosphere, by ceaseless prayer, 
by daily experience of their practical power, 
we may know of a surety how entirely of God is 
every prophecy of the Scripture. 

5. The Divine origin of Scripture is a truth of 
primary importance. Thisis to be known “ first ” 
according to the pungent fashioning of my text. 
How deeply significant is that “first’”’ It is the 
primary conviction of Christians. I believe this 
“first ’’ refers alike to importance and to time. 
We must know it “first”? as to importance. 
Nothing isso momentous. If we are all unsure of 
the Bible’s quality then the foundations are taken 
away. Everything is contingent upon the Divine 
authority of the Bible. Brothers, Do we know 
this ‘‘ first”? I fear that many know it last 
rather than “ first.’”’ And for this reason many 
are hesitant, half-hearted, timorous. No subject 
of Christian thought and testimony is of such 
supreme importance as the absolute Inspiration 
and entire authority of Scripture. O let us pray 
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that “knowing this first’? may be the watch- 
word of the Catholic Church of Christ. 

And if this be “‘ first ’’ in importance it must be 
also “ first’ in time. Be this the earliest assur- 
ance of our children. Parents see to it that it is! 
Let our converts be “ first’ instructed in this. 
No doctrine should have precedence of this, for 
all doctrines depend upon this. It is to be fer- 
vently desired that St. Peter’s “ first’? might 
like a strong trumpet arouse and penetrate the 
minds and hearts of men. 

““Whereunto ye do well that ye take heed” 
is the admonition of the previous verse. And it is 
a salutary word. Are we taking heed to this 
Celestial Interpretation? Do we accept the 
Divine Saviour who is here revealed? We do 
well to read it humbly and truthfully; to obey 
it with absolute devotion ; to test all things by its 
teachings. 

Eternal praise to God for this “lamp that 
shineth in a dark place.’ To it we will give 
grateful heed ‘‘ until the day dawn, and the day 
star arise in our hearts.” 


III 
THE TREASURE SHRINED IN CHRIST 


“ For in Him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead 
bodily.””—CoL. ii. 9. 


OW wonderfully the treasure shrined in 

Christ is here depicted! And how with 

equal wonderfulness the mode of the enshrining 

is set forth! Our Lord’s personality is a casket 

of priceless gems. Be it our happy endeavour 
to estimate the wealth. 

1. The treasure which is shrined in Chwrist. 
Deity is shrined in Him. ‘In Him dwelleth all 
the fullness of the Godhead.” Carefully observe 
that great deep of a word ‘‘ Godhead.” It is 
indeed a word of vastness. It holds within 
itself incalculable spaces. This is the only place 
in which, in this form, the word is found in the 
Greek Testament. Itisan abstract term for the 
nature of God. Dr. Weymouth, with his accus- 
tomed accuracy, translates it ‘“‘God’s nature.” 
Never forget, I pray you, that the immense 
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nature of God. Its force is that it does not refer 
to God’s attributes or powers alone, but to His 
very nature. It is, I believe, the deepest word 
used in respect of our Lord in the whole of the 
New Testament. Itisthe most unequivocal claim 
for the proper deity of Christ ever made. There 
is no resisting its profound implications. 

When it is asserted that ‘‘ Godhead’”’ dwells 
in Christ it is affirmed that He possesses the very 
nature of God. There is no God anywhere if 
He be not God. It recalls to us our Lord’s own 
word; surely one of the deepest words which 
were ever uttered by those lips from which issued 
so many profound words: “I and the Father 
areone.’’ Not one in office, or one insympathy, 
but one in nature; for the word “ one”’ is really 
“ one thing ”’: Christ claimed to possess the very 
nature of God the Father. Nothing less than 
proper Deity is implied in the use of this immense 
word ‘‘ Godhead.” — 

Some say ‘‘ Christ is God to our consciousness,” 
but that is a misleading expression. He is God 
whether to our consciousness or not. Some de- 
clare ‘‘ Christ has the value of God,” but that too 
is aspecious affirmation. He is God absolutely. 
The ardent and ineffable jewel of the Divine nature 
burns in the being of Christ. ‘‘ In Him dwelleth 
—Godhead.” 
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Why lay such extreme stress upon our Lord’s 
Deity ? Because everything in evangelical Christ- 
ianity depends upon it. Disprove that and the 
rock upon which our religion rests immediately 
disintegrates. We are fighting for our very 
lives as Christians when we contend for the Deity 
of Christ. If He who hung upon yonder tree 
were not God, there is no Redemption, no 
Atonement for the guilty souls of men. Never 
was it more imperative than now to sound out 
clearly and unreservedly the Deity of our Saviour. 
The Nature of God is shrined in the Christ we 
trust. 

Amplitude of Deity is also shrined in Him. 
“‘ The fullness of the Godhead”’ findsits home in 
Christ. What a favourite word with St. Paul 
was that great word “fullness.” He delighted 
to utter it and to inditeit. It isan opulent word 
and made triumphant appeal to his generous 
nature. Inthe previous chapter the characteristic 
word is found, “ For it was the good pleasure of 
the Father that in Him should all the fullness 
dwell.”” A very interesting and recompensive 
Bible study might be made of St. Paul’s use of 
the boundless term “ fullness.”’ 

What is the scope of the word as it is found here ? 
Bishop Lightfoot’s exposition may well suffice 
us: “the totality of the divine attributes and 
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powers.’’ Has the Deity of Christ such ample 
amplitude? Verily every attribute of God 
is possessed by Christ; was when He was 
Incarnate here; and shall be for evermore. Let 
omniscience be our one instance. God has all- 
knowledge. Has Christ? Yes, and He always 
had. He did not disown the attestation of one 
who declared “‘ Lord, thou knowest all things.”’ 
Had He not known all things, I reverently submit 
He was in honour bound to have repudiated the 
confession. An insuperable argument for our 
Lord’s Deity may be constructed on the basis of 
what He did not deny, but tacitly accepted. 
There was but one point on which He ever sug- 
gested ignorance : had there been other items He 
surely would have avowed them. How precious 
the thought of Christ’s all-knowledge! That 
sovereign attribute of God is His by native right. 
There is deep intellectual rest for us all in that. 
Whatever He affirms needs no proving. All 
He says must be true because He says it. To. 
accept that position isto achieve a mental satis- 
faction not otherwise to be found. 

Do all the powers of God appertain to Christ ? 
Again assuredly yes. He wields all the forces 
deific. Let forgiveness be our welcome example. 
The supreme power of God is the power to forgive. 
Only God can do this. Does this supremely 
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beneficent power belong to Christ ? He claimed 
to exercise it when He dwelt on the earth. He 
declared ‘‘ The Son of man hath power on earth ” 
—where it is so sorely needed—“ to forgive sins.” 
Then He must be God. Multitudes have proved 
beyond dispute that Christ still possesses that 
power. All may demonstrate it for themselves. 
O how “the fullness of the Godhead ”’ dwells in 
our Saviour. His is no pallid reflection of God. 
He is in no sense a minor Deity. He is “ the very 
image of God’s person.” Amplitude of Deity 
is shrined in Him. 

As if all this were not enough St. Paul adds that 
absolute completeness of Deity abides in Christ. 
Observe well that little but stupendous word 
“all.” There is no loophole for scepticism. 
The ground is cut from beneath the feet of the 
doubter. As Thomas Goodwin has it, there is 
“the fullness of fullness in Christ.” 

The cumulative force of the inspired testimony 
is illimitable. ‘‘ Godhead ’’; “ the fullness of the 
Godhead’”’; ‘‘ all the fullness of the Godhead.” 
It is indeed a marvellous inventory of the un- 
speakable treasure which is shrined in our Saviour. 
There is no deeper sentence in all Scripture than 
this: ‘In Him dwelleth all the fullness of the 
Godhead.” 

It may be said that all this is theology. Truly. 
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And we cannot discharge the Christian obligation 
without theology. We require reasoned truth. 
We need the highest of sciences, that of God and 
of things Divine. We must have an intelligent 
Church, else how can we have a loyal witnessing 
Church ? Beware of untheological Christianity. 
And beware of an untheological Church. Such 
theological messages as my text are greatly needed 
in our day. It is good for mind and heart that 
we give attendance to such deep oracles. 

St. Paul was the greatest of Christian theologians, 
and in the text and its immediate context one of 
the most impressive features of his theology is 
disclosed. I allude to its intense practicality. 
St. Paul’s theology was sublime, intellectually 
and mystically. It could fly in the uppermost 
heights and be at home there. But it could 
walk the dusty road to be asweet and enhearten- 
ing companion of weary pilgrims. If my text 
is profound, it is rich in practical helpfulness. 
It begins with the logical term “for.” This great . 
theological affirmation is a reason for a counsel 
of conduct. The theology is to be expressed 
in character, the truth is to be wrought out in 
deed. St. Paul’s argument is that seeing Christ 
has such unsearchable riches we should allow 
nothing to divert us from Him. Really the text 
presents the solid reason for the admonition so 
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effectively uttered in the preceding verse. ‘‘ Take 
heed lest there shall be any one that maketh spoil 
of you” (v. 8, R.V.). Weneed that “ take heed.” 
Who that knows the plague of his own heart will 
disown the need? We are never safe till we 
are within the gates of pearl. But that of which 
we are to take heed demands special consideration, 
“lest there shall be any one that maketh spoil 
of you.” It is a dramatic and all but tragical 
word that word “maketh spoil.” Dr. Beet 
translates it “‘ making plunder.’ Thus the appeal 
would read ‘‘ Take heed lest there shall be any 
one making plunder of you.’’ The reference is to 
a bandit, a brigand. Beware of the theological 
and ethical highwayman! Take heed lest he 
make plunder of you! Such brigands are always 
on the prowl. If you do not maintain your 
vigilance you may be, ere you well realize your 
peril, laid hold of and swept away from your 
Saviour. And in a remarkable way St. Paul 
describes the methods of such _ brigands. 
‘‘ Through his philosophy ’’: his system of wisdom. 
His intellectual reasonings. None loved “ philo- 
sophy ’’ more than the great apostle did, but he 
distinguished between philosophy and philosophy. 
There is a perverted philosophy: a philosophy 
which is irreconcilably antagonized to the teach- 
ing of our Lord. Such philosophy is ‘‘ procuress 
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to the Lords of hell.” By such philosophy 
Christians are made plunder of. Except we 
take heed we shall be carried into captivity by it, 
we shall by it be diverted from our Saviour Christ. 
“Vain deceit ’”’ is another characterization. Some- 
thing which is not what it claims to be and cannot 
achieve for us what it professes to be able to 
achieve. That which is unreal. It is well de- 
scribed as “deceit.’”’ And as if that were not 
caustic enough it is called “vain”; empty; 
devoid of any real content. Surely it is an admir- 
able summary of much so-called “ modern 
religious thought.’ It is “ vain deceit.’’ Neither 
in our life nor in our death can it do for us what 
the glorious gospel of Christ can accomplish. 
Take heed lest by means of such teachings you 
are made plunder of! Beware lest by plausible 
but unreal theories you are estranged from your 
Saviour ! 

“ After the tradition of men,’’ so St. Paul further 
describes the modus of the brigands who would | 
decoy us from Christ. What is “tradition” ? 
It is something which is handed down, or handed 
on. Some teaching or custom which has de- 
scended from those who are gone. It may be 
good or it may be evil. Here it is distinctly evil. 
Teachings and observances which originated 
with men (certainly not with God) are handed 
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down from sires to sons. Error persists with 
stealthy persistence through the generations. 
Pestilential ideas are passed on from century 
to century. And these are oftimes used to sever 
us from Christ. By these we are made plunder 
of. Much of the so-called ‘‘advanced”’ re- 
ligious teaching of our day is nothing but “ the 
tradition of men.” Old arguments advanced by 
sceptics who are dead and gone are dressed in 
modern garb and presented as ‘‘ modern thought.”’ 
There is nothing modern about them except 
their dress. If the matter were not so serious it 
would be amusing tonotehowsome who retail ‘‘ the 
tradition of men” pose as theological pioneers. 
They pose falsely. There is no originality in their 
teachings. They are retailers of ‘‘the tradition 
of men.’’ Beware, I entreat you, lest by such 
deleterious revisions of ancient heresies you be 
diverted from the only Saviour. 

“The rudiments of the world”’ is yet another 
of St. Paul’s satirical and powerful phrases by 
which he represents the teachings which so fatally 
plunder the souls of men. ‘‘ Rudiments” are 
elementary things: things the very best you 
can say concerning them is that they are initial 
and crude. Is it not an apt description? Com- 
pare such teachings with the mighty doctrines 
of the Christian Faith and how elementary they 
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appear. Yet some who proclaim them call 
themselves “‘advanced.”’ No. They are in no 
wise “advanced.” They are behindhand alto- 
gether. They propagate ‘“‘ the rudiments of the 
world.” 

Let me re-echo St. Paul’s appeal. Let me 
urge his fervent and salutary admonition. ‘‘ Take 
heed lest there shall be any one that maketh 
spoil of you.” Many are endeavouring to 
execute the nefarious deed. O “take heed!” 
And again “‘ take heed! ”’ 

Why should we so vigilantly guard ourselves 
against being diverted from our Lord? The 
great logical satisfying answer is in my text: 
“ For in Him dwelleth all the fullness of the God- 
head.”” You can never find elsewhere what you 
find in Christ. There is no real rival to the 
Saviour. Where but in Him is “all the fullness 
of the Godhead” enshrined? What Christ is 
is the sovereign argument for loyalty to Him. 
When in Him alone such wealth abides, let nothing _ 
by any means divert you from Christ. 

Have any of you been separated from Him ? 
Has some one made plunder of you? Has a 
moral or a theological bandit made spoil of you ? 
Consider what you have lost. Return to Christ 
in penitent faith, and return now. Never can 
you find in another what you findin Him, “ For 
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in Him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead 
bodily.” 

Another great practical deduction is drawn 
from this profound theology in the succeeding 
verse. ‘“‘ And in Him ye are made full” (v. 10, 
R.V.). Union with the opulent Christ is the secret 
of a full life. All around us people are patheti- 
cally in quest of a full life. Life to them is so 
empty: so shallowat best. Only in Christ cana 
full life be found. ‘‘In Him ye are made full.” 
No earthly circumstances can give us a full life. 
No pleasures. Nooccupations. Noachievements. 
But we may transcend all limitation if we are in 
union with Christ. Draw constantly upon Him 
in whom “ the fullness” dwells. How significant 
is the association of ideas as disclosed in the 
R.V. rendering! ‘‘ In Him dwelleth all the full- 
ness’: “And in Him ye are made full.” Fullness 
from Christ’s fullness! We can never have His 
Divine fullness: but we can have a wonderful 
fullness of His Grace. We are ‘“‘ made full”’ in 
Him and in Him alone. What a privilege, what 
a glory, is union with Christ! And it is attain- 
able by all whose trust is in Him. ‘In Himye 
are made full”’ ; full of conscious forgiveness ; full 
of peace; full of power over sin; full of likeness 
to our Saviour; full of hopefulness. O blessed 
life! O unique secret of a full life! 
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If the text is great as theological doctrine it 
is equally great as a clue to the only life worth 
living. “Of His fullness have all we received, 
and grace in the place of grace.” 

2. The manner in which the treasure is shrined 
in Christ. Uniquely is all this wealth of Deity 
stored in the Saviour-God. ‘‘In Him”’ says 
this living oracle. But really it should be ‘in 
Him and in no other.’ Christ stands absolutely 
alone. There are no “potential Christs’”’ and 
never can be. It is sheer blasphemy to make 
Christ a flower of human nature’s stem. He is 
“very God of very God.” When asked to leave 
Christ we can but respond with the old inquiry, 
“To whom shall we go?” This age has many 
teachers who make it their endeavour to demon- 
strate the community of Christ with the human 
race—and He has a lovely community with the 
human race: but what our age most needs to 
be taught is the transcendency of Christ over 
humanity. He has no approximate peer. In | 
Him and in no other the fullness of the Godhead 
dwells. 

Permanently is the treasure shrined in Christ. 
Our English versions do not indicate the far- 
reaching meaning of this word ‘“ dwelleth.” 
Bishop Lightfoot translates it: ‘‘ has its fixed 
abode.” There is no danger of Christ being 
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divested of all His wealth. Never can He be 
impoverished. He is “ the same yesterday, and 
to-day, and for evermore.” You can safely 
trust in Christ. The years have no power over 
Him whose name is ‘“‘ The Father of eternity.” 
In the eternal past ‘‘ all the fullness of the God- 
head ”’ had its abode in Him. When on earth it 
was still homed in Him. At this moment it 
abides in Him. For ever and for evermore it 
has “its fixed abode” in Him. O believer in 
Christ you shall never be confounded ! 
Physically this riches is shrined. In some 
regards the final word of the text is the most 
amazing and glorious. “‘ For in Him dwelleth 
all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.” It hasa 
bodily expression. Once it had not, but since 
the wondrous Birth in Bethlehem it has been so. 
How it can be so is a consideration which intel- 
lectually overwhelms us. The mystery of the 
Incarnation is insoluble. It is a miracle, and 
you can never explain a miracle. Christianity 
accepts what it cannot explain. It believes what 
it cannot understand. Christianity is inseparable 
from miracle. There is no such thing as a non- 
miraculous Christianity. The New Testament 
is unconscious of such an entity. Christianity is 
based, broadly and deeply, upon miracle. And 
a most miraculous miracle is this, that in Christ 
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“ the fullness of the Godhead” dwells “ bodily.” 
He has carried a human body to God’s right hand: 
not the “‘ muddy vesture of decay,” which once 
He wore, but a glorious, a “spiritual” body. 
And He will at length give to all His children 
such a body as He now wears. When the body 
is a clog to the soul, remember that the exalted 
Christ has gone through the same experience. 
When the body is weak and weary and stricken 
with pain, cherish the same sweetly consolatory 
thought. In His present “bodily” state He 
“‘ feels afresh what every member bears.” 

Remember, too, what Bishop King wrote to a 
friend: ‘‘ I am to carry on the great work of the 
Incarnation.” Yes. That isour predestined work. 
Put the body to holy service: to the service of 
God and of man. Spend the body in ministra- 
tion. ‘‘ Glorify God in your body.” 

“ For in Him dwelleth all the fullness of the 
Godhead bodily.” 


IV 


A SALUTATION: FOREIGN YET NOT 
FOREIGN 


“Say ye unto your brethren, Ammi; and to your 
sisters, Ruhamah.’’—Hos. ii. 1. 


N impressive salutation! And an always 
seasonable one, though its terms fall 
strangely upon our unaccustomed ears. The 
foreign words of our English Bible are a deeply 
suggestive study. Sometimes those words are 
interpreted for us; but often they are left un- 
translated, as if to hint that all translation would 
be inadequate. Such foreign words will be easily 
recalled by Bible-readers. ‘“‘ Selah ’’—“‘ Think 
of that.” ‘‘Ammi Nadib’’—‘‘ The princely 
people.” “Talitha Cumi’—*‘ Little maid, 
arise.” ‘‘ Anathema, Maranatha ’’—‘‘ Accursed, 
the Lord cometh.” And here, the appeal of 
Hosea, ‘‘ Ammi—Ruhamah.”’ 

John Trapp, the learned Puritan, describes 
these as “‘sweet words.” And of a surety, I 
think, we shall agree with his comment. What 
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does ““Ammi’”’ mean? It is a masculine noun 
and signifies “‘My people.” A delightful salu- 
tation to believing brethren: ‘‘Say ye to your 
brethren, Ammi’’! Salute them by assuring 
them that they are God’s people. And what 
means the uncouth-sounding word, ‘ Ruha- 
mah?” It is a feminine noun, and signifies, 
“ Compassionated.”’ Keil and Delitzsch translate 
it “ Favoured.”’ Dr. Pusey’s beautiful rendering 
is ‘‘Tenderly pitied.’ Could ‘your sisters ”’ 
have a lovelier salutation? They are, of a 
truth, rightly designated as “‘sweet words.” 

How gracious the God Who enjoins His prophet 
to urge this salutation upon the people! Calvin 
paraphrases the “say ye’”’ thus: “‘ You can now 
safely testify this to one another.” If we study 
the salutation by the light. of grace it will be no 
foreign greeting to us in days to come. 

1. A Salutation of the Saved. “Say ye unto 
your brethren, Ammi; and to your sisters, 
Ruhamah.” Address them as the Lord’s saved . 
ones. This salutation is to be uttered to those 
who had been great sinners. But recently very 
different epithets were applied to them. No 
such greeting could have been offered them a 
while ago. In the previous chapter their wicked 
estate had been revealed in a terrible parable— 
far too terrible for public reading. It should be 
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read in private with shame, and penitence, and 
prayer. Instead of “Ammi,” “Zo Ammi” 
had been the designation. What a fearful ad- 
dition that ‘‘ Lo’’—‘‘ Not my people.” Rather 
than ‘“‘ Ruhamah,” it had been ‘‘ Lo ruhamah.” 
Oh, that ominous ‘“‘ Lo” !—“‘ Not compassion- 
ated.”” Thus in His righteous wrath had God sur- 
named the godless people. But now there is a 
gracious and wonderful change. The dread 
“Lo” has been eliminated. Those who were 
not God’s people have become God’s people. 
They who were not favoured are now “ tenderly 
pitied.” “‘Say ye unto your brethren, Ammi ; 
and to your sisters, Ruhamah.” This isa heart- 
ening salutation to all our brethren and sisters, 
but it is specially uplifting to some. From 
depths of sin and woe they have been saved. 
They who were aliens are now God’s people, and 
the one who had not obtained mercy can now 
say with Paul, ‘I obtained mercy.” 

Be ye sure to salute with loving ardour brethren 
and sisters who have been saved from peculiar 
trespass. And never lose heart concerning the 
vilest and worst, for to such it may yet be your 
joy to ring out the sweet salutation, ‘‘ Ammi: 
Ruhamah.” 

They had been apostates to whom this greeting 
was ordained. But now they were recovered 
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again. They had turned away from the holy 
commandment. They had backslidden with a 
terrible backsliding. Redeeming grace, however, 
had restored them. “My people. Tenderly 
pitied,” is the message of Love. How wonderfully 
the Lord can draw the prisoners from the pit 
into which they have relapsed! O thou who 
hast fallen again, sue for pardon again! They 
who have prostituted themselves after being 
numbered among the holy people, may hear again 
the welcome salutation, ‘“Ammi: Ruhamah.” 

This greeting was to be given to those who were 
consciously saved. Their hearts gave response to 
the delightful words. They knew it was so of 
a truth. The great sinners were greatly saved. 
The backsliding people were reinstated. It was 
no mere optimistic expression. They had the 
experience which corresponded to the salutation. 
Can we thus gratefully appropriate the ‘““Ammi ”’ 
and the “ Ruhamah ? ”’ 

How good a salutation is this! Do not let us 
forget the “Say ye”! Let us felicitate the saved 
upon their salvation. Surely we shall not be 
dumb concerning our happy spiritual state. 
- And do not let us overlook the “ ye.’’ All should 
salute all. Among those who are saved by grace 
mutual greeting should bring mutual blessing. 
“Your brethren’? need the ‘ Ammi.” What 
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will cheer and edify them amid all life’s losses and 
crosses like the assurance that they are God's 
people? They will then know assuredly that the 
Lord will not cast them off, either temporally or 
eternally. “‘ Your sisters’’ need the ‘ Ruha- 
mah.” Many of them have much of pain and 
loneliness and sadness, but to know that they are 
compassionated of God, and tenderly pitied of 
Him will assuage their bitterness of spirit and fill 
their darkened hearts with song. ‘Say ye unto 
your brethren, Ammi; and to your sisters, 
Ruhamah.”’ 

2. A Fraternal Salutation. It is to “ your 
brethren ”’ and “‘ your sisters ”’ that this inspiriting 
approach is to be made. Toa motley company a 
fraternal appeal was to be addressed. Israelites, 
men and women of Judah, Gentiles also, were 
included. Salvation had established a new fra- 
ternity. Amid all outward differences there was 
an inward and eternal unity. A fine catholicity 
atmospheres them. They are henceforth ‘ your 
brethren” and “‘ your sisters.”’ 

“ The household of faith’ is one of the master- 
phrases the Holy Spirit gave to St. Paul. Salva- 
tion federates men. Salvation institutes the 
saved into “‘a family of faith and love.’ The 
brotherhood of believing men is the only true 
brotherhood. To cheer our brethren and sisters ; 
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to build them up in holiest love ; to help them to 
perfect their sanctification; this is our God- 
given task. Let our “Ammi” and our “ Ru- 
hamah”’ sound forth with brotherly love and 
ardour. Be not of refraining lips ; Hide not your 
fraternity within your heart ; utter God’s message 
to the profit and the gladness of your brethren 
and your sisters. 

3. A Consolatory Salutation. How “ your 
brethren’”’ and “ your sisters’’ in every period 
of history need such a word. Both sexes require 
and often pine for this soul-sustaining greeting. 
“Your brethren ”’ often hunger for the ““ Ammi.” 
To realize that they are God’s people is to have 
life’s deepest satisfaction and sorrow’s sweetest 
balm. Can anything rival this in its uplifting 
power? Assuredly nothing. If I am one of 
God’s people I have a pledge of the supply of all 
my truest needs. My holiness shall yet be per- 
fected. My bread shall be given and my water 
shall be sure. For time and for eternity beati- 
tude is mine if I know myself enrolled among 
God’s elect. O welcome, healing, joy-inspiring 
message, this ‘‘Ammi’’! Life is full of sore 
labour. Care casts its leaden weight upon weary 
shoulders. Depression makes even a Goshen a 
land of darkness. The tempter is ever assaulting 
his exhausted prey. “‘ Say ye unto your brethren, 
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Ammi.”’ Revive their fainting spirits by assuring 
them that they are the people of the Lord. And 
“your sisters’’ equally need the consolatory 
“Ruhamah.” To know themselves ‘“ favoured,” 
“compassionated,” ‘“‘tenderly pitied” of the 
Lord: this will cheer and stimulate them as can 
no other word. The life of many of our sisters is 
pervaded with pain. Many have to struggle 
hard for their bread. Many are neglected, feeble 
in health, lonely. Assure them of God’s tender 
pity. Bid them remember that larger, other 
eyes than ours, behold them with kindliest com- 
passion. And where the outward lot is pleasant 
our sisters often have deep necessity to hear the 
glad ‘“‘Ruhamah.” Ideals unattained; com- 
pletions lacking; monotony; inward struggle ; 
sorrow of the soul; these make our ‘‘ Ruhamah ”’ 
as music fallen from the skies. For all the strong 
consolation it imparts, ‘‘ Say ye to your brethren, 
Ammi; and to your sisters, Ruhamah.”’ 

4. An Admonitory Salutation. The “ Ammi” 
and “‘ Ruhamah”’ had a sting in them. In this 
sin-spoiled world it is so with the loveliest words. 
The brethren could not hear that they were 
God’s people without memory and conscience re- 
minding them of their “Zo Ammi” days: the 
dark days when they were not God’s people. 
Nor could the sisters hearken to the sweet “‘ Ru- 
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hamah”’ save with an inward and piercing re- 
minder of their sad ‘‘ Lo Ruhamah”’ past. And 
the admonition was accentuated as they remem- 
bered how they had backslidden after restoration. 
They had need rejoice with trembling. They did 
well to fear lest again they fell. The “ Ammi”’ 
and the “‘ Ruhamah”’ bid them penitently recall 
the past and be vigilant in the future. 

All spiritual privilege is an admonition. All 
Christian experience is a warning as well as a 
delectation. We once were not God’s people; 
we became such and we fell; now we are re- 
covered, it well behoves us to keep sackcloth 
beneath our glorious dress. We and all our 
brethren and sisters need to be warned. Solemn 
injunctions should break in upon our highest 
raptures. There should be a minor note in the 
music of our salutations. All deep and true piety 
has a great solemnity at its root. Our sad spiri- 
tual history may repeat itself. We must so say 
our “Ammi” and “ Ruhamah” as to suggest 
this. 

5. A Quickening Salutation. This message to 
our brethren and sisters should be energizing 
indeed. It should greatly arouse them. It was 
intended to do this originally, and it is the eternal 
purpose of God. The “‘Ammi” and the “ Ru- 
hamah ”’ are to be forces and not mere sentiments. 


44 THE UNVEILED EVANGEL 


That God numbers us among His people and 
tenderly pities us is not for luxury, but for edifi- 
cation, progress, perfecting. It should quicken to 
holiness. Matthew Henry made the fine experi- 
mental remark, ‘‘ Justification is to be tried 
by sanctification. They are evermore concomi- 
tants.” Our holiness is ever the evidence of our 
acceptance with God. It is not the ground of it, 
but it is the irrefragable sign and seal of it. How 
holy should they be who hear the welcome “‘ Am- 
mi’’! Surely God’s people shall be godly. “ Be 
ye holy for lam holy,” is an appeal as imperative 
and encouraging as it is reasonable. What con- 
secration should adorn those on whom the lovely 
“Ruhamah”’ falls! Those who have obtained 
mercy should never rest till they have obtained 
holiness. O ye saved of the Lord, follow after the 
sanctification without which no man shall see the 
Lord ! 

This salutation should quicken our joy. Who 
has the right of gladness as they have who are 
God’s saved ones! The “‘ Ammi’”’ and the ‘‘ Ru- 
hamah” are as golden bells which enrapture 
those who hear their melodious chimes. “To 
know Thou takest me for Thine own, Oh, what a 
happiness is this.’’ Rejoice in the Lord all ye 
righteous. When earth’s sorrows would darken 
you let your souls be light in the Lord. 
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And this salutation will inevitably quicken our 
evangelistic zeal, All may receive the ‘‘ Ammi”’ 
and the “ Ruhamah.”’ The worst may become 
the best. As the old divines had it, Jerusalem 
sinners may be saved. ‘‘ Jesus Christ came into 
the world to save sinners.”” Go and win for men 
the right to hear this glorious greeting. It were 
criminal not to seek and save sinners. Ye who 
know the joy of salvation and the need of the 
world and the message of the Gospel, say in a 
nobler sense than Hamlet intended: “I have a 
speech of fire that fain would blaze.” 

Finally, this gracious salutation must quicken 
our hopefulness. We must despair of none. 
None need miss the ““Ammi”’ and the “ Ruha- 
mah.” It was an anticipation rather than an 
actuality in respect of many to whom it was first 
addressed. Let us abound in hope as we compass 
sinning men and women. 

A sunny hopefulness should appertain to all 
who are God’s people and God’s tenderly pitied 
ones. ‘“‘ The Lord will not cast off His people.” 
He will never fail us nor forsake us. He changeth 
not, nor fainteth, noris weary. Be “ hopeful as 
the dawn.’ Amid secular scenes and coarse 
employ it shall be true of you as of the wondering 
shepherds on the Saviour’s natal night, “the 
glory of the Lord shone round about them.” 


V 
THE MINISTRY OF WONDER 


*Tarry ye and wonder.”—IsA. xxix. 9 (R.V.) 


HE ministry of wonder is deeply impressive. 
Here God seeks to bring that ministry to 
bear upon the ancient Israel. And assuredly 
He would admonish and enrich us with that same 
ministry. ‘‘ Tarry ye and wonder ”’ is Jehovah’s 
message. It ought to be superfluous, quite. 
The Lord should never have need to utter it, 
The most wonderful thing in life is that we do not 
wonder more. 

I. The Reasonableness of Wonder. This Di- 
vine appeal, like all Divine appeals, is deeply 
rooted in reasonableness. “‘Tarry ye and won- 
der”’ is an injunction which needs little proving 
to our intellect, and less to our conscience. All 
is marvel in the natural world. And the spiritual 
world is replete with the amazing. A very 
generative religious thinker remarks, ‘‘ There 
are three classes of wonders: the wonders above 
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our heads; the wonders beneath our feet; and 
the wonders in our hearts.”’ Truly “ the wonders 
in our hearts’ are such that the all-wise God is 
behoved to say, “‘ Tarry ye and wonder.” How 
supine we are that we do not more continually 
obey this call! Let me seek to show how rea- 
sonable such wonder is. 

Sim should be wondered at. That is the thought 
immediately associated with the text. The All- 
Holy demands that we marvel at human sin. 
Sin is a phenomenon indeed. It is the most 
phenomenal of all phenomena. It is the great 
anachronism of the universe. And nothing in 
the history of earth’s sin is quite so astonishing as 
that we treat it as an ordinary thing. We quietly 
accept it. We deem it normal, whereas it is 
grossly abnormal. Man’s averseness to God’s 
Revealed Will is the unsavoury miracle of the 
ages. And yet God has to say concerning it to 
the sons of men, ‘“‘ Tarry ye and wonder.” Oh, I 
wonder more and more that we do not wonder - 
at our heart’s sin and the sin of the world! It is 
intrinsically astonishing. It is essentially amaz- 
ing. Strange, beyond all strangeness, that sin 
does not make us to “‘ wonder marvellously.”! 

The Bible represents God Himself as wondering 
at sin. ‘‘ Be astonished O ye heavens at this ”’ is 
the Lord’s cry of pain. God never grows accus- 
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tomed to man’ssin. The Bible always strikes the 
note of marvel when it treats of human sin. 
Never once does it accept it as a natural in- 
evitability. And the attitude of Scripture should 
evermore be our attitude. 

In this, as in so many points, there is close 
analogy between the Personal Word of God and 
the Written Word of God. The Incarnate God 
never wondered at anything but human sin and 
human faith. Christ, in Whom are hid all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge, never ceased 
to wonder at sin. Nor should it ever fail to 
kindle our wonder. Bishop King, in his delightful 
Spiritual Letters, says, ‘‘ What our behaviour 
to Him is in His sight is beyond all imagination.” 
So it is. Well, therefore, may Jehovah cry unto 
us, ‘‘ Tarry ye and wonder.” 

How reasonable it is that we should wonder at 
sin will appear if you peruse this remarkable 
chapter of Isaiah. There two particular sins are 
instanced. Security, as the old divines termed 
it, possessed these sinners of Israel. And God 
had punished this sin in kind. He had piled it 
upon them in awful retribution. Their eyes were 
closed. They were “‘ covered.” They were judi- 
cially blinded. The security of sinners to-day is 
such as should make us wonder. They are 
content. They are wholly at ease and quiet. 
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They regard sin as anaturalthing. Nor Scripture, 
nor conscience alarms them. They are within an 
inch of the pit, and yet are unalarmed. “‘ Tarry 
yeand wonder ”’ atsucha spectacle. Formalism 
corroded these evildoers of Isaiah’s day. They 
are impeached by God Himself in these fearful 
words: “‘ This people draw near Me with their 
mouth, and with their lips do honour Me, but 
have removed their hearts far from Me.” They 
were ritualistic, but corrupt. There was a 
ghastly disparity between their mouth and their 
heart. The impeachment is by no means out of 
date. Alas, we have all rendered ourselves liable 
to it. And to some it comes home with terrific 
force. They worship on the Sabbath, and go 
forth to be tricksters in business, or tyrants at 
home, or lechers in secret during the week. 
“ Tarry ye and wonder ”’ at a scene so diabolically 
portentous. 

“I wondered with great wonder,” said St. 
John, when he beheld the scarlet woman. And . 
. his spirit must possess us. The old saints won- 
dered much at sin. They could never lose their 
amazement at it. The old preachers lived and 
preached under an overwhelming sense of wonder 
at their own sin, and the sin of the world. Would 
we could get this wonder back to pulpit and to 
pew! Then what evangelistic preaching and 
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what penitent and believing hearing we should 
have. 

I entreat you to cultivate the ministry of 

wonder in regard to sin. And it can only be ac- 
complished by the influence of the Holy Ghost. 
He alone can convince of sin. Sin is so strange an 
entity that it requires a God to discover it to men. 
When we are filled with the Spirit we shall 
‘wonder with great wonder’”’ at sin. 
"We should wonder at Divine Mercy. Thomas 
Carlyle, in Sartor Resartus, says, ‘‘ Wonder is the 
basis of worship.’’ It is a profoundly true re- 
mark. If we could get men to wonder at spiritual 
things there would be a great revival of worship. 
That is why our worship is so often dull and 
colourless—we do not wonder. We see God 
when the wonder-light is on our eyes. / 

Evangelical wonder was a significant mark of 
the old people. "Where shall my wondering soul 
begin ?”’ cried’ Charles Wesley. The mercy of 
God in Christ overwhelmed him. The miracle of 
it thrilled him. He had no “ equal triumphs ” to 
“raise.”’ He was embarrassed to know how to 
“sing ’’ his“ great Deliverer’s praise.’ | 

Do you know that wonder? Do you know 
what it is to be amazed that you are not in hell ? 
Does the mercy that endureth for ever excite you 
to fervent wonderment? The hymns of the 
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early Methodists are pervaded with holy wonder. 
We shall get the passion again into the pulpit and 
the fervent heat into the Church when we wonder 
at the pardon of our God. “Tarry ye and 
wonder ’”’ at the mercy of the Lord which thou 
hast obtained, O much-forgiven sinner! } 

}"The Christian Redemption is matter for endless 

i wonder. That God devised such a Deliverance for 
a guilty world is indeed amazing. That God 
should be born into this world and die for the 
world is the everlasting miracle. A I wondered 
that there was none to uphold, ” cried the Re- 
deemer, as He beheld the world, helpless in its 
sinfulness. So our Redemption may be said to 
have originated in the Divine wonder at human- 
ity’s spiritual incapacity and _ unrelievedness. 
And how wonderful the resultant! One of our 
familiar hymns speaks of 


“That wonderful Redemption, 
God’s remedy for sin.” 


The Christian Redemption is a wonderful re- 
demption. i It were strange if the Redeemer were 
not called “ Wonderful.” ”» A vicarious sufferer, a 
substitute for guilty ria, phat other name could 
He have? “Tarry ye and wonder.” Worse 
than madness is it not to wonder at “the won- 
drous cross.’ But do we wonder at it? Does 
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it absorb us ? i When once our faculty of wonder 
is directed to Calvary, thitherward it ever turns. 
O treat not the blood of the covenant as “‘a 
common thing.” Wonder at it and still may the 
wondering grow. I knowof nothing so urgently 
necessary in modern religion as to reinstate the 
old evangelical wonder, | 

Y The way of salvation may well constrain our 

| wonder. We wonder at salvation as accomplished 
by God. It is equally wonderful as applied to 
man. How is salvation given? By faith, trust, 
personal reliance, We cannot ethicalize ourselves 
into forgiveness, nor ecclesiasticize ourselves into 
it, nor rationalize ourselves into it. We have to 
accept it. This is the everlasting gulf, never to 
be bridged, between evangelical and non-evan- 
gelical systems. If I accept the sacrifice of Christ, 
will my past be pardoned, my nature changed, 
and springs of moral power be opened in my 
heart ? Undoubtedly. ‘‘ Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.” Hosts 
of men and women have proved this. It is the 
very Gospel of God. ‘“Tarry ye and wonder,” 
Never let the way of salvation lose its marvel, 
Surely it is the witchery of hell that makes the 
magic light die away from this eternal Gospel. 
Stale or flat it should never be. We should live 
that, like Joshua and them that were with him, 
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we are “‘men wondered at.” Preacher! Did 
the marvel of our message possess us we would 
never be barren or uninteresting. Hearer! If 
thou wilt receive this Gospel thy life shall be 
spent amid splendours, though its outward en- 
vironment be dull and grey ! 

The sanctifying helps of life are such as make 
religious wonder reasonable indeed. “‘ Tarry ye 
and wonder.” The all-helpful Bible. God’s mes- 
sage to our daily life. Shall we not wonder at it ? 
Shall we not pray, ‘‘ Open Thou mine eyes that I 
may behold wondrous things out of Thy law? ”’ 
Prayer. That ordinance of Love Divine, by 
which at any hour we may have the ear of the 
King. Meditation. By which, in the place of 
business or amid the crowded streets we may be 
curtained with the Deity. The Holy Sacrament, 
that wonderful feast, in which faith receives its 
Saviour and feeds upon Him. Everywhere in the 
wilderness is the foot of the mystic ladder whose 
top is lashed to the Throne of glory. 

Earnestly desire and seek the ministry of 
wonder. It is a right fruitful ministry. Let it 
continually play upon your life. They who 
wonder shall never lack holy and _ hallowing 
themes of wonder. 

2. The Attainment of Wonder. When God 
calls us to wonder, and we are persuaded of the 
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reasonableness of the call; the consideration 
remains, How shall we achieve that sacred aston- 
ishment ? And we have the prime secret in the 
earlier word of my text. Wonder comes by 
tarriance. ‘‘ Tarry and wonder.” If you tarry, 
you are sure to wonder. We are paying, in our 
lack of marvelling, the price of our over-hurrying 
modern life. They who are always in haste have 
no opportunity to wonder. “Tarry ye.” Ah, 
we need that counsel to-day. Our life is a run. 
“Tarry ye.” Othe-pity-to-hasten.by.when-such— 
pictures await-our..view-!-Make~yourself~tarry; 
toobusy~man=! ‘Consider the Apostle and 
High Priest of our profession.’’ He is wonderful. 
Do not hasten past Him, or you will never marvel 
at Him. Wesweep by the spiritual realities, and 
so see nothing in them to wonder at. “ Tarry 
ye.” Pause;-think,..be.all-attentions You will 
inevitably ‘‘ wonder’”’ if you tarry. « 
Whole-hearted. saeaeitcid Neate So 
few take pains to see accurately and completely. 
When we ponder diligently we wonder greatly. 
Have you the seeing eye? Then God will not 
withhold from you the wondering heart 
Searching the Scriptures is another powerful 
factor in the creation of wonder. It sets all the 
pulses of the imagination beating high. ‘‘ Won- 
drous things”’ appear and inspire wonder. An 
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hour with your Bible will make you an heir of 
wonder. 

And Prayer will perfect the attainment. O, 
ask of God the precious gift of wonder. Pray for 
a soul struck with a heaven-sent amazement. 
Never cease to require of God an open-eyed sur- 
prise. The man of Prayer lives in Wonderland 
all the year round. ‘‘ Tarry ye and wonder.” 

Greater cause of wonder shall we discover as we 
pass along our God-guided course. Earthly life 
shall be a pilgrimage of wonder. And when we 
reach the Paradise of God we shall realize it to bea 
scene of ineffable wonder. ‘‘I saw a great won- 
der.”’ ‘I saw another wonder ” said the Apoca- 
lyptist. We, too, shall see eternally successive 
wonders there. 

“Tarry and wonder.” Lord we will strive to 
obey Thy call :— 

“ Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 
Lost in wonder, love, and praise.” 


VI 
TWO KINGS AND THEIR REIGNS 


“ That assin hath reigned. . . . Evenso might grace 
reign.” —RomM. v. 21. 


HAT do you think of those two Kings ? 
Sin and grace are described as Kings. 
They ‘“‘ reign.” Dr. Beet renders it, ‘‘ That as sin 
became King ... even so might grace become 
King.” Dr. Weymouth similarly translates: 
“That as sin exercised kingly sway ... even 
so might grace exercise kingly sway.” These 
are striking instances of qualities being personal- 
ized. Paul, the poet, illustrates one of the chief 
functions of poetry in personalizing sin and grace, 
and depicting them as reigning monarchs. Let 
us contemplate these two Kings and their re- 
spective reigns. 

1. Two Kings. ‘Sin reigned ”’ (R.V.), says the 
poet-theologian. What a character this King 
has! How unprecedented and yet how correct 
to describe sinasa King! Sinis the most abomin- 


able entity in the universe. It is ‘“‘ lawlessness.” 
56 


TWO KINGS AND THEIR REIGNS 57 


That definition which St. John received from the 
Holy Spirit is the greatest definition in all litera- 
ture, sacred or secular. Moral evil is rebellion 
against the law of God. Till we see sin thus we 
do not see it at all. It does not need to be an act 
tobesin. Sinisaspirit. A disposition. A prin- 
ciple. St. Paul declares sin to be a King. It 
“reigneth.” And we know it reigns to-day. 
There have been vile Kings, but never one so 
vile as this. However did so bestial, so diabolical, 
a ruler attain toa throne? Did we not realize it 
in our own experience we could never have credited 
it that “sin reigned.” 

Very actual is this nefarious King. He 
“reigned.” It isa sorrowful and indisputable fact. 
There is only one happy realm in which he does 
not bear sway at all, and that is Paradise. In one 
dreary region he rules unchallenged—in hell. 
And how actual is his reign on earth. Sin is an 
authentic King over millions upon this earth this 
very hour. For ages he has been a King demon-. 
strably homaged in this God-created world. No 
tragedy is so dark as that of the actuality of this 
odious King. 

Sin is a powerful King. “Sin abounded” we 
have just been told (v. 20). Its accumulated 
potencies who can ascertain? Never a King 
ruled with more dominating force. Strong is his 
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arm. Multitudes bow themselves to his accursed 
sceptre. Alas, who of us has quite escaped the 
power of this terrific ruler! Every one of us has 
but to look into his own heart to discover the 
dread power of sin. No throne on earth but is 
dwarfed by the throne on which this grim poten- 
tate sits. 

And sin is a usurping King. He has no right to 
his throne. Sinisaloathsome impostor. His isa 
stolen sceptre. The mystery of mysteries it is 
that sin ever scaled a throne and that he retains 
that throne. The record of this brazen usurper 
eclipses that of all those who have arrogated 
sovereignty in the course of time’s history. 

Thanks be to God that, in the case of multi- 
tudes, sin is a deposed King. I love that past tense, 
“sin reigned.”’ St. Paul rejoices to think of the 
sceptre as having been hurled from his unclean 
and assuming hands. He joys to recall him as 
having been dashed from his stolen throne. Over 
the believing souls to whom he writes, St. Paul is 
assured that sin no longer reigns. His tyranny 
is past. His sway is a nightmare of memory and 
nothing more. And one golden day sin shall no 
longer reign over any upon this earth, which too 
long has been blighted by his fatal régime. Is 
sin a deposed King as far as you are concerned ? 
“Sin reigned’”’; but does he reign over you no 
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longer ? You may liberate yourself now. Arise, 
and in the great Redeemer’s grace break his vile 
bands asunder. Say in virtue of the ransom of the 
cross and in the energy of the Holy Spirit, ‘‘ We 
will not have this foul King to reign over us.”’ 
How delightfully contrastive is the second 
King. ‘‘ Even so might Grace reign.”’ What a 
lovely monarch this! A sweet and winning and 
spell binding ruler! ‘“‘Grace.’’ We cannot de- 
fine and describe grace too reiteratedly. Never 
was the New Testament doctrine of grace more 
necessary than it is to-day. We do not hear this 
classic word as much as it used to be heard. 
Beware lest in losing the word we also lose the 
thing. There is a whole literature of grace in the 
Pauline letters. St. Paul had a supreme com- 
mission to expatiate upon Grace. Brother 
preacher, if we do not preach Grace we shall be the 
ruin of our hearers! Grace is the unmerited love 
of God. Grace is a technical word. It describes 
a peculiar type of love—love that is spontaneous 
and undeserved. All love is not Grace. There 
is love which is richly merited. There is love 
which is a trophy won by knightly achievement. 
But Grace is love which never could bewon. O 
rare and wonderful love of God to wretched man! 
Were this place full of the vilest of earth’s sons 
and daughters I would cry to them, “O my 
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guilty brethren and sisters, God loves every one 
of you.” Grace is indeed a charming sound. It 
is harmonious to the ear, and yet ear hath never 
heard the full perfection of its harmonies. 

‘“‘ Even so might Grace become King,” says St. 
Paul. O lovely monarch of ten thousand charms ! 
The unmerited love of God isa rightful King. 
Grace is King whom millions adore and obey. 
Who would own sin as King when they may be 
the joyful subjects of Grace ? : 

Grace is a King by God’s appointment. The 
words which precede my text declare this: ‘‘ But 
where sin abounded, grace did abound more ex- 
ceedingly; that as sin reigned... even so 
might grace reign.’”’ Grace is the rightful King. 
God’s ordination is the foundation of its throne. 
God’s redeeming work in Christ is accomplished 
that Grace ‘‘ might reign.”” Who dare dispute 
the right of Grace to be King when God has 
authorized it? Blessed be the glorious name of 
Jehovah that He hath set such a King upon the 
throne! Grace is a crowned monarch. Under 
which King are you, my brother? Does sin reign 
Over you or does Grace smile upon you from its 
well-founded throne ? 

2. Two Reigns. “‘ Sin reigned.’ Consider how 
widespread is the reign of sin. It has reigned and 
does reign over all sorts and conditions. It reigns 
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over a section of angels. We read of “‘ the angels 
that sinned.” Over those apostate angels, with 
Satan as their chief, sin reigns. To think that 
he should have darkened the bright heavens with 
his noisome rule! He reigns over men of every 
order—rich and poor, cultured and ignorant, 
young and old. Education cannot obviate his 
rule, Culture cannot exorcise his power. There 
are clever villains. Learned felons. Colleged 
murderers. There is a sense in which sin even 
reigns over the animal race. The variety of his 
subjects is awful and indefinable. Moreover, sin 
reigns over all parts and provinces of human 
nature. He dominates the body. “ Let not sin 
reign in your body,” cries St. Paul. And, Oh, 
how the admonition is needed! There are thou- 
sands of poor creatures in our London streets over 
whose bodies sin reigns. He reigns over the intel- 
lect of man, And over the souls of men he wields 
a despot’s control. Sin reigns over actions, 
thoughts, words, wills, purposes, imaginations. 
All the areas of the universe, and all the planes 
of the human personality, bear witness to the 
wide sweep of the reign of this execrable King. 
Sin’s reign is despotic, Recollect the most 
despotic reigns of earthly history, and you will 
find no parallel to this. It is Neronian, and in- 
finitely worse. Such sheer cruelty was never 
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known. Alas, each of us can asseverate this from 
his own heartrending experience of this tyrant- 
throne. 

Sin’s reign is ghastly. “Sin reigned in death” 
(R.V.), the inspired teacher declares. Death is, 
so to say, the element of sin’s rule. It is the 
atmosphere of his kingdom. Death may be 
described as the throne on which sin sits, or the 
palace in which he dwells. “Sin reigned in 
death.” Hideous is the regnancy of this un- 
hallowed ruler. Sin always has reigned, and 
always must reign, “in death.’ Temporal 
death is, as far as man is concerned, the conse- 
quence of sin. Death may have been in the 
planet before sin was, but death is allowed to 
fasten on humanity because of sin. Spiritual 
death is due to the sway of sin. Spiritual death is 
the separation of the soul from God. In the day 
man first sinned he died. And ever since “sin 
hath reigned in death.’’ And, should a man 
deliberately and finally choose sin, it reigns in 
eternal death. Is it not a ghastly reign? The 
weirdness of it should make us break away from it. 

Again let me remind you that the reign of sin 
is here represented as terminated. ‘Sin hath 
reigned.’ I trust the dismal epoch is past as far 
as we are concerned. ‘‘ Sin remains in believers,” 
John Wesley used to say, “‘ but it does not reign.” 


TWO KINGS AND THEIR REIGNS 63 


Are we in that blest position? Is the reign over ? 
This moment may it be brought to an end in us! 

Now behold the pleasing picture of the reign of 
Grace. Strange to say, it is described as in some 
of its features analogous to the reign of sin. Ob- 
serve the “‘as”’ and the “so.” “That as sin 
_reigned in death, even so might grace reign.” 
Godet, in his translation, emphasizes this; he 
renders it, ‘“‘ That absolutely as sin reigned .. . 
even so might grace reign.”’ There is a very close 
analogy between the two reigns. Sin has reigned 
universally ; so may grace. Sin has reigned per- 
vasively ; somay Grace. Sin has reigned deeply ; 
so may Grace. It isa delightful “‘as’’ and “so.” 
The reign of Grace is as extensive and permeative 
as the reign of sin; yea, more abundantly so. 
This is according to God’s purpose. It is His 
ordination. He has so wrought in Christ ‘“ that 

. . even so grace might reign.’”’” Andso it does 
reign, Sin has a vast empire, but the empire of 
Grace is vaster. Grace has a wondrous sover-_ 
eignty. We know something of its mighty rule, 
but we shall never realize it in its full wonder till 
it is revealed in the last time. Do you experience 
daily the power of the reign of Grace? There is 
no monarchy so absolute and splendid. 

Grace reigns in the saved. St. Paul declares it 
reigns “through righteousness.” It comes to 
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reign as men receive ‘‘ righteousness.” What 
is that righteousness ? It is salvation by faith. 
It is that “righteousness of God” of which 
St. Paul speaks so much. It is God’s method of 
making man righteous. Only “through”’ this 
‘righteousness’ does Grace reign. Wonderful 
is its influence apart from Gospel Salvation, but it 
does not “reign” till men have received the 
righteousness which comes by faith. Grace reigns 
“through righteousness.”” When we accept the 
atoning work of Christ as accomplished for us, 
then, and only then does Grace reign over us. 
Oh, how glorious to live under the reign of Grace! 
That is liberty, it is sweet release from fear, and 
guilt, and sin. It is ineffable strengthening for 
service. It is unspeakable comfort amid life’s 
growing sorrows. Men and brethren, I pray you 
accept the proffered “‘righteousness.’”’ Wrap 
yourselves init. Make it your glorious dress. It 
is imprinted upon all that believe. And over such 
Grace reigns. Happy subjects of the loveliest 
King that ever adorned a throne! 

The reign of Grace is beneficent. ‘“‘ Unto eternal 
life’’ it sways its beatific sceptre. The whole 
tendency, and drift, and aim of Grace is our 
“eternal life.’”’ Life of another order than the 
time-order. We “ have eternal life.” Life inde- 
pendent of earth and its vicissitudes. And, there- 
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fore, Life which cannot terminate with the physical 
or with earth. Life, the quality of which in- 
volves its everlastingness. Where Grace reigns 
“eternal life’? must ensue. And this beneficent 
resultant is all “ through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
To His Atonement we owe the genial and glorious 
reign of Grace, and to His Atonement we owe the 
“eternal life,” which arises up from it like a 
pellucid spring. See to it, O souls of men, that 
you receive the “ righteousness’ through which 
Grace shall be your King unto time eternal. 

Let our closing lesson be from John Bunyan. 
In those wonderful river scenes of the Pilgrim’s 
Progress, sublime as literature and as practical 
divinity, we read this concerning Mr. Honest: 
“When the day that he was to be gone was come, 
he addressed himself to go over the river. Now, 
the river at that time overflowed the banks in some 
places. But Mr. Honest in his lifetime had spoken 
to one Good Conscience to meet him there, the 
which also he did, and lent him his hand, and so 
helped him over. The last words of Mr. Honest 
were, ‘ Grace reigns.’ So he left the world.” 

It is Grace which enables us to have the help of 
Good Conscience as we cross the flooded river. 
May our last words be, ‘‘ Grace reigns !”’ So, 
like Mr. Honest, would we leave the world. 


F 


VII 
THE ALL-INFORMING BOOKS 


“TI... understood by the books.”—Dan.. ix. 2 


me EGLECTED books” is the _ self-con- 
demning entry of Miss Beale, the dis- 
tinguished schoolmistress, in her faithful Diary. 
We, each of us, have too frequently to inscribe 
such a confession in our diaries. Especially have 
we neglected ‘‘ the Books,’ of which my text 
speaks. But Daniel didnot neglect them. Daniel 
at once rebukes and inspires us by this remini- 
scence of his. Hereis Danielinanewlight. He 
reveals himself as a Bible-reader. And Daniel as 
a student of Scripture is a right profitable study. 
“T understood by the books,” he declares. He 
was made clear concerning mysterious chrono- 
logical and prophetic matters because he applied 
himself diligently to ‘‘the Books.’ The books 
to which he refers were inspired Scriptures. In 
the words of Dr. Driver, ‘‘ the Books can only be 
naturally understood as implying that at the 
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time when the passage was written some definite 
collection of sacred writings already existed.” 

Does Daniel tell which of the Books of Scripture 
it was that gave him his indoctrination? He 
does. It was ‘the word of the Lord” which 
“came to Jeremiah the prophet.” It appeals to 
our imagination, this study of Jeremiah’s pro- 
phecies by Daniel, himself so great a prophet. 
Think of Daniel as an eager Bible-reader! Be- 
hold him pondering the pages of his fellow-seer ! 
If such an one as Daniel needed to understand by 
“the Books” can our necessity be in anywise 
less ? Let us seek to have our searching of the 
Scriptures made more zealous and constant by 
observing Daniel as a reader of the all-informing 
Books. 

1. The Books are to be perused. All sorts and 
conditions of men are to come to “ the Books ”’ 
that they may understand. Some imagine that 
the best and the wisest have lessened need of “‘ the 
Books.” But thatis byno meansso. Daniel, the 
best of the best, and wisest of the wise, had to 
turn to “the Books” for illumination. There is 
something stirring in the sight of Daniel holding 
helpful sessions with ‘‘ the Books.” John Trapp 
says: ‘‘ Daniel was a great student in the Scrip- 
tures.” Matthew Henry applies the delightful 
circumstance thus: ‘“‘ The greatest and best 
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men in the world must not think themselves above 
their Bibles.”’ 

Cultivated, educated and experienced people 
will do well to apply themselves to ‘‘ the Books.” 
As a matter of fact such have been among the 
most markedly diligent consulters of the God- 
inspired oracles. It is a Daniel who not seldom 
has gleaned most richly in that goodly field. 
Poor and weak and foolish they indeed are who 
ever dream themselves to be “‘ above their Bibles.”’ 
The Books will always transcend their profoundest 
and most brilliant readers. 

It was affirmed of Dean Mansel by one who knew 
him well that he prostrated his reason before the 
Bible. That is still the attitude incumbent upon 
the most literate. Modern Daniels must pros- 
trate their intellects before “the Books.” To 
them they must come not as critics but as dis- 
ciples. Here is the wisdom of God enshrined in 
volume-form. Let us approach it with a docile 
faith ! 

Keil says of Daniel as a Bible-reader that he 
made ‘‘a diligent study” of it. To that are all 
called. Whoever and whatever we are I would 
summon us to our Bibles. O, for a Daniel-like 
quest of them! “Search the Scriptures’ is our 
Lord’s ever-obligatory word. If we are far re- 
moved from Daniel in genius we may approximate 
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to him in diligent, reverential, believing perusal 
of “‘the Books.” They are as able, as in centuries 
past, to make us “ wise unto salvation.” 

How are you treating ‘“‘the Books” to which 
Daniel made such obedient reference? Are we 
neglecting them ? Even a Daniel without the far- 
shining Books is as one who walketh in darkness. 
If we apply ourselves to them with faithful 
persistence we shall become “ light in the Lord.”’ 

2. We understand by the Books what we have not 
understood before. “I... understood by the 
books ’’ is Daniel’s testimony. He had not under- 
stood till he pored over the pages of Jeremiah’s 
prophecies. By “the Books” he discovered 
things ordained of God. By. “the Books” he 
realized what the decreesof God were. By “ the 
Books” he had gleams of futurity. 

And what was Daniel’s experience is that of 
each reader of the sacred Books if he read believ- 
ingly. ‘‘I... understood by the books ”’ is our 
constant attestation. There is in “the Books” 
what is nowhere else contained. Our under- 
standing is always enhanced by the prophecies of 
Scripture. What a wonderful contribution they 
make to our knowledge! Dark indeed were our 
minds without the illuminating Books. 

In “the Books”? we see mysteries revealed 
which are only there disclosed. To what books 
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shall we turn if these give us not the light we 
crave? Our stock of knowledge owes everything 
to the holy books. 

By ‘‘ the Books ’’ we—as far as mortals may— 
understand God. The Bible contains ‘“ the only 
portrait of Deity.” And what a portrait it is! 
In far fairer lines than otherwhere we here read 
God’s name. By ‘the Books” we understand 
sin. We learn its nature, its origin, its prevalence, 
its guilt, its manifold ruinousness. By “the 
Books ’”’ we understand Redemption. The story 
of Redemption runs through the holy volume. 
Our dying Saviour is there set forth in all the 
pathos and glory of His Sacrifice. These pages 
proclaim the great Gospel of Salvation. 

We understand from ‘“‘the Books” what we 
must do to be saved. We learn that God justi- 
fieth the ungodly. That He receives into His 
favour the penitent believer. That Salvation is 
through faith alone. Inquire of the justified 
how he learned the path of justification, and his 
grateful answer will be, “I. . . understood by 
the books.” 

Romaine described the Bible as “A perfect 
map of the spiritual world.” O, be students of 
that map! No other map can indicate the 
regions of which your soul has need to know. 
How are you treating the books which gave Daniel 
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understanding ? They emit light as radiantly as 
of oldtime. Ply those books O, modern Daniel ! 

3. By the books we understand the revealed will 
of God. Daniel did: and all men do. Daniel 
earnestly desired to know what was God’s will 
concerning ‘‘ the accomplishing of the desolations 
of Jerusalem.”’ He had not understood it. But 
now “the Books” have done their instructive 
work and he declares ‘‘I understood by the 
books.” 

Only by consulting the inspired books can we 
ascertain God’s will. It is revealed in those pro- 
found pages. He who would understand what 
the will of the Lord is must address himself to 
“the Books.” 

Would we know God’s will concerning man? It 
is declared in ‘‘ the Books.’’ Here we apprehend 
what God would have all men to be. What He 
desires and what He desires not for man is all 
clearly demonstrated in “‘ the Books.” 

God’s will respecting the worlds of matter is . 
inscribed here, too. The destiny of creation is to 
be read in the incomparable scroll of Scripture. 

And the will of God in respect of the Church is 
to be understood by ‘“‘the Books.” God has 
here disclosed His purpose concerning His Church. 
The pattern for all its acts and achievements is 
pictured in ‘‘ the Books.” 
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Each of us may find God’s will respecting us in 
these same wonderful books. Turn thee to them, 
O man, if thou wouldst know what it is that the 
Lord thy God requireth of thee! Here is the word 
of God to thee. 

Because we neglect ‘‘ the Books ’”’ we fall into 
sins of ignorance. He who would please God 
must not slight the Books by which Daniel and 
history’s elect saints have gained their knowledge 
of the all-wise, all-loving will of God. 

4. Understanding increases as we consult the 
books. ‘‘I understood,” says Daniel, “‘ by the 
books.” He had glimmers of light before, but 
now a broad bright dawn shines above his devoted 
head. Knowledge grew from more to more as he 
perused the Books with holy diligence. He had 
the joys of a discoverer as he sailed along the 
mysterious and majestic deep. His growing de- 
sire and purpose was to understand by the Books, 
and God answered him according to the integrity 
of his heart. Are we more and more understand- 
ing as we more and more search the Books? Are 
we gaining light on all subjects? On every 
necessary theme there is enlightenment in the 
inspired books. The business man may receive 
immense instruction as to commercial life from 
those pages. The wife and the mother will find 
innumerable and noble domestic counsels here. 
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On morality and religion there is far-reaching 
illumination in these luminous books. Qualify 
yourself to understand by the Books! Be as 
Philip Henry, who said: “ I read other books that 
I may be the better able to understand the Scrip- 
tures.” Pray as you ponder the Books, “ Let 
knowledge grow from more to more.” 

5. Understanding by the Books inspires Prayer. 
It was so with Daniel. Mark what follows after 
he has narrated how he understood by the Books. 
“ And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by 
prayer” (v. 3). And again: ‘‘And I prayed 
unto the Lord my God’”’ (v. 4). Inevitably the 
one succeeds upon the other. We cannot receive 
‘knowledge from the Books without desiring to 
pray. Daniel must pray when he has been 
illumined by Scripture. ‘‘ Turn the Bible into 
prayer,’ was a counsel of Mc-Cheyne’s. It is a 
wise and ever timely counsel. How wonderfully 
the Bible begets devotion! Did we tarry oftener 
with God’s Scriptures we would be mighty in . 
prayer. Prayerlessness is more to be traced to 
our neglected Bibles than to any other cause. He 
who rises from “ the Books ”’ to pray will be heard 
indeed. Never forget Daniel’s record in this 
matter. Above all seek to emulate Daniel’s 
example. “I understood by the Books.” “I 
set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer.” 
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The one must follow the other. It is in the scent- 
laden atmosphere of Scripture we can best make 
our requests known unto God. 

6. Understanding by the Books creates repent- 
ance. When Daniel arose from his study of God’s 
oracles he was a penitent beyond what he had 
ever been before. ‘‘ With fasting, and sackcloth, 
and ashes’ he waited on the Lord. He made his 
‘“‘confession.’’ God was “‘ the great and dreadful 
God” in his tearful eyes. ‘‘ We have sinned, and 
have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, 
and have rebelled, even by departing from Thy 
precepts, and from Thy judgments:”’ this and 
much more he bewails before his God. It is all 
to be read in the vicinity of our text. 

Nothing fosters true repentance like searching 
the written word. Daniel mourns his evil and 
the evil of the people when he understands by 
the Books. Our inadequate penitence is to be 
greatly ascribed to our inadequate Bible readings. 
The deficient sense of sin is a result of our neg- 
lected Bibles. Sinners can only see themselves in 
“the gospel glass.’’ You do not look in the glass 
often enough, my friend! You will rival Daniel’s 
repentance when you rival his quests of the Books. 
The Pilgrim is described by John Bunyan as 
“ Reading in his Book and greatly distressed in his 
mind.” To read in the Book is the sure specific 
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for a soul-saving and soul-renewing distress of 
mind. True repentance is the child of Spirit- 
taught Bible study. 

7. They who understand by the books must wit- 
ness to the books. Daniel did. And his witness 
shines on the deathless page of his prophecy. He 
pays hearty tribute to the all-informing Books. 
He gladly acknowledges whence his knowledge 
came. 

To that testimony is every one of us called. 
Are we bearing our witness? We owe our 
knowledge of the Saviour and of His Great 
Salvation to the Bible. Do we candidly, and 
gratefully, and constantly say so? Commend 
the books by telling what they have done for 
you. Say, as Moody-Stuart said, ‘the Bible is 
everything to me.” But is it everything to you ? 
Even a Daniel, if he neglect the heavenly books, 
is void of understanding. Bengel said, ‘‘ The 
treatment of Scripture corresponds, from time to 
time, with the condition of the Church.” That is. 
decisively true. When the Church is in a low 
state it is chiefly a critic of the Books. But when 
it arises and shines, its full-toned declaration is 
that of the illuminated Daniel, ‘“‘ I understood by 
the books.”’ 


VIII 
TRANSCENDENT INSPIRATIONS 


“And the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon 
him.’”’—JuDGEs xiv. 6. 


T was a transcendent inspiration. The point 
of the text is, it seems to me, in the word 
“mightily.” ‘The Spirit of the Lord” is a 
reference, I believe, to the personal Spirit: the 
third person in the ever-blessed Trinity. The 
Holy Spirit came upon this weird man Samson as 
an overwhelming anointing, 

The theology of the Holy Spirit pervades the 
whole Bible. It is far fuller and richer in the Old 
Testament than some would have us to believe. 
In a very true sense the Old Testament doctrine 
of the Holy Spirit is even more ample and varied 
than that of the New Testament. I know of 
few things which would contribute more abund- 
antly to a religious revival in our country to-day 
than a re-perusal, a realizing re-perusal of the 
theology of the Holy Spirit contained in the Old 
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Holy Spirit—still surely the great classic on that 
great theme—speaks thus: “‘ In all the dispensa- 
tions of God towards His people under the Old 
Testament, there was nothing of good communi- 
cated unto them, nothing of worth or excellency 
wrought in them, but it is expressly assigned to 
the Holy Spirit as the author and cause of it.” 
Let us examine this wonderful inspiration which 
wrought so effectually in Samson. 

I. This transcendent inspiration was a great 
supplement of experience. Had this man known 
anything of the inspiration of the Spirit of the 
Lord prior to this? Assuredly he had. Com- 
pare with the text a sentence in the last verse of 
the previous chapter. ‘‘ And the Spirit of the 
Lord began to move him at times.” That was in 
the days of his youth. He experienced thrills, 
promptings of the Spirit eventhen. But not till 
now had the Spirit come “ mightily ’’ upon him. 
He had often been inspired, but not before this 
had he received a transcendent inspiration. It. 
was indeed a great supplement of his spiritual 
experience. He had never known it on this 
fashion. To-day eclipsed all the yesterdays. 

You will see how transcendent was the inspira- 
tion if I remind you of what scholars have seen in 
the original word here used. If I said the word is 
a picture I should understate the fact: it is a 
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picture-gallery of a word: a little picture-gallery 
yet full of memorable delineations. I will tell 
you of some pictures which Hebrew scholars have 
seen in this significant word. One translates it 
thus: “ The Spirit of the Lord ‘ brake through ’ 
upon him.” Were there barriers between Samson 
and the Holy Spirit? Aye, truly. There are 
always barriers between man and the good Spirit 
of God. But on this occasion the Spirit broke 
every barrier down: He swept away all the im- 
pedients. He “ brake through’’ upon Samson. 
It was a transcendent inspiration. One translates 
it ‘the Spirit of the Lord ‘ rushed upon’ him.” 
It seemed as if the Holy Spirit were in haste. 
Sometimes He approaches us all too leisurely. If I 
dare say it, we are at times grieved and irritated at 
His deliberateness. O that He would come more 
quickly, we cry in our unbelieving impatience. 
But He “rushed upon ’”’ Samson. It wasasif He 
deemed that there was not a moment to be lost : 
and there was not. 

Another renders it thus: ‘‘ And the Spirit of 
the Lord attacked him.” He came upon him like a 
warring soldier. The Lord is declared to be a man 
of war. Andsuch He wasin thiscase. It wasas 
if He said “ If I do not overcome this man he will 
never be himself a conqueror.”’ Ofttimes the Holy 
Spirit has to subdue us that we may ultimately 
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triumph. Yet again, the word has been read 
“the Spirit of the Lord prospered upon him.” 
He came successfully upon Samson. He realized 
His desire upon Samson. He profited by Samson. 
Alas, the Holy Spirit does not always come pros- 
perously uponus. He has frequently failed in His 
undertakings in us. O that He might find us 
more remunerative ! 

Have I not said enough to show what a transcen- 
dent inspiration this man received? And was it 
not distinctly and dramatically a great supple- 
ment of his experience ? 

What Samson had is exactly what we Christians 
need to-day. Our prime requisite is a deepened 
experience of the Holy Spirit. We are akin to 
Samson in this, that we have already had experi- 
ences of the working of the Spirit. The Church of 
Godin this land has been “‘ moved ”’ of the Holy 
Ghost many a time and oft. He would renounce 
Church History who denied that gracious cir- 
cumstance. As individuals we have been moved 
at times of the Holy Spirit. We should (to use an 
expression of Samuel Rutherford’s) ‘‘ slander the 
grace of God ”’ did we repudiate, or deny, or doubt 
that. He began to move some of us long years 
ago, in our privileged childhood. Yes. We have 
all had “through grace’’ an experience of the 
inspiring operations of the Holy Spirit. But our 
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present and crying necessity is to have that 
experience deepened. We would have “ amplias”’ 
written over the picture. We crave that the 
Spirit of the Lord would come mightily upon 
us. 

I think no one can survey the Churches 
to-day without a distinct conviction that what 
they suprenfely need is a transcendent inspira- 
tion of the Holy Spirit. ‘Ye shall receive 
power when the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you ”’ was the Divine Master’s words. But that 
impression of “‘ power’’ is just what we fail to 
convey. We have organization in inordinate 
degree, culture, social influence, ethicalism, but we 
are so devoid of “‘ power.”’ O, how we extremely 
need that the Holy Spirit come mightily upon us! 

Some man may say, But if we received this 
transcendent inspiration what would it advantage 
us as Christians? It came with wondrous effect 
on Samson, but what effect would it have upon 
us? Much every way. Read our Lord’s great 
words upon the ministry of the Spirit. See what 
He declares to be the issues of the inspiration of 
the Spirit in these Christian days : how the Spirit 
comforts, and convicts of sin, and glorifies Christ. 
And tell me if these are not the urgent and utter- 
most requirements of our age. 

Each of us needs beyond all things else a great 
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supplementing of our experience of the inspiring 
Spirit. We have experience, but the experience 
is so limited. Pray we now and pray we per- 
petually that we may receive the excellent gift 
of the Holy Ghost and receive it on a scale that 
our noblest yesterdays never knew. 

2. This transcendent inspiration was sent to 
meet an emergency. It was a sudden supply of a 
sudden need. It was an adequate supply of a 
tremendous need. Canon Fausset, in his admir- 
ably suggestive Commentary on Judges, reads 
my text “The Spirit of the Lord came oppor- 
tunely upon him.”’ Mark the memorable oppor- 
tuneness of it. ‘‘ Then went Samson down, and 
his father and his mother, to Timnath, and came 
_ tothe vineyards of Timnath”’ (v.5). An outing into 
the country! Down they went amid the vine- 
yards. And if the vineyards were blossoming a 
lovely scene it would be. Samson went in the best 
of good company, for there is scarce a finer couple 
in the Old Testament than Samson’s father and 
mother. We are inclined to envy Samson his . 
happy expedition into the sweet scenes of nature. 
But do you envy him when you read what im- 
mediately follows? ‘* And, behold, a young lion 
roared against him.”’ That isan unpleasant addi- 
tion to the perspective. We admire the vineyards, 
but the “ young lion ” takes off the glamour. How 
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true to life this is! The vineyards and the roar- 
ing lion! The juxtaposition of the delightful and 
the destructive : the pleasant and the agonizing ! 
Many of you know what it is to confront the roar- 
ing lion in all his lush energy. He often comes 
(as in this instance) so unexpectedly. He often 
comes, too, just at the time when we are least 
competent to meet him. Of Samson, at this 
critical moment, we read ‘‘ he had nothing in his 
hand” (v. 6). It is in our unarmed hours the 
enemy most frequently appears. Unprepared 
seasons are life’s most dangerous seasons. 

O how the lion roars against us ofttimes! We 
are deafened by the awful boom. Our Churches 
hold many people who can hardly hear psalm, 
or prayer, or sermon on the Lord’s Day because 
of the echoing of the roars of the lion in their 
terrified ears. Our adversary, the devil, walks 
about continually as a roaring lion seeking whom 
he may gulp down. Ever and anon heroars upon 
us with soul-distracting detonations. 

In those awful crises what is our hope and help ? 
A transcendent inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 
See how this was Samson’s deliverance. When 
the young lion roared against him “ the Spirit of 
the Lord came mightily upon him.” Did this 
suffice? It more than sufficed. “He rent him 
as he would have rent a kid,’ Truly the spirit 
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came “ opportunely.’’ Two things at least Sam- 
son needed in that hour of sudden bewilderment : 
courage andstrength. He received both in receiv- 
ing the Holy Spirit. 

Nothing can enable us to meet the rampant 
emergencies of modern life but the transcendent 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit. By that we are 
fully equipped however sudden and sore be our 
necessity. Matthew Henry says concerning this 
epistle: ‘‘ God let Samson know what he could 
do in the strength of the Spirit of the Lord, that 
he might never be afraid to look the greatest 
difficulties in the face.’ And none of us need 
fear the awkward and distressing situations of life 
for we know what we can do in the power of the 
Spirit Divine. We know what others have done. 
They were suddenly empowered for sudden need. 
We have seen much-tried men and delicate women 
face awful experiences with calm courage because 
the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon them 
in their hour of anguish. 

Brothers, there is everything in the transcen-_ 
dent inspiration of the Spirit. Fear nothing if 
youhave Him. Face nothing without Him. He 
and He alone can make us equal to all the exi- 
gencies of mortal life. When dangers threaten 
ask for the Holy Spirit. God gives Him to all that 
ask Him, Ask and ye shall receive, and though 
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the lion roar against you it shall be your happy lot 
to rend him in the power of God. 

3. This transcendent inspiration came for the 
fulfilment of individuality. Samson was at the 
beginning of his career. Great difficulties and 
great duties were before him. He needed, as 
we all do, to realize his individuality. God always 
works through individuality. And individuality 
must be divinely empowered if it is to achieve its 
best possibilities. 

The emergencies of life try our individuality. 
And all depends upon whether we have received 
the Holy Ghost or no. Mrs. Oliphant, in one of 
her fine stories, speaks of a little boy, the son of a 
widowed mother who was placed in difficult 
surroundings, as being ‘‘the safeguard of his 
mother’s individuality.” If I may reverently 
adopt the figure of speech that is exactly what the 
Holy Spirit is to every Christian. He is the safe- 
guard of our individuality. Some deem it that if 
we receive the Holy Spirit our individuality will 
be repressed. In no wise. It will inevitably be 
enhanced. Those who in the past have been 
most endued with the Spirit have had the most 
distinct individuality. It is the lack of the 
power Divine which explains our undeveloped 
individuality. We shall meet our duties and 
our difficulties successfully only as Samson met 
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his, by the Spirit of the Lord coming mightily 
upon us. 

Our physical individuality is fulfilled by the 
transcendent inspiration of the Spirit. Samson’s 
was. The Spirit of the Lord called him to renda 
lion “as he would have rent a kid.’”’ As one of the 
commentators puts it, it was “‘a frenzy of super- 
human strength.” Samson’s body was pervaded 
with a new vigour. A miracle of physical energy 
was wrought upon him. Will the Spirit work 
physical miracles upon us? Perhaps not, but 
He will give us wonderful physical inspiration 
if we will yield ourselves up to Him. The Holy 
Spirit “quickens our mortal bodies.”’» Not only 
does He quicken our bodies at the resurrection, 
but He quickens them in the pilgrimage of this life. 
Observe that St. Paul says “shall also quicken 
your mortal bodies ”’—not your dead bodies, but 
the bodies which are liable to death. I am per- 
suaded that the physical influences of the Holy 
Spirit is a subject to which all too little attention 
is paid by Christian people. It is a much 
neglected doctrine of experimental divinity. 
The principle which is illustrated in Samson’s 
case on a miraculous scale may be seen in ten 
thousand lives of Christian believers. The Spirit 
of the Lord empowers our bodies. He makes us 
physically equal to great toils and great sorrows. 
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This is the true “ electricity ’’ of which one of our 
popular novelists speaks. This is the genuine 
“Christian Science.”” Would we might all realize 
the physical individuality which the Holy Spirit 
waits to confer upon us. 

It isoften overlooked that Samson’s individuality 
was remarkably fulfilled on its intellectual side. 
This strange man has scarcely had justice done to 
him. We speak habitually of him as a mere 
wonder of physical prowess. But you see how 
the transcendent inspiration equipped him men- 
‘tally if you turn to chapter xv. and read verse 20. 
“‘ And he judged Israel in the days of the Philistines 
twenty years.’ Didnot that require brain force ? 
Did twenty years on the judgment-seat make no 
demand upon his sagacity, wisdom, thought ? 
We have ignored Samson’s mental force far too 
much, and we have far too much ignored the 
Spirit who bestowed it. 

My friend, the Spirit of the Lord is a wonderful 
intellectual resource. Intellectually we would 
have a far nobler individuality if the Spirit of 
the Lord came mightily upon us. This is the real 
hope of the pulpit as far as its intellectual attri- 
butes are concerned. This, too, is the hope of all 
Christian work in its intellectual aspects. Seek 
ye the transcendent inspiration of the Spirit 
that ye may be the men and the women God 
designed that ye should be! 
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4. This transcendent inspiration was an enable- 
ment to rise above limitations. If a lion in the 
path be not a limitation, what is? It was a 
strange, dismaying limitation. Over no un- 
hindered path did Samson and his father and his 
mother pass. A young lion roared in their way. 
And the limitation in his circumstances involved 
a corresponding limitation in himself. As a 
matter of fact he was incapable of coping with his 
immediate circumstances, and as a matter of fact 
we often are just as incapable. 

But when the Spirit of the Lord came mightily 
upon him he outsoared his limitations. And so 
shall we, for the same power which enveloped 
him is at our disposal to-day. 

We moan exceedingly about our circum- 
stances: the crook in our lot gives us sore dis- 
quietude : the thorn in the flesh makes us quiver 
with agony. But we have a force on which we 
can all rely and always rely. We can by the 
Spirit of the Lord subdue circumstances, whereas 
now they so constantly subdue us. O the 
wonder and the exultation of being the inheritors 
of such a power! Life need never master us 
if in Jesus’ name we cry for the Spirit of the Lord. 
Samson, thou canst triumph amid menacing 
environments in the Holy Ghost ! 

We are often much discouraged because of 
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the limitations of our selfhood. We are so inade- 
quate. We are not equal to our work, to our 
opportunities, to our trials, to our spiritual tempta- 
tions. But the Holy Spirit can as assuredly 
make us equal as He did sore straitened Samson 
of yore. 

We shall have a spacious life if we are 
transcendently inspired of the Spirit of the Lord. 
‘J will send Him unto you,” said our parting 
Lord. And He has done so. Claim and use the 
ineffable potency. 

5. This transcendent inspiration was a reassur- 
ance concerning the future. I have already said 
that Samson was at the outset of his pathetic 
and tragical career. Surely this outcoming of 
the Spirit of the Lord was intended to bid him 
hope and be of good courage! Supposing other 
difficulties arise ? Supposing graver needs gnaw at 
his heart-strings? Beingsotranscendently inspired 
now he has in this a pledge for days to come. 

It has been recently pointed out that the sense 
of the guidance of the Spirit was a great mark of 
the early Christian Church. We greatly need to 
recover that vivid consciousness to-day. It is 
a glorious fact. We may always reckon upon 
the inspiration of the Spirit of the Lord. We who 
believe have Godto depend upon. Then courage, 
servant of God! Let the future hold what it 
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may we are equal to it. This is the deep-based 
optimism of the Christian. We who have, all 
unworthily, received the Holy Ghost can “ trust, 
and not be afraid.” It was said of a great and 
saintly scholar, “‘ He despised people who feared 
the future.’ I fear we often thus render ourselves 
despicable. We certainly cannot, most of us, 
afford to despise any one because of this. Weare 
very prone to fear the future: alike the temporal 
and the eternal future. But it is criminally 
wrong to do so. What! Is the Spirit of the 
Lord become extinct ? Is He straitened? Then 
we dare not fear the future. It may, and pro- 
bably will, bring us roaring lions, and Philistines, 
and a hundred harrowing ills. But we can brave 
them all if the Spirit of the Lord come 
mightily upon us. He guarantees our future. 
We can meet and we can master everything in 
His mighty power. He is sent to abide with us 
“forever.” Then we are safe whate’er befalls. O 
believer, face the unknown to-morrow with a 
calm and confident heart ! 

I saw but the other day a line from one of George 
Meredith’s early and unpublished poems. It isa 
lovely line breathing a quickening optimism. 
“ Thou art thy future not thy past.” To the man 
who has received a transcendent inspiration of the 
Spirit better days are always coming. 

“Thou art thy future not thy past.” 


IX 


AN OLD-TIME PROVERB AND A MODERN 
APPLICATION 


‘“‘ Wherefore they that speak in proverbs say, Come into 
Heshbon.”—NvmM. xxi. 27. 


T is interesting to observe that so early in his- 
tory there were proverbialists. The pithy 
sentence which garners the results of experience 
and observation soon came into vogue. Among 
Israel in its wilderness journeyings were “‘ they 
that speak in proverbs.’’ Canon Liddon once 
remarked to a friend that proverbs were “ the 
offspring of fact,’ and that is one of the chief 
secrets of their impressiveness. They express 
sententiously the history of human life. 

But is this proverb of the ancients pertinent 
to-day ? It is one of a series of poetic prover- 
bialisms. Let us see if it has a modern application. 

Where and what was Heshbon? It was the 
capital city of the Amorites. There Sihon, the 
opprobrious foe of Israel, had proudly reigned. It 


was located some twenty miles east of the Jordan. 
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Israel had captured the famous stronghold. No- 
body thought Heshbon could have been taken. 
The renowned city had seemed a very pattern of 
impregnability. But it yielded to Israel. ‘‘Where- 
fore they that speak in proverbs say, Come into 
Heshbon.”” The proverb was originally intensely 
satirical. It was almost defiant. ‘‘ Can any one 
successfully compass Heshbon ? Whocanaccom- 
plish the impossible ?’’ Such was the purport of 
the challenge of those who used this proverb. 
There was, however, a deeper meaning which 
“they that speak in proverbs” not obscurely 
hinted. Heshbon is a name full of significance. 
We often find the name in the Old Testament. 
And the content of the name doesn’t escape the 
Old Testament writers. I am persuaded that it 
did not escape the proverbialists, who were wont 
to say ‘‘Come into Heshbon.” Heshbon means, 
devising, reckoning, thinking. ‘‘ Thine eyes are 
as the pools in Heshbon ”’ is a word in Canticles. 
I believe it to be the word of Christ to the Church. 
The eyes of the Beloved One were reflective, medi- 
tative, full of calm thoughtfulness. They sug- 
gested the place which was a proverb of contem- 
plativeness. Jeremiah says, “In Heshbon they 
have devised evil.” It is reallya play upon 
words. It is almost a pun. In the place of de- 
vising they have devised evil. Surely, when 
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“ They that speak in proverbs say, Come into 
Heshbon ” they have an eye to the meaning of 
thename. It isasif they exclaim, ‘‘ Possess if you 
can the place of devising ; the city of reckoning.”’ 

Never has it been easy to immure yourselves in 
Heshbon. The city of thought is ever hard to 
take. To dwell securely in Heshbon means that 
men are conquerors : “‘ Wherefore they that speak 
in proverbs say, Come into Heshbon.”’ 

1. There is historical warrant for this saying. 
The ancient proverbialists were sure of their 
ground when they said, ‘‘ Come into Heshbon.” 
The ‘‘ wherefore ’’ points to good and substantial 
reason. ‘“‘ Israel took all these cities: and Israel 
dwelt in . . . Heshbon”’ (v.25). ‘A fire is gone 
out of Heshbon”’ (v. 28). And whether we use 
the proverb as it was intended, or whether we 
shift its incidence, experience completely endorses 
it. It is the arresting voice of history. 

“Come into Heshbon.” Make all endeavour to 
dwell in the place of devising, reckoning, thinking. 
The world has proved the wisdom of this aphoristic 
counsel. The statesman or politician who is a 
stranger to Heshbon is of little permanent force. 
He may be smart, and jocose, and may be able to 
stir the passions of the crowd; but if he is nota 
man of earnest thought, if his counsels are not the 
outcome of protracted reflection, he ultimately 
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fails of general influence. If a business man is to 
have durable prosperity he must tarry much 
within the stronghold of Heshbon ; he must not 
be rash, inconsiderate, precipitous; he must 
weigh matters ; he must with good advice make 
war. 

This is conspicuously illustrated in the history 
of the Church. God’s people have only prospered 
and triumphed as they came intoHeshbon. The 
work of the Lord cannot be done carelessly. It 
demands thought and prayerful scheming. No 
zeal, no organization, no originality, can compen- 
sate for lack of calm thoughtfulness. What peril 
there is if the Church be too busy to dwell in 
Heshbon! The sacrifice of the reflective to the 
active is disastrous to the people of God. Does 
not Church History attest this right abundantly ? 

Every individual has proved how widely “‘ they 
that speak in proverbs say, Come into Heshbon.”’ 
He wins no territory worth possession who does 
not first possess himself of Heshbon. The rash 
are doomed. The hasty in speech or deed are. 
chained to the conqueror’s car. We must devise 
carefully if we would achieve nobly. The acts 
wrought in the strength of God must be planned 
in the wisdom of God. 

2. Some who speak in proverbs specially say 
this. The Bible constantly speaks in proverbs 
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and constantly utters this word. Its summons 
is ever to Heshbon. The word of God would 
have us all to be thinkers. It always deprecates 
our unconsidered life. Deeply instructive it is to 
note how the Holy Book calls us to meditate, and 
consider, and think, and devise. One whole book 
of Scripture is given to proverbs; and it is a 
supremely valuable Book for to-day—an invalu- 
able guide for business men and women. How 
constantly and in what varied ways that particular 
Book says: ‘‘Come into: Heshbon.’”’ Did we 
follow the monitions of the best of Books our 
lives would be thoughtfully and prudently ordered. 
We should consider our ways and all our thoughts 
would be established. The Bible inspires our 
confidence by demanding reflectiveness. Our 
Incarnate Saviour was distinctively a proverbialist. 
It is remarkable how constantly He used that 
attractive, vivid, yet thought-demanding form 
of speech. Our Lord has incalculably enriched 
the proverbial literature of the world. Without 
proverb or parable He rarely spoke to the people. 
He has taught His servants for all time the secret 
of effective moulds of speech. And how He bade 
men “Come into Heshbon!” He was always 
engendering contemplation. ‘‘ What  thinkest 
thou ?”’ was a typical inquiry of the Searcher of 
lives, “Consider ’’ was one of His dominating 
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exhortations. He was indeed the very image of 
the God Who is not the Author of confusion. He 
would have all men to devise, and take counsel. 
He enjoins builders to build reflectively, and 
warriors to go out to a well-planned war. 

All who have ripe experience say, ‘‘ Come into 
Heshbon.”” Ask the successful merchant if suc- 
cess came without deliberation. Can a business 
be conducted prosperously without constant 
and often painful consideration ? Appeal to the 
scholar as to whether knowledge is ever lightly 
won. Does the student gain his collegiate distinc- 
tions save by long-during vigil and exhausting 
sessions of thought ? Inquire of the wise woman 
who buildeth her house if a home is managed save 
by ceaseless devising, planning, thinking. 

Assuredly this is the proverb of the preacher. 
Ecclesiastes was an exemplary preacher at least 
in this, that he “‘ sought out and set in order many 
proverbs’ ; and he plaintively called his auditors 
to Heshbon. The Christian preacher thrives by 
men’s thoughtfulness. Neither he nor the truth 
he preaches has any fear of honest thinking. 

The saint speaks this same proverb. Holiness 
begins in meditation. Holiness is fostered by 
perpetual reflection. It thinks God’s thoughts. 
It comes to its perfection by steep ascents of 
sacred heedfulness. This is also the proverb of 
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the evangelist. His appeal is to the man who will 
think. He has no hope of those who will not 
reflect. ‘I thought upon my ways and turned 
my feet into Thy testimonies,” is the declaration 
of an Old Testament convert. It represents a 
solid method of conversion. Many would turn 
their feet into God’s testimonies if they would 
but think upon their ways. Repentance is in its 
rootagea change of mind. ‘‘ Come into Heshbon”’ 
cries the evangelist. And that evangelism reaps 
the most enduring harvests which utters this 
proverb most insistently. 

3. This is to be said as a preparation for action. 
Such was the primary purpose of the incisive 
proverb. And it may well serve that purpose 
permanently. Let all who would be victorious 
“Come into Heshbon.” Devising, reckoning, 
thinking, is always the secret of executive power. 
In reflectiveness force is born. We are often 
ineffectual in activities because we are indisposed 
to careful thought. In every department of life 
the true preparation for activity is quiet cogitation. 
This was the law of Pentecost. The condition of 
enduement with power from on High was prayer- 
ful waiting. And there is no hope of any kind 
of equipment without tarriance. It is an unwel- 
come truth in these days, but it is an assured truth. 
We see the same law in the life of St. Paul. After 
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his miraculous conversion he bore his brief testi- 
mony and then disappeared into Arabia. The 
wonderful influence of that Arabian experience 
upon St. Paul’s character, theology, and ministry 
has not yet been adequately expounded. There 
is always an Arabia period in a Pauline career. 
Heshbon is the preparative for activity. All life 
abounds with illustrations of this important 
principle. Crafts and professions and studies 
have their necessary probationary periods. 
Strength and skill are gathered in reflectiveness. 
They that speak in proverbs still say, ‘‘ Come into 
Heshbon.” 

We greatly need the moral of this proverb in our 
day. Perhaps there never was such danger of 
precipitate action as now. We are increasingly 
impatient of devising and thinking. And we 
impoverish ourselves by this impatience. Opin- 
ions are not allowed to solidify into convictions. 
Dean Burgon said of Bishop Jacobson, “‘ He 
thought ten times before he committed himself 
to expressing an opinion.” The opinions of sucha. 
dweller in Heshbon are of inestimable worth when 
they fall upon our listening ears. Let me urge 
the old-time proverb upon our modern lives. 
Isaiah said, ‘“‘ The fields of Heshbon languish.”’ 
And I am afraid they languish conspicuously to- 
day. Shall we not fertilizethem again. “ Hesh- 
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bon is perished” is a proverbial lamentation 
which is recorded in this very chapter (v. 30). 
Whatever we do we must not allow that dire 
consummation. Beware lest, fussily busy over a 
thousand things here and there, we allow the 
city of devising, thinking, planning to be razed 
to the ungrateful earth. When we issue from 
Heshbon to our crusades it is likely those crusades 
will be crowned with success. To us the Saviour 
says, ‘‘ What thinkest thou ? ” even as He search- 
ingly inquired of Simon. To us as to the dis- 
ciples He appeals, ‘‘ How think ye?’ Have we 
an answer which will make Him rejoice ? 

“Come into Heshbon”’ is a proverb which all 
men of activity must obey ; then our deeds will be 
made manifest that they are wrought of God. 
When Joseph ¢hought on the strangely mysterious 
“things ’’ he was guided of heaven as to the course 
he should follow. When Peter thought on the 
wonderful vision it speedily became elucidated to 
him. And earnest thought shall never. miss its 
way. 

4. God's enemies have acted upon this saying. 
The immediate context illustrates this fact. 
“For Heshbon was the city of Sihon the King of 
the Amorites, who had fought against the former 
King of Moab, and taken all his land out of his 
hand, even unto Arnon ”’ (v. 26). Whether Israel 
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dwells in Heshbon or no, the protagonists of Arnon 
and of Moab have dwelt therein. The foes of 
the faith believe in this proverb. They love to 
scale the heights of Heshbon. Christians have no 
monopoly of devising, and reckoning, and think- 
ing. Against God’s hidden ones their enemies 
“take counsel.”’ What industrious thought is given 
to evil! How the opposers reflect! Perverted 
intellectualism labours studiously to find errors 
in the Word of God, and incredibilities in the 
Christian creed. A reflective enemy cannot be 
rebutted by the unreflective. We must “ study 
to show ourselves approved.’”’ We must meet 
thought with thought. We must claim intellect 
for God. We must take Heshbon out of the 
hands of the Amorites. Great skill and mental 
enterprise are being lavished upon evil causes. 
Sustained thought is devoted to wickedness. 
Unhallowed scheming abounds. It is against 
no unprepared foe that we wage our holy war, 
If the Church neglects theology the atheist does 
not. Ifthe pulpit dismisses it, secular platforms 
dilate upon it, ‘‘ Wherefore they that speak in 
proverbs say, Come into Heshbon.” 

5. To obey this saying involves struggle. So tre- 
mendous was the difficulty of taking Heshbon 
that to say ‘“‘ Come into Heshbon ”’ was in the old 
days almost equivalent to summoning warriors 
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to a hopeless task. But Israel proved that, 
though arduous, it was practicable. “‘ Israel 
dwelt . . . in Heshbon.” 

To certain temperaments no city is so hard to 
possess. Devising, reckoning, thinking, seems 
well-nigh impossible to some otherwise good 
soldiers. Moreover, there are times and seasons 
when it appears a peculiarly formidable endeav- 
our. Isit notsoinourage? But at all hazards 
it must be achieved. Oh, school yourself to 
it! Begin the brave attempt this very day. 
“Think on these things.”” Consider your ways. 
Say,as Paul did, ‘I reckon,” and your reckoning 
will eventuate triumphantly as did his. Blessed 
are they in Israel who, as the years pass, possess 
themselves of Heshbon and dwell therein ! 

6. This must be the great saying of the people of 
God. We have a God Who thinks, and thinks 
precious thoughts. So must we also in our degree. 
“Come into Heshbon,” Israel must continually 
cry. We have everything to gain by encourag- 
ing reflection. The more we devise in the sight 
of God the more shall we accomplish great things. 
Nothing has Israel to fear from honest thought. 
Be it expended on the Bible. Be it poured forth 
upon Providence. Let it enswathe the atoning 
Cross. 

The Church of God must be great in meditation, 
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Sternly must it repress the over-activity which 
would make reflectiveness impossible. In mysti- 
cal meditativeness is the conquering generation 
reared. Is each of us a thinker on eternal things ? 
“ What think ye of Christ ?’’ Do you dwell ina 
holy Heshbon ? 

“Wherefore they that speak in proverbs say, 
Come into Heshbon. ”’ 


xX 
GROWING OLDER 
“ They were elder.” —JoB xxxii. 4. 


HE word translated ‘‘ elder ’’ means “‘ more 
aged jis to days.” The men who were 
Elihu’s fellow-colloquists were older than he. 
They were older as to days; by no mearts as to 
wisdom. Let us admire, ere we pass from it, the 
respect Elihu had for people who were older than 
himself. ‘“‘ Elihu had waited to speak unto Job, 
because they were elder than he.” He reverenced 
his seniors. He said, ‘‘ Days should speak, and 
multitude of years should teach wisdom.” Herein 
he is an excellent example to all younger people. 
Disrespect for age is a sure sign of degeneracy. 
Let our young folk emulate the reverent reticence 
of Elihu in presence of men who “ were older 
than he.” 
I want to speak to you about the process rather 
than the fact of being “‘elder.”” Let us think of 
characteristics which should mark us as we grow 


older. How can ageing be accomplished grace- 
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fully? Whilst rightly addressing many dis- 
courses to young men and maidens, we must not 
forget to hearten and to admonish people who 
are “older” than they. 

“Older.”’ Ah, how soon we become older! 
With some the ageing process is early and rapidly 
at work. Paul reckoned himself ‘‘ Paul the 
Aged ’”’ when probably little over fifty. So did 
Dr. Punshon. And so many. have been com- 
pelled to do. You are sometimes startled as 
you think how much “‘elder’”’ you are getting 
to be. Twenty but recently, and now you are 
thirty! Thirty has stolen on to forty. Forty 
to fifty. Sixty now! The thought of being 
older is ever with you. You are not old, but 
you are growing older. And the acute and always 
present problem is how to grow old serenely, 
sweetly, hopefully. 

1. Acceptance of Circumstances. Growing older 
is often so repugnant to us because we will not 
coincide with our conditions. We kick gainst the 
inevitable. Resentment at our lot sours us. 
Compliance sweetens us. : 

It is well to accept the limitations of our cir- 
cumstances as we become “‘elder.’’ First, our 
own limitations, and then those of the people 
around us. 

We must recognize unmurmuringly our physical 
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limitations. ‘It is age that tires me,” pathetic- 
ally said Lord Beaconsfield in his closing years. 
Not seldom it begins to tire us comparatively 
early. A friend who is just fifty said to me the 
other day, ‘““I am not the man I was.” You 
cannot either run or walk as once you could. 
You are a supernumerary as far as athletics are 
concerned. Why not calmly accept the limi- 
tation? We must if we are to grow old grace- 
fully. If God’s children weaken they weaken 
at His will, and it cannot be in vain they do 
sO. 

We must accept our intellectual limitations, too. 
It is worse than futile to grow older protesting 
against the lack of gifts and talents. Make the 
best of what you have, and do not fret at what 
you have not. Your Lord is responsible for the 
omissions in your mental make-up. Age is em- 
bittered to no purpose if we complain of what 
has been withheld us. 

And there is no alternative but to accept our 
spiritual limitations. I donot mean (God forbid) 
that we are willing to continue in sin. But our 
sinless infirmities; our finiteness of spiritual 
vision ; our imperfectness of character even when 
most fully consecrated. These unwelcome limi- 
tations must be recognized if our evening time is 
not to be dark and stormy. Nor is it less neces- 
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sary that we accept the limitations of others. 
We ruin ourselves by being too exacting. We 
irritate and disappoint ourselves by expecting 
too much of people. I am persuaded that it is 
essential to a happy ageing to modify our re- 
quirements of our friends and helpers. If our 
surrounders were perfect how unsuited to us they 
would be! Did we entertain angels there would 
be a strange disparity between host and guests. 
Fall in with your circumstances, my ageing 
friend, and pray the Saviour more and more 
that for this purpose His grace may abound. 

But we must also accept the possibilities of our 
circumstances. ‘‘ A.K.H.B.”’ said, in one of his 
last books, “I accepted age too soon.” “It is very 
possible for a man to do that. And there is no 
inconsistency in urging this after what has just 
been said. If we would grow older pleasantly 
we must not accept age too soon. When I lately 
congratulated a dear elderly lady friend on her 
tasteful dress and comely appearance she said, 
““T do not mean to give in.” Wellsaid! Do not. 
let us give in! Keep up even attractiveness of 
dress. ‘‘ Whatsoever things are beautiful ’’ must 
still engage us. Our character may be greatly 
enhanced as we growolder. Fruits we never be- 
fore bare we may bring forth in old age. Jesus- 
likeness may increase upon us gloriously as the 
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evening cometh. Our work, reduced in quantity 
it may be, may have a quality and effectiveness 
unknown before. Do not give up your work as 
you grow older. There is a sentence in Judges 
which always appeals to me, albeit its grim sur- 
roundings, ‘‘ There came an old man from his 
work.” It is lovely to see an old man still keeping 
to his work. Idleness soddens old age. Your 
influence may be healing and cheering and hallow- 
ing in ever-increasing degree as you grow older. 
Oh, do accept the possibilities of your cir- 
cumstances. Do not give in! No, not even 
physically. The Lord can quicken your mortal 
body even when quite “elder.” Here are two 
bracing lines from The Ring and the Book :— 


“It is the will runs the renewing nerve 
Through flaccid flesh that faints before the time.” 


And He who renews our youth like the eagle 
can vouchsafe to us that “‘ renewing nerve.” 
Let us as we grow older determinedly acquiesce 
in our circumstances as to their restraint and as 
to their outlook. This is a sovereign specific for 
growing old luminously. ‘“‘ Your old men shall 
dream dreams ”’ is a promise for Pentecostal times. 
And in Christ is the ‘“‘ yea’’ for this and every 
promise. With lovely dreams crowd day and 
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night till you reach the country where day knows 
no night. 

2. Gratitude. Nothing gives a sweeter savour 
to the ageing life than does gratitude. He who 
would grow older amid “ marvellous light ” 
and not amid gathering gloom must cherish ‘a 
thankful heart. Many become sullen and un- 
attractive because they do not “in everything 
give thanks.” The older we become the more 
should we be grateful for what are termed common 
mercies. It is life’s commonest things that are 
most precious. Health, even in moderate degree ; 
simple pleasures—our homes—our friends—our 
books ; the Church and all its sacred stimulus and 
comfort ; the life of grace, with its retrospects 
and prospects. 

And as we grow older how grateful we should 
be for what a great Puritan called “ distinguishing 
_ mercies.”” Each has some special benefit. That 
was a beautiful expression Naomi’s anonymous 
friends used, “‘A nourisher of thine old age.” 
God has given some of you such a “ nourisher.”’ 
What a husband or wife you have! What a 
son! Whatadaughter! What friends! What 
a quiet, lovely, well-appointed home! Always 
flooding your heart with a psalm of praise for these 
things growing older may be a rapture. 

Gratitude tells far more beneficently upon life 
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than most of usrealize. It tranquillizes us. It 
invests us with gladness. It enables us to serve 
others. It inspires us to do justly to all. Dr. 
Marcus Dods remarks with great insight, “‘ The 
heart which feels gratitude is beyond the 
need of being schooled and compelled to do 
justly.” 

Oh, grow in gratefulness as you grow in years. 
Be great in appreciations ; alike of God, and of 
men, and of things. He who thus passes on to 
eventide shall find the light to be lovelier every 
hour. 

3. A Realization of the Supremacy of Character. 
Less and less must we be concerned about second- 
ary things as we grow older if we would have 
rest and gladness. The primary must absorb. 
our chief interest. A longing for character must 
burn within us. We must wrestle to be rid of 
what is called in Leviticus, “‘an old leprosy.” 
Does not many an old leprosy scale our fast 
ageing soul? To this end we must be severe 
with ourselves. Stern should our self-inquisition, 
and our self-discipline be. And growingly austere 
to ourselves, we shall ever be more generous to- 
wards others. All that will help the acquisition 
of character will then be welcome to us. Honour 
or shame, gain or loss, strength or weakness, joy 
or sorrow. What will give us an added ray of 
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“the glory of the Lord” will be hailed as a 
heaven-sent visitant. 

Let us cherish, all of us, great ideals of character 
as we grow older. “Not as though I had al- 
ready attained”’ be our hopeful as well as ad- 
monitory watchword. Our later years may 
mirror Christ’s loveliness as never did our early 
days. Henry Rogers, in his delightful Gvrey- 
son’s Letters, says, ““Old age may be not only 
venerable but beautiful, and the object of rever- 
ence untinctured by compassion.” They who 
approximate to that ideal shall indeed grow old 
sublimely. 

4. A Knowledge of our Resources in God. 
Growing older makes a tremendous demand upon 
our theology. But, thank God, our theology 
may be equal to the demand. God in Christ 
must be our anchorage, and that goodly land is 
indeed anchorable. “An old disciple” is the 
lovely and pathetic description of one Mnason. 
He was an “early ”’ disciple ; whether older or 
younger he had been long a disciple. Happy are © 
such! And as they grow older they must in- 
creasingly rejoice in their all-resourceful Lord. 
Their temporal concerns are safe in His Almighty 
Hands. Their bread and their water are sure. 
Will the Father not give His older children 
bread ? One who had seen life in all its com- 
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plexities said, ‘‘I have been young and now am 
old, yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken 
nor his seed begging bread.” Nor will you ever 
see that deplorable sight. 

But ever must our spiritual resources in God be 
before us. He can work a “ miracle of healing ” 
upon us though we be more than forty years old, 
as was the healed man of Apostolic days. A man 
can be re-born when he is old. He may, by grace, 
be continually re-born into ever nobler life. 
Believe and experience these great things, and 
growing old will be a blossoming and in no wise 
a withering. 

5. Vivid View of the Future Life. Nothing 
can redeem the process of ageing from sadness, 
and coarseness, but this outlook. ‘‘ Man has for 
ever ’—and that makes all the difference. The 
Christian has a splendid for ever. Isaac said 
pensively, “I amold. I knownot the day of my 
death.” It was well for him he did not. And it 
is well for us that we share that felicitous ignor- 
ance. But we know that the day of our death 
will be the day of our face-to-face vision, of our 
perfecting, of our ecstasy, of our absolute con- 
summation. To die in Christ is to die into life 
eternal. It is to have the old loved ones restored 
to us lovelier than in their best days here. It is 
to roam through “the land of farnesses ’”’ where 
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summer suns are always glowing. It is to look 
upon Him Whose precious blood bought us and 
all those infinite delights. 

As you grow older are you trusting that Saviour 
Divine? Are you continually having an ante- 
past of Heaven? Do you welcome the coming 
dawn? If this be so, you will verily grow old 
gracefully. You will have constant “‘ newness of 
life’ though nature’s strength decay. None need 
despond if they are Christ’s as they become 
*“elder.”’ 


XI 
A BALEFUL STAR 


“‘ And the name of the star is called Wormwood.’’— 
REV. vili. 2. 


HAT a name for a star! Who ever heard 
of a stay called Wormwood? One of 
the heavenly orbs entitled after a bitter herb! 
The Bible is a book of stars. It is a firmament 
in which sidereal lights, auspicious and baleful, 
gleam. There is the Star of Jacob; the Star of 
the East, which made the wise men glad; the 
Day-star, which at the end of all things is to arise 
in faithful hearts ; the wandering stars, unto whom 
is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever; © 
and the Bright and Morning Star. 

Of all the stars of Scripture surely the star 
called Wormwood is the most weird and porten- 
tous. 

1. A Strangely-Designated Star. Who, or what, 
is signified by this star whose name is significant 
of bitterness? I think there can be little doubt 


that its primary reference is to a religious teacher, 
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Our Lord Himself gives us the clue to this symbol. 
John saw seven stars in the right hand of the 
Risen Saviour. And the Infallible Expositor 
thus explains them, “‘ The seven stars are the 
angels (the ministers or teachers) of the seven 
Churches.” 

But why should a religious teacher be a star 
whose name is called Wormwood ? I believe the 
explanation of the early expositors, and many of 
our best later Bible scholars, to be correct. 
Wormwood is the name of the star to signify that 
the teacher had become heretical, had become 
possessed of religious error, had cast away the 
true faith of God’s elect. Wormwood is consis- 
tently a Scriptural symbol of heresy. Israel 
was warned in its early days ‘‘ lest there should be 
among you a root that beareth gall and worm- 
wood” (Deut. xxix. 18). The reference is to 
idolatry, defection from the law of God. In Israel’s 
later days, God threatens them, “‘ I will feed even 
this people with wormwood ” (Jer. ix. 15). That 
is to be the punishment of such as have forsaken ~ 
God’s law. Like is to be punished with like. 
Error is to be added retributively to those who 
have preferred error. The writer of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews bids his readers look diligently 
lest there be among them “any root of bitter- 
ness.”’ He forewarns them that thereby many 
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may be defiled. His admonition has a similar 
reference. The ancient exposition seems.to be 
sustained by Scripture, and we need not hesitate 
to adopt it—that the star which is called Worm- 
wood symbolizes a religious teacher who has 
become heretical. 

Such stars have often appeared in the course of 
Christian history. There may be expected an 
out-flashing of these disastrous stars in our times. 
And the New Testament leads us to anticipate the 
sinister fires of a peculiarly brilliant star whose 
name is Wormwood, just previous to the Second 
Advent of our Saviour Lord. 

In the early Christian period, such a star more 
than once loomed upon the world, and did its 
deadly work. Arius was a star called Wormwood. 
That heretic of the third century has left his traces 
to this day. Arius robbed our Lord of His essen- 
tial Deity. He reduced Him to the level of the 
grandest of created beings. He thereby destroyed 
the very foundations of the Christian faith. His 
bitter teachings are prevalent still. 

Pelagius was a star called Wormwood, and arose 
in the fourth century. He cast away the doctrine 
of original sin. .To him there was no fall of man. 
He glorified the human will: taught that no fall 
had impaired it ; and invested it with a force which 
Christian experience has always found to be 
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wanting. Pelagius embittered and destroyed 
many. And Pelagianism abides to-day. Per- 
haps it was never more general than now. 

The star called Wormwood is continually 
arising. Error is always being uttered forth by 
religious teachers. Heresy is ever with us. It 
becomes more and more manifest as the day of 
the Lord draweth near. 

The strange star to which my text introduces us 
is influential. It is termed “a great star.” 
General attention is attracted by it. It bulks 
large and brilliant upon the view. Heresy, by a 
master-stroke of Satan, often associates itself 
with religious teachers who are distinguished, 
who (either by ability or engineering) achieve 
prominent place. And too often influence has the 
force of argument. The greatness of the star 
makes many to be oblivious of its evil quality. 

But, despite all this, the star is rightly called 
Wormwood. Its effects are embittering. It fills 
with bitterness the souls who drink in its influence. 
That must be the ultimate effect, for God has: 
ordained it so. From this evil star and its dis- 
astrous ministry, the good Lord deliver the sons of 
men ! 

2. The Star has Specially Marked Features. It 
had occupied a sacred place. When it fell it fell 
“from heaven” (v. 10). O mystery, that one of 
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the celestial lights should become Wormwood ! 
Yet so it has often been. Many of the great 
heresiarchs have had honoured places in the Chris- 
tian Church. They have been Church Leaders, 
occupants of famous pulpits, had a name and a 
place among God’s ministers. And all this has 
lent to heresy an immense advantage and op- 
portunity. 

This star had once been in close relation with 
Christ. On His “right hand’”’ it had gleamed. 
The religious teacher who becomes heretical has 
not seldom been manifestly in contact with 
Christ. And that contact has left its beneficent 
traces. Good and beautiful qualities may have 
marked the perverted teacher. This, too, has 
helped the progress of error. Moral goodness 
has seemed a condonation of revolt from the 
revealed teaching of the Lord. But heresy is 
never so dangerous as when associated with much 
that is ethically winsome. The star is Wormwood, 
though once it shone in the Saviour’s right hand. 

The inspiration of the star was of an earthly 
quality. ‘‘ Burning as a torch” (v. ro, R.V.) is 
the description of its fire. Brilliant it was, but its 
light was not that of a true star, it was not a 
heavenly flame, but “as a torch.” Its fervours 
were of earth, not of heaven. It was no longer a 
member of the astral fraternity. Brilliant was 
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its meteoric course, but, star though it was, its 
light was but “as a torch.” Heretical illu- 
mination is not of heaven; it is an earthly 
fire. 

Andit remains that the star was apostate. It 
“fell”? (v. ro). It flashed the more because 
it was a falling star. Flaming but falling! All 
heretical teachers are falling stars. Their descent 
~ is sure, however prolonged. This is the faith 
and patience of the saints. The sheen of such a 
star can never compensate for its apostasy. 

Surely this strangely named star is rightly 
named. Wormwood is its nature, and Wormwood 
describes its effect. 

3. The Star Descended as a Judgment. A 
perusal of this remarkable apocalyptical chapter 
clearly reveals this. Heresy is frequently a 
visitation of God. Matthew Henry says: “ Cor- 
ruptions of doctrine and worship in a Church are 
themselves great judgments, and the usual causes 
and tokens of other judgments coming on a 
people.” 

Heresy is often a judgment on the apathy of 
the world. The world is indifferent to the truth 
of God, and God avenges Himself by the star 
called Wormwood. It may be a judgment on 
the Church’s infidelity. The Church sometimes 
toys with false doctrine. It apologizes for it. 
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It tolerates it. It says ‘“‘ conduct is everything, 
belief little or nothing.” It treats faith as if it 
were matter of opinion. And God causes the 
star called Wormwood to flash upon the culpable 
Church. That disastrous star may be a judgment 
upon individual tampering with error. God 
punishes like with like. Sin is avenged in kind. 
A man dallies with heresy, and is visited with 
error which embitters him and his. Let us be- 
ware lest God, Who fulfils Himself in many ways, 
should visit us for our laxity of doctrine with the 
appalling descent of the star whose name is 
Wormwood. 

4. The Star spoiled Great Sources of Blessing. 
“Tt fell upon the third part of the rivers, and 
upon the fountains of waters’’ (v. 10). And 
mark the sorry sequence: “ And the third part 
of the waters became wormwood . . . they were 
made bitter’ (v. 11). 

It was the reverse of the miracle upon the 
waters in the wilderness. There the bitter waters 
were sweetened ; here the sweet waters become 
wormwood. 

The “rivers’’ and ‘fountains’? were made 
bitter. The very sources of life and refreshment 
were turned into brackishness. How often has 
heresy done this? It has perverted the Scriptures 
till the holy oracles have been bitter to men’s 
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taste. Fearful havoc has false doctrine wrought 
with the Book Divine. That has become death 
which God ordained for life. Alas, the star 
called Wormwood has too often fallen upon the 
river of God, the fountain of the water of life. 
Heresy has embittered doctrine, ruthlessly evacu- 
ated it of its sweetness. It has, for example, 
dealt thus with our Lord’sdeath. That precious 
death has been represented no longer as an Atone- 
ment, but merely as a typical instance of self- 
sacrifice. Then what bitterness it causes to a 
poor, sinful, guilt-smitten soul who is looking for a 
Redeemer. 

Preaching is another of the rivers and fountains 
which are embittered by this fatal star. All the 
sweetness and all the re-invigorating quality leave 
it. Thirsty souls are destroyed, though idle 
fancies may be titillated. Sure as erroneous 
doctrine vitiates God’s ordinance of preaching, 
this is the record in heaven, ‘‘ Many men died of 
the waters, because they were made bitter.” 

Literature suffers the same embitterment when 
the noxious star falls upon the rivers and fountains. 
All the orders of literature have been made to deal 
out bitterness by reason of heresy. Theology, 
Philosophy, Science, Biography, Poetry—every 
running stream of these waters has been made 
bitter. Never was it more pitifully so than in our 
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day. Even fiction has caught the deadly con- 
tagion of the wormwood, till many modern novels 
seethe with every kind of religious and moral 
error. 

We must face the painful fact, and we must not 
soften our protest against it.. Wide is the in- 
fluence of the evil. ‘‘ It fell upon the third part of 
the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters.” 
A third part! Ah, who can measure the deso- 
lation accomplished over such an area! Wide- 
spread is the woe the star called Wormwood 
works. 

And the quality of the woe is as impressive 
as its extension. ‘“‘ Many men died of the waters, 
because they were made bitter.’”’ When the 
whole substance of the water becomes wormwood 
it is likely to be poisonous. It is easy to laugh at 
heresy, and gird at orthodoxy, and mock those 
who cry out for the truth, and deprecate a “‘ heresy 
hunt,” but it remains that “heresy kills souls.” 
They are murderers who disseminate error. Oh, 
beware lest thou, a teacher of the faith, become a 
star called Wormwood! You will cause men to 
die. Their ‘latter end” will be “bitter as 
wormwood.”’ Consider what Miss Rossetti says 
in her wonderful book, The Face of the Deep, 
and lay it well to heart: “If it be fatal to hold 
error, what must it be to propagate error?” 
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5. The Influence of the Star was not Universal. 
If it fel—turning them into wormwood—“ upon 
the third part of the rivers, and upon the foun- 
tains,’ it was only upon “ the third part.” AJl 
the rivers and fountains were not embittered. 
Two-thirds retained their sweetness. It is a 
delightful parable. Heresy has never completely 
dispread itself over the rivers and fountains. 
“Many men ”’ have “ died of the waters, because 
they were made bitter.” But never has there 
been uttermost ruin. Andit is so to-day, through 
grace. Avoid and pass by the bitter rivers and 
fountains, for on every hand sweet rivers and 
fountains flow. 

Is it only a conceit of mine that earlier in the 
chapter we are shown (v. 3) that it is to the prayers 
of saints we owe the lessening of the woful effects 
of this star called Wormwood? The prayers of 
the saints have kept us from the bitter streams, 
and have preserved many rivers and fountains 
in sweetness. The prayers of parents, of friends, 
of the little Church in the country to which you 
once belonged, have delivered you from false 
doctrine. And the Ascended Saviour is, to the 
same end, praying for you now. The prayers of 
the saints are more than a match for the star that 
is called Wormwood. 

Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall 
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never have to say, as Naomi pathetically did, 
“Call me Mara.” ‘“‘ Watch ye, stand fast in the 
faith’ ; then you can defy the dazzling descent of 
the star that is called Wormwood. 


XII 
FIGHTING AGAINST GOD 


“* Lest haply ye be found even to fight against God.” — 
Acts v. 39. 


[ T was a good thought,’ says Matthew 
Henry, commenting on this dictum of 
Gamaliel. Moreover it is a Scriptural thought. 
Gamaliel gathered his counsel from the best book 
of counsel. King Abijah cried, “ Fight ye not 
against the Lord God of our fathers, for ye shall 
not prosper.” Eliphaz cried concerning the 
wicked man: ‘He stretcheth out his hand 
against God, and strengtheneth himself against 
the Almighty. He runneth upon Him, even on 
His neck, upon the thick bosses of His bucklers.”’ 
What wonderful poetry! And it portrays an 
actual tragedy of modern life. Isaiah cried the 
same strange cry: “‘ Woe unto him that striveth 
with his Maker.”’) 
f"'So the possibility which Gamaliel entertains 
| is recognized through the Book of Life. ‘ Lest 
haply ye be found even to fight against God.” 
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We must mark that “‘lest.’’ It is a possibility. 
It would seem impossible. The idea of fighting 
against God might well make us shudder. “Yev— 
“ fighting.”’..‘Cagainst-God:”~O- wild and woful 
fighters!..The unholy-conflict-can--only-end-one 
-way. The very possibility of our doing this 
should drive us to vigilant and perpetual prayer.» 
© Nor can we afford to slur that “ ye.”” They were 
religious people who were alluded to. -O-that- 
“is~awfiery~““ye.”’ Many of them were religious 
leaders. Is it possible for such to be found 
fighting against God ? Ah, yes: ‘They have often 
done it. The army of the Lord has rebelled 
against its King. } “‘ Even” to do this! Every 
word Gamaliel dropped is weighty. Nor is the 
“even” the least weighty. Fighting against 
God is a climacteric. One evil leads to another. 
We may come “« 


ce 


even’’ to this. Who can esti- 
mate the evolution of sin? To what may it not 
lead? We may at length be found “even” to 
be fighting against God. Avoid the beginning 
of transgression for its development may have 
no limit. “Lest haply ye be found even to fight 
against God.” It will inevitably be discovered. 
Perhaps in this life. Assuredly at the end of 
all things, at the Judgment Seat of Christ. Let 
conscience find us now, lest our fellow-men and 
our Saviour-Judge discover us at length. 
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And what does “haply”’ mean? Do not, I 
pray you, scorn such elementary inquiries. ‘‘ Hap- 
ly’ signifies by hap, or by chance. Men and 
brethren, God grant that no such “hap” may 
ever fall to our lot ! 

Now bé-it-our profitable and heart-searching 
task to bethink us of divers-manners in which 
“haply ”’ we “ may be found even to fight against 
God.” Let us see if Gamaliel’s message is not 
seasonable still. | 

1. To act injuriously to Christian people is to 
fight against God. That is the immediate refer- 
ence of Gamaliel’s words. The apostles were 
being charged before the council of which Gama- 
liel was a member. What shall be done with 
these offenders? Gamaliel uses several argu- 
ments of more or less persuasive force; but this 
was his final consideration: ‘‘ Lest haply ye be 
found even to fight against God.” A We may 
in fighting a Christian, or a community of Chris- 
tians, be fighting against God. It is easy to 


harry and hurt a good man or woman, but sup-- 


posing you in so doing antagonize yourselves 
to God. God and the Christian are closely 
associated. Christ, the Incarnate God, is mysteri- 
ously identified with His people. They are 
members of His body. Christian mysticism 
declares that they merge their personality in His. 
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Then to fight against them may be fighting 
against God. Saul of Tarsus deemed himself to 
be but persecuting Christians, but he was as- 
tounded to discover that he was persecuting 
Christ. ‘‘ Why persecutest thou Me? ”’ cried the 
Risen Saviour. 

You cannot hurt a Christian without fighting 
against God. The weakest believer is dear to 
God. Take a thought before you vex and 
grieve “‘ one of these little ones.’”’ You can only 
bruise yourselves if you run upon “the thick 
bosses of His bucklers.”’ 

2. When we rebel against Providence we fight 
against God. Is there any way in which we more 
generally pursue that foolish and wicked conflict 
to-day ? We often ignore or overlook the simple 
but startling fact that Providence is God. And 
how apt we are to murmur against and denounce 
what falls to our lot. When we say it is our 
right to grumble we may be asserting a right to 
fight against God. 

Probably the fact of Providence is seen more 
dimly now than it ever was. We need to rehabili- 
tate this precious truth. A kind and large and 
wise and strong Providence is over every one of 
us. Our life is not the sport of chance: it is the 
arrangement of a God of Love. Every individual 
walks under a golden canopy of Providence. 
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It is often hard to see it, but faith discerns 
it. ‘‘ There’s a special Providence in the fall of a 
sparrow,’ says Hamlet. And every event in 
our lives is a special Providence. Yes. Either 
by direct act of God, or by God’s permission, 
everything is a special Providence. 

Life is drearier far if we reject this doctrine. 
Suicide is the resource of an increasing number, 
because they spurn this all-reconciling fact. 
Life is hard with the belief in Providence but it is 
harder far without it. It was beautifully said 
of Dr. George Matheson, the blind preacher, 
“He conquered through submission.’’ That is 
the perpetual secret of victory. He who meets 
the painsome events of life submissively meets 
them triumphantly. 

And how often we come to find that dark 
things have bright issues, and so suggest an all- 
wise and all-loving Providence. A wonderful 
alchemy turns basest to best : saddest to gladdest. 
There is an old Spanish proverb which says 
“God writes straight on crooked lines.”’ Do not 
let us endeavour to arrest the writing or to frus- 
trate the writer. Do not let us fight against God. 
Let us pray and strive to acquiesce in God’s 
arrangements. If we fight against God we shall 
ultimately discover that we have been fighting 
against ourselves. God’s interests and ours are 
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really one. He careth for us, and to fight against 
Him is to rebel against a loving Father and to 
wound the heart that loves us best. 

ga In spurning faithful ministers we fight against 
God. That was what the council of which 
Gamaliel was a member was inclined to do. 
They would have driven Peter and the apostles 
to imprisonment and even to eae But Gama- 
liel warns them of this dread possibility that in 
so doing they might be found even to be fighting 
against God. 

God and His true ministers are one. He who 
rejects a heaven-sent apostle insults the heaven 
which ordained that apostle. With a light heart 
men may fight the apostolate, but what if the 
while they are assailing God ? 

How often this has been done! A Church has 
starved out a good minister of the Lord and has 
not reckoned with the fact that it has in so doing 
insulted the God of heaven. The poor man went 
to penury and life-long mortification, or perhaps 
he died of a broken heart, and the unctuous perse- 
cutors thought they were done with him. No! 
They fought against God. They mocked the 
Holiest. They were anarchists before high heaven. 
Except they repent they will, without doubt, 
utterly perish. 

/ "Tt easy for ecclesiastical leaders to fight 
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against God by striving to suppress a powerful 
ministry. Jealousy, that filthiest fiend of the 
pit, has often instigated such attempts. But it is 
fighting against God and must involve the fighters 
in unspeakable ruin. ‘Touch not Mine anointed 
and do My prophets no harm,” is God’s warning 
word. | Happy they who lay that word to heart 
and sg escape the peril of fighting against God. 

4] They fight against God who perpetrate any 
evil. All wrong is enmity against God. Sin is 
warfare against the King of heaven; hence all 
who encourage sin are fighting against God. 
Gamaliel saw that by furthering persecution the 
council might be found engaged in that unholy 
war. It is indeed true that sinners know not 
what they do. Once let it flash upon them that 
they are fighting against God and surely they will 
desist. If in Church or State we are parties to 
the continuance of what is wrong we are God’s 
antagonists. If inthe home we persist in evil we 
fight against God. If in daily business we per- 
severe in an unjust course then we are on the 
warpath against God. 

Is it not of a truth time some of us laid this to 
heart ? Our sins are injurious not only to our- 
selves and to our fellow-men but also to God. 
This casts a ghastly light upon them. This is a 
reverberating call to immediate repentance. Break 
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offthy sins! Turntothe great Redeemer! Thou 
art fighting against God. Lay this to heart and 
Gamaliel will be an evangelist to thee by his 
trenchant caution which now rings in our hearing 
ears. 

5. By rejecting Divinely-established institutions 
and truths we fight against God. Gamaliel feared 
lest in fighting against the apostles and their 
teaching the “men of Israel”? might haply be 
found even to be fighting against God. Well 
might he cherish such a fear! They represented 
Divine institutions and Divine truths. Their 
opposers were fighting against God. Many 
are pursuing a similarly sinister course in 
our day. God’s institutions and God’s truths 
represent God. They are effluences of Him. 
Militancy against them is militancy against Him. 
They fight against God who reject the Bible. God 
is its Divine Author. It is the breathing forth of 
His Spirit. How dear it is to Him! Beware 
lest in wounding the Book you stab the Person 
behind the Book! To reject the Christian Church 
is to fight against God. It is no mere human 
institution. They do err who classify it with a 
hundred other social or benevolent agencies. It is 
a supernatural creation. It is ‘His body.” 
It is “the fullness of Him who all in all is being 
fulfilled.” Take care how you despise the Church 
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of God! Consider how you ought to behave in it. 
You may denounce it, and carp at it, and glory 
in its faultiness, and despise it, but haply you 
may be found in so doing to be fighting against 
God. In rejecting the ordinance of preaching 
you may be on the side of “‘the armies of the 
aliens.” Easy to pooh-pooh preaching. That 
is a trick easily learned. But it is God’s institu- 
tion, and in discharging your fiery arrows upon 
it you may be fighting against God. The preacher 
is nothing but his God is everything. 

We may contemn the doctrine of the Atone- 
ment. It may revolt our aesthetic taste. We 
may resent the very idea of a propitiation for sin. 
We may write it down, preach it down, sneer it 
down ; yet we may discover when it is too late 
that we have been all the while fighting against 
God. O pause, and pray, and pause again, and 
pray again, ere you tread down God’s institutions 
and God’s truths! 

6. In refusing the Gospel of Salvation men 
fight against God. Gamaliel’s fellow-councillors 
did this. Countless multitudes in every age 
emulate their disastrous example. The Gospel 
which the apostles preached is the Gospel of 
God. His very heart’s blood is in it. He is 
eternally identified with it. It represents His 
supremest wisdom and power. To decline the 
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offer of the Gospel is in a peculiarly significant 
sense to fight against God. Thus one of our great 
evangelical hymnists conceives it when pleading 
with impenitent and unbelieving men he cries: 


‘“‘ Yield to His love’s resistless power 
And fight against your God no more.” 


” Are any of us maintaining this evil and hopeless 
warfare? Let us lay down our arms this hour,4 
Turn to the Gospel with a trustful heart. The 
Incarnate God for you hath died. Accept that 
Atoning Sacrifice. Receive the pardon and the 
life eternal which are in Christ. ‘“ Fight against 
your God no more.” 
~* Be our happy lot to fight for God and in no wise 
against Him. “ Fight the good fight of faith.” 
Under memorable circumstances ‘some of the 
scribes of the Pharisees’ part ’’ uttered the counsel 
“Let us not fight against God,” We will take 
their SESS , 


XIII 
CUMBRANCE AND BURDEN AND STRIFE 


“Your cumbrance, and your burden, and your strife.” 
DEUT. i, 12, 


OW modern this sounds! It requires a great 

effort of imagination to realize that these 

words were addressed to people who lived ages 

ago. Surely this word might have been spoken 

primarily to us. Herein, will I ever say, is the 

-wonderfulness of the Bible. It mirrors life in 

every period of history. This Old Testament 

depicts our life. Never can its significance be 

exhausted. Read the Holy Book if you would 
know life. 

Moses spoke to Israel concerning ‘“‘its cum-. 
brance,’’ and its ‘‘ burden,’ and its “ strife.” 
It is almost startling to hear that life had such 

ainsome elements in the old times. A modern 

* fetionist entitles one of his stories, “‘ The World 
Went Very Well Then.’’ And we are apt to 
idealize the days that are past. Itis easy tospeak 
of the good old times. But life has always had its 
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tragic aspects. The cross is a symbol which every 
age can appreciate by dolorous experience. Even 
Israel in the wilderness had its cumbrance, and 
its burden, and its strife. Life has always been 
rigorous, and whatever age we might have lived 
in would have witnessed our tribulation and dis- 
\_cipline. 

1. Cumbrance, and burden, and strife are a collec- 
tive characteristic. Moses is addressing himself to 
the whole people of Israel. He has the nation in 
view. And he credits them all with cumbrance, 
and burden, and strife. Observe the thrice- 
repeated “‘ your.’’ These elements were common 
to all. And all people in all times may be 
thus challenged: ‘ Your cumbrance, and. your 

burden, and your strife.” 
~ What is “cumbrance”’? It is that which 
cumbers or encumbers; that which renders ac- 
tion difficult and toilsome ; hindrance ; embarrass- 
ment. And is this ancient only? Or is it 
modern only ? Our life is full of ‘‘ cumbrance.” 
Which of us has an unimpeded path? Who 
travels in uninterrupted progress? Is effort 
always easy? Are any of us unaccustomed to 
hindrances ? "5 

«Your cumbrance ” is an expression which is 
peculiarly pertinent to our modern life. The old 
Book of Deuteronomy describes our daily experi- 
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ence. No novel could so well delineate life as we 
know it. The youngest and brightest of us has 
his ‘‘cumbrance.”’ Middle-life is sadly disquieted 
by its ““cumbrance.” Even old-age knows all 
too well the pathos of ‘‘ cumbrance.” 

Our scholars tell us that an equivalent for the 
Hebrew word here rendered cumbrance is “‘ pres- 
sure.” Pressure is the supreme feature of life 
to-day. Nearly every one groans under it. We 
have so little quiet. Action overwhelms reflec- 
tion, and almost annihilates personality. You 

-can all expound for yourselves the phrase which 
Moses uttered to Israel, ‘‘ Your cumbrance.”’ 

I only find any form of this expressive word 
twice otherwhere in the whole Scripture. ‘‘ Why 
cumbereth it the ground?” is the eminently 
reasonable inquiry concerning the barren tree. 
And really the very earth seems cumbered, checked 
in its best development. Inanimate nature is 
made to groan and travail under its ‘‘ cumbrance.” 
Of the ever-alert Martha we read that she was 
“‘cumbered with much serving.” And that is 
exactly what cumbers most of us to-day. Many 
a heart sighs as it realizes how it is hindered of 
achieving so much it desires to accomplish be- 
cause of ‘‘ much serving.’’ We are so busy that 
our ‘‘ cumbrance ”’ almost overwhelms us. 

A great writer spoke of “‘ the cumbrance of each 
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hindering doubt.” Sometimes it is not our work, 
but our doubt, that so cumbers us. Oh, if we 
could but be triumphant believers! But we 
doubt, and doubt, and doubt. And it sadly cum- 
bers us. It is simple faith which is the secret of 
true progress. Could we resolve our doubts we 
should wonderfully mitigate our “‘ cumbrance.”’ 

Probably I have not named your ‘‘cumbrance’”’; 
but I have suggested it. With many it is tem- 
poral. Physical weakness. Business anxieties. 
Overwork. Poverty. Bereavement. And who 
has not spiritual ‘‘cumbrance’’? All the spiri- 
tual Israel knows an ungainlier cumbrance than 
ancient Israel ever knew. Our inbred sin. Our 
besetting sin. Sin is a vastly worse evil in a 
Christian than it was ina Jew. Oh, that deadly 
“cumbrance”’ of ours! And what cumbrance 
many of us have in our temptations. We are 
arrested by them continually. Their pressure 
is our daily agony. 

Moses recognized Israel’s cumbrance, and 
so must every man of God. Moses spake to 
cumbered people, and sought to alleviate their 
perplexity. And in this he represented God. 
O, cumbered man or woman, the word of the 
Lord cometh to thee! Hear it, read it, believe 
it, and give thanks for its infinite sympathy. 

“Your burden.” Had all those people a 
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burden @_¥es, And so have all people to-day. 
Each of us deems his burden the heaviest and 
most grievous of all burdens. But, if you knew 
the gravity of your neighbour’s burden, it would 
reconcile you to your burden. God deals out all 
burdens, and He lays upon each of us the very 
burden which is best adapted to us. We come 
to realize this as we are taught of the Holy Spirit. 
Wecome to see also that our burden is the very one 
which will, if faithfully borne, discipline us best 
for eternal life. 

-took-up-my~concordance;~and scanned the 
references in the Bible to burdens. It is.a*touch- 
ing and instructive series of allusions: ” The Bible 
isthe burden-bearer’s book. Read it, such an one, 
and thou shalt find in it sympathy and strengthen- 
ing. Most tenderly does‘the Word of God recog- 
nize “ Your burden” 

What is “your burden”? You all know. 
Your face crimsons as you acknowledge to your- 
self what your special burden is. Meanwhile the 
Saviour cries ‘‘ If sim be your burden, O come unto 

Job declared that he was a burden to himself. 
Many a manis. We have so perverted our per- 
sonality that we have to say, ‘‘] am a burden to 
myself.” But Christ can set us free. He can 
make a burdened individuality to become a 
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winged individuality, soaring aloft into the 


| heavenly places. 


_ 


“Your strife.’ And who is a stranger to 
strife? Struggle is a very definite feature of 
present-day life. “‘One enemy is too much,” 
said an old writer. But who of us has only one ? 
Within and without, we all know the bitterness of 
strife. What Paul said incidentally, many have 
to say perpetually, ‘“‘ Without were fightings ””— 
and there are fiercer - fightings within. 


f~ Jeremiah deprecated that he had been born 


“qa man of strife.’ That is the predestination 
of some men. And they have often mourned it. 
Principal Rainy,,..whose—rich—Biography—I-have 
several-times-aliuded-to-in-recent™weeks, was “a 
man of strife’”’ in Ecclesiastical Courts, and in 
reading his record it is easy to discern that much 
of the strife was foreign to his constitutional 
tastes and preferences. We must beware lest 
“‘ our strife ’’ becomes congenial to us. Paulad- 
monished Timothy of things which ‘‘ do gender 
strifes.” Let-me-ventureto-warn-youof allsuch 
things...ake-heed lest.“ your’strife**-be-ofyour 
ewn~kindhing>™ \ 

.. As for your spiritual strife, it can only end with 
life. It-is a hard but a good fight. Courage, 
brother! Pray without ceasing, and watch there- 


| unto. Victory shall presently end your strife. 
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Truly ‘“‘ your cumbrance, and your burden, and | 


your strife’ is a true report of universal human 
life. - ~ 

2. In some degree each must bear the cumbrance, 
and burden, and strife of all. Moses declares he 
cannot alone “‘ bear’’ all this. But he had borne 
it bravely and wonderfully. And to the end he 
bore a vast degree of it. Nor can any of us quite 
escape. The solidarity of humanity involves us 
in it. If one order of men is impoverished, all 
other orders will share the impoverishment. It is, 
in a lesser degree, a law of humanity that law of 
the Christian Church. ‘If one member suffer 
the other members suffer with it.’”’ Humanity 
is a unity, and nothing can really destroy that 
unity. 

Every Christian must bear sympathetically the 
cumbrance, and burden, and strife around him. 
He must take them to his heart. He must be 
rich in compassion, if he be poor in all beside. 
This means a heavy drain upon our hearts. Truly 
to be a Christian is to be a cross-bearer. Yet 
who would not be such? Who would not be a 
Moses amid God’s people Israel ? 

3. There are appointed helpers of men’s cum- 
brance, and burden, and strife. At God’s command 
Moses had appointed and the people had elected 
“‘wise men, and understanding, and known,” 
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who were, with Moses, to “‘ bear” Israel’s cum- 
brance and burden and strife. The nation de- 
clared this to be good for them. It is specially 
the lot of some to ‘‘ bear’ these painful elements 
for their fellows. Parents are thus appointed in 
behalf of their children. Ministers have this to 
bear for their people. Churches stand in this 
relation to the obstructed, heavy laden, and war- 
ring world. Christian workers among the poor 
and afflicted are peculiarly appointed to this 
pathetic and onerous duty; and not seldom, 
depressed by the magnitude of their task, such an 
one cries, as did Moses: ‘‘ How can I myself 
alone bear your cumbrance, and your burden, 
and your strife ?”’ 

What delightful comfort that God has shown 
His solicitude for our chequered life by giving us 
ineffable helpers of our cumbrance, and our burden, 
and our strife! The Word of God is a supreme 
helper. Howit gives us rest amid our cumbrance, 
strength for our burden, and courage for our 
strife! Deep and abundant is its helpfulness. 
Oh, search the Scripture, and drink in its strong 
consolation, ye cumbered, laden, and struggling 
men and women! The Church and its institu- 
tions is a noble helper. Many of you could not 
sustain yourselves amid your cumbrance, and 
your burden, and your strife were it not for the 
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grace you find in Zion. Use well, I pray you, 
what God has given to uphold you in the doubtful 
race. 

4. The Holy Spirit specially helps amid cum- 
brance, and burden, and strife. God affords us 
grander aid in the Comforter than Israel ever had 
in Moses or its captains or judges. How the 
Spirit comforts us tillamid cumbrance we are not 
destroyed, and amid burdens we are not ex- 
hausted, and amid strife we are victorious. How 
He evokes prayer, so that we are made daily 
adequate, and frequently invincible, amid our 
cumbrance, and burden, and strife. And how He 
sanctifies these to our soul’s prosperity till we 
learn in respect of our “‘ cumbrance ”’ to say with 
James Smetham, * Bless God—even for repres- 
sion in progress’ ; and in regard of our “‘ burden” 
we come to thank God for the welcome load ; and 
as far as our “strife ’’ is concerned we see that a 
holy struggle is better far than an unsanctified 
quietude. Our cumbrance, and our burden, and 
our strife, by the Spirit’s gracious aid, become the 
great. factors of our everlasting beatitude. And 
how the Holy Spirit works hope in us, till 
we abound in hope even amid cumbrance, bur- 
den, and strife; and sing amid it all, and in the 
prospect of it all, as General Gordon loved 
to do: 
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‘God imparteth by the way 
Strength sufficient for the day.” 

O cumbered people, bring your cumbrance to 
the Saviour, and He will shed forth His Spirit 
upon you till amid that cumbrance you have 
serenity! Burdened ones, come to Him, and He 
will enable you to bear your burdens gracefully 
and heroically! Strugglers, come to the glorious 
Lord, and in His virtue you shall so conduct your 
strife that at length you shall exclaim, “‘I have 
fought the beautiful fight.’ 


XIV 
THE INVINCIBILITY OF THE BIBLE 


“The Scripture cannot be broken.””—JoHN x. 35. 


TREMENDOUS assertion! And when we 

remember who was the Assertor, the asser- 

tion accumulates tremendousness. It was the 

incarnate and infallible God Who made this 
stupendous avowal. 

To what “Scripture ’’ does our Lord allude ? 
There are those who say that His reference is 
only to the particular passage He had just quoted. 
But that is a quite inadequate exposition. He is 
really referring to the whole Bible. He, the 
Prophet of prophets, has the whole canon of 
Scripture before Him as He speaks. He reviews 
our Bible as we have it to-day ; and He endorses. 
it all. He puts His sovereign imprimatur upon 
the whole Book. He writes His autograph 
upon it. He throws His divine egis over the 
Divine Volume. 

Really the words are a parenthesis, as the 
Revised Version shows. And what is a paren- 


thesis ? A truth which is, however true in itself, 
143 
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not necessary to the validity of the particular 
argument. The Lord Christ is conducting a 
specific argument, and in the midst of it He halts 
and utters this glorious generality: ‘“‘ The Scrip- 
ture cannot be broken.” 

Some of the loveliest and profoundest of 
Scripture oracles are parentheses. The parenthe- 
tical words of the Bible amply repay study. 
This is one of the very richest of them. It is 
an episodical message, yet an eternal message. 
It isa beautiful and fragrant flower which the 
Divine Traveller drops as He passes along His 
path. 

What a “‘cannot’’ is this! ‘‘ The Scripture 
cannot be broken.”’ Have you ever pondered the 
“cannots”’ of the Bible? They are deeply 
suggestive. Those grand and solemn impossibi- 
lities of Scripture are a fruitful study. Nor is 
there a more inexorable ‘‘ cannot’ in the Bibie 
than this. Had the Lord said ‘ The Scripture 
must not be broken ”’ it would have been an ad- 
monition to lay to heart. Had He said, “‘ The 
Scripture shall not be broken ”’ it would have been 
a fountain of reassurance regarding the Holy 
Book. But He declares “The Scripture cannot 
be broken.” It is a matter of impossibility. 
No weapon that is formed against this book can 
ever prosper. 
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“Broken” is a significant word. The voca- 
bulary of our Lord is a rich study. What a 
contribution He has made to human speech and to 
human literature! This seems to have been a 
favourite word of His in reference to Scripture. 
In another place He spoke of the law of Moses 
being ‘‘ broken.” The literal word occurs many 
times in the New Testament, now in a literal, and 
now as here, in a symbolical sense. It has had 
various English renderings, such as “‘ destroyed ”’ 
and “‘ loosened.’” Adam Clarke rendered it “ dis- 
solved.” He conceived of the Lord as saying 
“ The Scripture cannot be dissolved.”” The Bible 
is a grand solid integrity, a close-fibred substance. 
All manner of corrosive and destructive acids 
shall be brought to bear upon it, but it shall resist 
them all. No potency can disintegrate this rock. 

When I turn to Godet—that seer-like student 
of this Gospel—I find this note upon my text: 
“ The expression shows the unbounded confidence 
with which the Word of Scripture inspired Jesus.” . 
Yes, the Old Testament inspired unbounded con- 
fidence in Jesus! The text strikingly illustrates 
that unbounded confidence. His words may be 
paraphrased thus: ‘“‘The Scripture cannot lose 
its binding power.’’ Or thus: ‘“ The Scripture 
cannot be set aside as wrong.” Or thus: ‘‘ The 
Scripture cannot be taken exception to.”’ Verily 
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our Lord had unbounded confidence in the Bible. 

Is there not a remarkable contrast between the 
‘‘unbounded confidence” of Jesus and the 
“bated breath and whispering humbleness ”’ with 
which some of His followers speak of the Bible ? 
It really appears to inspire anything but “ un- 
bounded confidence’ in many religious teachers 
to-day. Whence arises this hiatus between our 
Lord’s attitude to the Bible and that of some 
modern Christians ? O that we could recover our 
Lord’s “unbounded confidence’”’ in the Holy 
Book! He declares it to be invincible. He 
describes it as an infallible guide. He avows 
that it will outlast all criticism and march in the 
vanguard of all civilization and all intellectualism. 
We are bound to be optimistic concerning the 
Bible if we receive His word, ‘‘ The Scripture 
cannot be broken.” 

1. Let us examine our Lord’s claim for the 
Bible. What an area that claim covers! How 
vast is Christ’s endowment of Scripture! He 
claims that the Bible is invincible in every part. 
It appears to me that the Lord’s verdict involves 
no less. He is speaking of the Bible as a whole. 
He calls it “The Scripture.” That was His 
favourite designation of the Bible. He loved 
best to speak of it by that name. It became also 
St. Paul’s favourite name for the Book, Christ 
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uses the term which suggests unity and inclusive- 
ness. He includes every book of the Bible in 
His designation. And it is when thus speaking 
of the Book in its completeness that He declares 
“The Scripture cannot be broken.” It is invin- 
cible every whit. There is no weak link in the 
chain. It is divine and enduring in every part. 
Allis of permanent power and grace. A tremen- 
dous claim indeed! And many dissent from so 
inclusive a pronouncement. They think that 
certain parts of the Bible can be broken. They 
believe that there are tracts of Scripture which 
can be set aside and taken exception to. But 
Christ made no exception. If He did not, and 
yet there ave exceptions, then He seriously misled 
us. I believe that He made no exceptions 
because there are none to be made. 

What of the Book of Esther? Cannot it be 
broken? Some say it has no right to be included 
in our Bible. They assure us that the name of 
God does not occur in those pages. Is not that - 
a somewhat puerile criticism? Is it not a piece 
of literary ritualism? The great consideration 
is not whether His name be in the Book, but 
whether the Spirit and teaching of God are in it. 
The Christian consciousness, and not scholarship, 
is the final arbiter in these matters; and that 
consciousness declares that the Book of Esther 
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is a noble treatise on Providence in public affairs. 
Were such a book absent from the Scripture the 
Holy Book would be distinctly incomplete. 
Christ made no exception of the Book of Esther, 
and His believing people declare that He was 
right. 

What of the Book of Ecclesiastes? Many 
say that 7# can be broken. Again I reply that 
Christ did not except it. It is alleged to be 
cynical. Are there no cynical moods in human 
life ? And would the Bible truly reveal God if it 
were not an accurate moral history of man? 
It is charged with being undiluted pessimism. 
I demur to the charge. It is pessimistic in its 
view of everything apart from God, and experience 
of modern life confirms such pessimism. Fun- 
damentally and finally it is an optimistic book. 
«Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter : 
Fear God and keep His commandments.”’ That 
is true optimism, not pessimism. In the life 
of to-day we have great need of such a book as 
Ecclesiastes. Christ did not except it, and the 
Christian consciousness says He was all wise in 
refusing to except it. 

What of the Song of Solomon? The Lord 
included it. Yet many describe it as an erotic 
song and little more. I believe it to be greatly 
more, Itis, as C.H. Spurgeon described it after 
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one of the early Fathers, ‘The Most Holy 
Place.” Itisno book for spiritualtyros. It isa 
mystical allegory ; a rich parable of the relations 
between the loving God and His lovers. No 
place of Scripture expresses the rapture of Chris- 
tian experience as does that Eastern love drama. 
It is spiritually valid for ever. Christ made no 
exception of it,and His devoutest followers have 
abundantly endorsed His attitude. 

So with every Book of Scripture however 
assailed. ‘‘ The Scripture (in its entirety) cannot 
be broken.’ In every part it abides the test. 
The Bible is invincible in every part. 

But our Lord’s claim involves yet more. He 
implicitly asserts that the Bible is invincible in 
every point. The setting of the text is full of 
significance. They had charged the Saviour with 
blasphemy ;. and it is part of His answer to quote 
Psalm Ixxxii. 6. “I have said, ye are gods.” 
He argues that as the title God was applied to the 
ancient Hebrew magistrates, it cannot be assump- 
tion on His part to say, “‘ I am the Son of God.” 
It is in connexion with a quotation of an obscure 
sentence of an obscure Psalm that our Lord 
declares “The Scripture cannot be broken.” 
Even in its remoter parts, even in its nooks and 
crannies, the Bible is irrefragable. Not the most 
obscure portion of this Book Divine can be inval- 
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idated. And this is Christ’s invariable attitude 
towards Scripture. He pronounced that whoso 
should break “‘ one of these least commandments ”’ 
should be “‘ called least in the kingdom of heaven.” 
He said, “It is easier for heaven and earth to 
pass away than for one tittle of the law to fail.” 
A ‘‘tittle”’ is the tip or horn of aletter. How 
could the great Teacher have indicated more 
vividly the invincibility of the minutest points of 
Scripture ? All its moral and spiritual teachings 
are true for evermore. Thus our Lord associates 
Himself unreservedly with the invincibility of 
the Bible in all its parts and in all its points. 

2. Let us consider the ground on which this 
claim vests. The Bible is a Divine Book—and 
it is as such Christ always treats it. To Him it 
stands for nothing less than the Word of God. I 
said that ‘‘ The Scripture ’’ was Christ’s favourite 
name for the Bible. Is not that name an implied 
tribute to the Divinity of the book? “ The 
Scripture’’—The writing! Is there no other 
writing? We preserve that implication in the term 
“The Bible ”»—The book. Is there no other book ? 
The title of the book is a tacit claim for the 
Divinity of the book. Daniel spoke of ‘ The 
Scripture of truth.’’ Paul spoke of “ The holy 
Scripture.” But the great unqualified phrase 
“The Scripture ”’ seems to signify the most. 


THE INVINCIBILITY OF THE BIBLE 15% 


How do we arrive at a belief in the Divinity 
of the Bible? Bengel calls my text ‘‘a most 
firmly-established axiom.” That great scholar 
thus claims that the assertion is self-evidently 
true, so true that no amount of argument could 
make it more assuredly true. This is a strong 
position to assume. But it is, for a Christian,a 
warranted position. The invincibility of Scrip- 
ture is axiomatic to a Christian believer. How 
so? Because he discerns the Divinity of the 
Book by a spiritual vision. Not intellectually, 
but spiritually is the Divineness of the Bible 
seen. A trustful heart is the great medium of 
vision. We must hold to this doctrine. The 
Bible itself claims that it is spiritually discerned, 
The disciple-heart sees what the brilliant intellect 
cannot descry. Let a man thus read his Bible 
and it will be to him ‘a most firmly established 
axiom ”’ that the Bible is invincible. 

If the Bible’s Divinity be an axiom to the 
believer, is it yet provable to a non-believer? I 
believe such to be the case, paradoxical though 
it may appear. Can you prove the inspiration of 
Scripture ? Yes, by moral demonstration. There 
are many lines ofevidence. There never was such 
a complete armoury of weapons for the defence 
of the Bible as there is to-day. The constitution 
of the book demonstrates its divinity. So does 
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the very existence of the book. So does its moral 
influence. So doesits picture of the Saviour. So 
does its universaladaptation. But the authenti- 
cation of the Bible by our Lord Jesus Christ is, 
to the believer, proof positive that it is invincible. 
Whatever He says must be true. There is no 
court of appeal from His decisions. Nothing is 
more impressive than Christ’s constant authenti- 
cation of the Bible. He cites or refers to the Old 
Testament probably more than four hundred 
times. What need have we of further witness ? 
To us Christ is God. Whatever He says concern- 
ing the Bible is, to us, an end of all controversy. 
To overthrow the Bible, Christ must first be 
discredited. The logical outcome of all anti- 
supernaturalistic criticism of Scripture is Unitari- 
anism. If the Bible be not what Christ declared 
it to be, then is His Divinity vanished. But that 
can never be. We hold it true for evermore, 
because He avowed it, that “‘ The Scripture cannot 
be broken.” 

3. Let us make practical application of our 
Lord’s claim. As “The Scripture cannot be 
broken ” we do well to make our Bible a weapon 
of defence. Meet all attacks upon the faith with 
this true Damascus blade. Meet your own sins, 
and the sins of the age, with Scripture truth. No 
other weapon can lay the foe. Say of this goodly 
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“sword of the Spirit ’’ as David did of Goliath’s 
sword, ‘‘ Give me that, for there is none like it.”’ 

Use your Bible as a fountain of consolation. 
Amid all the sorrows of life drink comfort from 
this inviolable well. Paul speaks of the ‘‘ com- 
fort of the Scriptures.’’ No comfort is so deep 
and so sweet. ‘‘ This is the Book one always 
comes back to,” said Henry Drummond in his 
last illness. Oh, come back to it continually 
amid the pains of life and of death! 

Believe and testify to this invincible book as 
a Gospel. Here the way of salvation is to be 
found and here alone. Here is proclaimed God’s 
good news of a Saviour who can and will deliver 
from the wrath to come, and will clothe the soul 
with spiritual graces. 

Realize this invincible book as making a demand 
upon you. Read it! God’s book is the unread 
Book. That is the tragedy of life and literature. 
We need nothing so much to-day as a revival 
of Bible-reading. It would cure all our ills, 
political, social, moral, and religious. Read the 
Book itself, and not only books about the Bible. 
God has written a book, then better neglect all 
other books than ignore it. Practise this won- 
drous book. Turn it into deeds. By reading the 
Bible you will yourself become a bible. Let 
your grand life-endeavour be to attain Bible- 
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Christianity. Spread this invincible Book. O 
give to every creature under heaven this Book 
Divine which is his birthright. 

Pray your way into the innermost core and 
secret of this Holy Book. Cry ‘Open Thou 
mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things 
out of Thy law.” 

Prayer is the King’s Highway by which we 
travel into the central glory of the city of Revela- 
tion. 


XV 
THE DISADVANTAGED CHRIST 


“ For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant 
and as a root out of a dry ground.’’—Isa. liii. 2. 


ET us think about the disadvantaged Christ. 
The prophet describes the Incarnate Re- 
deemer as encompassed with disadvantages. It 
will help our oft-disadvantaged lives to consider 
the drawbacks of our Saviour’s earthly lot. Pray 
God it may enable us to estimate more highly 
the price of our Redemption. 

1. Christ's disadvantages were Predicted. Who 
can exhaust the significance of that fact ? What 
were the reasons for such a procedure? It was 
never true of another that hundreds of years 
before His Birth the setting of his life should be 
indicated. Notice too, that He is portrayed, 
so to say, anonymously. The prophet simply 
speaks of Him as ‘“‘ He.” A pronoun takes the 
place of a proper name. Isaiah seems never to 
dream that any will wonder to whom is his re- 


ference. And the Christian consciousness has 
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long ago recognized the exclusive reference of 
these pathetic words. Only blinded Jews and 
a school of spiritually-undiscerning critics have 
doubted that the suffering Saviour-God is the 
theme of this incomparable chapter. 

How vivid is this prediction of the disadvan- 
taged Christ !_ The symbolism is all but dramatic. 
Who can fail to see the pensive suggestiveness 
of the ‘tender plant’ and “the dry ground ” ? 
But in the R.V. the representation is yet more 
vivid, for it renders the verb in the past tense, 
“ He gvew up before Him as a tender plant and asa 
root out of a dry ground.” Isaiah speaks of the 
distant future as if it were the distant past. He 
sees all the tragedy as already performed. So 
sure and real is it all, that prophecy speaks with 
the voice of history. 

How surprising that Christ’s disadvantages 
should be foretold, and so vividly foretold! You 
can only account for it by His Deity. It is God 
who is to stoop so low. It is the King Eternal 
who resigning His crown is to sound the depths 
of woe. It is the illimitable God who is to be 
contracted within such humiliating bounds. We 
wonder not at the prediction of His disadvantages 
when we know Whose disadvantages they were. 

On account of His Saviourship this dark picture 
of His anticipated sorrows is painted. By His 
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disadvantages He is to redeem the world. Along 
this rough and stormy road our Deliverer is to 
journey. The salvation of the soul is exceeding 
precious and all the items of its achievement must 
be disclosed beforehand. 

And was there not another reason why Christ’s 
disadvantages were predicted? It was surely 
to prepare the world for God’s method of bringing 
character to its grandest development. By loss, 
and deprivation, and pain, the souls of men are per- 
fected. By sacrifice the saints make their glory 
sure. Our sufferings cannot redeem : our Lord has 
a monopoly of redeeming sorrow ; but we fill up 
what is lacking in the sufferings of Christ. There 
was nothing lacking in atoning virtue, but (in 
reverence be it said) there was something lacking 
in ethical perfecting. We dare not have spoken 
ofa “lacking ’”’ element had not the Holy Spirit 
given that bold word to the apostle. Christians in 
enduring their earthly disadvantages continue and 
complete their Saviour’s sufferings. And only as 
they thus do are they sanctified. By hard-pressing 
disadvantages the Sanctifier and them that are 
sanctified are demonstrated to be “ all of One.” 

2. Christ's disadvantages were Manifold. They 
are here described as personal and as relative. 
‘He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant.” 
He is to be frail. He is to be unimpressive as to 
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outward appearance: “‘ Asapling.” ‘A sucker.” 
‘A layer-shoot ’’—these are the renderings of 
scholars. Christ when Incarnate here was “a 
tender plant.’”” We do not read of Him being the 
victim of sickness, but there are indications that 
He was not physically vigorous. His labours 
exhausted Him. He was no cedar proudly 
defying all the windy storms and tempests. He 
grew up as a tender plant. His personality 
was not obtrusive nor dramatic. All eyes were 
not immediately directed towards Him. Not as 
the sturdy oak but rather as the storm-bowed 
sapling was our Incarnate Lord. Yes. Hewasas 
atender plant. He was disadvantaged as to His 
surroundings. ‘As a root out of a dry ground ” 
He grewup. Inno Eden did He upspring. Not in 
fertile soil was He reared. He did not appear in 
a land so rich that it had only to be tickled with 
a spade to laugh into flowers. It was “a dry 
ground’”’ from which this sapling uprose. The 
Jewish nation, of whom as concerning the flesh He 
came,was at that time peculiarly a dry ground. 
The age in which He lived was indeed a dry 
ground—intellectually, socially, morally, every 
way. But especially did He grow up a root 
out of a dry ground in that He—as a man—came 
of human nature. That is spiritually a dry 
ground. They may ascribe great things to it who 
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will, but fallen human nature is a dry ground. 
Very unpropitious it is. How disadvantaged 
our Lord and Saviour was! As John Trapp has 
it, ‘God hid His Son under the carpenter’s son.” 
He grew up —‘‘as a tender plant, and as a root 
out of a dry ground.” 

Solace yourselves by thoughts of Him all ye 
tender plants and roots out of a dry ground! 
Some of you are tender plants, physically, ment- 
ally, and morally. Frail and exposed to much 
assaulting is your personality! And some of 
you are roots out of a dry ground. Your 
surroundings, your heredity, are adverse to your 
best life. But consider Him who was so encom- 
passed with disadvantages. It is enough for the 
servant that he be as his Lord. 

3. Christ's disadvantages did not prevent His 
brogress. Despite the limitations of His lot ‘‘ He 
shall grow up ”’ the prophet declares. ‘‘ He grew ”’ 
(R.V.) is the probably correcter declaration. 
The tender plant was not destroyed. Delicacy 
did not involve decay. The root, though in 
adry ground, grewup. One of the commentators 
compares it to one of those plants of the desert 
which has ‘‘a large succulent root full of fluid,” 
so that it has secret refreshment where neither 
earth nor air seem to have moisture. 

Christ triumphed over all disadvantages. ‘‘ He 


160 THE UNVEILED EVANGEL 


grew.” He grew physically, and mentally, and 
in all the qualities of human nature. He grew 
ininfluence. And He still grows therein. Above 
the earth and the heavens has grown that “ tender 
plant’ and that “root out of a dry ground.” 
All this is, in our lower degree, a parable of all 
God’s disadvantaged children. How many we 
have known whose disadvantages put no arrest 
upon them. They “ grew ’’—tender plants and 
roots out of a dry ground though they assuredly 
were. Cheer thee, O disadvantaged one! Thy 
Lord is thy pattern and thy prophecy! Intel- 
lectually, and spiritually, and influentially, they 
may grow ineffably who are crowded with dis- 
advantages. 

4. Christ's disadvantages caused many to reject 
Him. Our Lord’s earthly drawbacks were pro- 
phetically described as a touchstone of men. 
By our disadvantaged Redeemer the thoughts 
of many hearts were to be revealed. How much 
that “for’’ suggests with which the text is in- 
troduced! “‘ For He shall grow up before Him 
as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry 
ground.” The “ For’ connects the sentence 
with the previous verse. ‘‘ Who hath believed our 
report ? And to whom is the arm of the Lord 
revealed ?’’ How is itthat our preaching is not 
believed ? How is it that men do not see God’s 


THE DISADVANTAGED CHRIST 16x 


power revealed in the story of Redemption ? Here 
is the answer: “ For He grew up before Him asa 
tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground.” 
Our Lord’s earthly disadvantages explain the 
unbelieved report and the unrevealed arm of 
Jehovah. Later in the verse the idea is further 
developed. “ He hath no form nor comeliness : 
and when we shall see Him there is no beauty that 
we should desire Him.” Men spurned Him 
because He was a disadvantaged Christ. The 
pitiful fact is plainly told in v. 3. “ He is de- 
spised and rejected of men.” St. Peter echoes 
this and cries concerning Him, “ rejected indeed 
of men.” 

Are any of us acting this blinded part ? Does 
our Lord’s lack of earthly glamour indeed offend 
us? This were folly inconceivable. Faith 
exults to discern a Divine Saviour in the tender 
plant and the root of a dry ground. 

5. Christ’s disadvantages were under the cogniz- 
ance of God. Do not for a moment miss the 
delightful ‘‘ before Him ”’ which is in the heart 
of this text. The disadvantaged Christ grew up 
“before Him,” that is before Jehovah. That 
lends a charmed aspect to the pathetic situation. 
Our Lord, tender plant and root out of a dry 
ground though He was, grew up “ before Him.” 
Jehovah observed His disadvantaged Son. Never 
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for one moment were Jehovah’s eyes averted from 
Him. Yea, He was the light of His all-seeing eyes 
all through the days of His humiliation. And it is 
(in degree) the same with every child of God who 
is oppressed, and tried, he grows up “‘ before Him.”’ 
Tender plants and roots out of dry ground are 
observed of Jehovah. He slumbers not nor 
sleeps Who has permitted our disadvantages. 
O weak and unprivileged one! You deem that 
God seeth not : but in truth you grow up “ before 
Him.” You may cry with assurance “ Thou 
God seest me.” 

Jehovah favoured His disadvantaged Son. That 
also is meant by the saying “ before Him.’’ Men 
might contemn Him, but, as St. Peter says, He 
was “chosen of God and precious.” Before 
His heart as well as before His eyes our Lord grew 
up. Tenderly did Jehovah behold His humiliated 
Son. ‘‘ This ismy Son, my Beloved, in whom Iam 
well pleased,’’ He was always saying. And again 
(in degree) you may appropriate this sweet com- 
fort—O faithful but disadvantaged child of God ! 
You grow up “ before Him ”’ in the sense that He 
beholds you with gracious eyes. He delights 
in you. He warmly approves the trustful- 
ness, and patience, He has Himself inspired 
in you. 

Jehovah protected His disadvantaged Son. Nor 
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earth nor hell could destroy Him. Death spent 
itself in vain upon Him. The eyes of the Lord 
ran to and fro to preserve Him. 

Say this also to thy discouraged heart, O dis- 
advantaged child of God! As withthe Son of 
God, so it shall be with thee. None of thy dis- 
advantages shall really hurt thee. ‘ Before 
Him” thou growest ! 

Wonderfully God uses such plants andsuch roots. 
Greatly He honours them. By means of them 
He fulfils all the good pleasure of His will. 
Fear not, ye disadvantaged ones, seeing it is 
** before Him ”’ that ye grow up! 

But suffer the word of exhortation. Our 
Redeemer grew up consciously ‘before Him.” 
That He was observed, and favoured, and pro- 
tected, was His infinite consolation and delight. 
Is that so with us amid our disadvantages ? Do 
we daily realize that we are “‘ before Him”? 
Surely we are not oblivious of our God. It was 
said of a distinguished scientist, ‘‘ Nothing in the 
world escaped his notice but the God Who madeit,” 
Can it be that He escapes our notice? Nay, the 
rather delight to remember that our disordered 
lives are lived ‘‘ before Him.” 

6. Christ's disadvantages were vicarious. A 
Gospel-glory brighter than the sun floods this 
evangelical chapter. We are shown the profound 
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and wonderful reason why our Lord was so dis- 
advantaged. An atoning purpose pervades them. 
As Samuel Rutherford asserts, they were ‘‘ Surety- 
sufferings.” Hear some ofthe solemn yet trium- 
phant music of this prophecy. ‘‘ Surely He hath 
borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows” (v. 4). 
“But He was wounded for our transgressions, 
He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastise- 
ment of our peace was upon Him; and with His 
stripes we are healed’ (v. 5). ‘“‘ All we like sheep 
have gone astray ; we have turned every one to 
his own way; and the Lord hath laid on Him 
the iniquity of us all” (v. 6). This is the founda- 
tion-reason of all our Lord’s disadvantages. 
What Redeeming Love! What an Atoning 
Sacrifice! ‘‘ O believe the record true.” Accept 
this disadvantaged Christ Who bore all for our 
salvation. Repent of all your sin and sinfulness. 
Believe on Him Who suffered and died for you. 
There is no other way of salvation but a penitent 
trust in the “‘ Surety-sufferings”’ of Christ our 
Saviour-God. 

Contemplate right trustfully the disadvantaged 
Christ all ye His disadvantaged people! His 
sympathy is inalienably yours. Never will He 
forget His ‘‘ many brethren.’ His God is our 
God and His Father is our Father. Tender 
plants and roots out of dry ground are His peculiar 
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care. As our Lord “ grew up,” so shall we. His 
triumph is the assurance of our triumph. He 
won that we might win. 

“ The Vale of Wormwood is a Vale of Light.” 


XVI 


OCEANIC HUMANITY 
“Am I a sea? ’—JoB vii. 12. 


O! Surelynot! Alittle muddy pool rather. 
That is what a man who knows himself 

would be likely to say. It is inconceivable that 
humanity should deem itself to be oceanic. Yet 
Job asks ‘“‘Am I a sea?” More strictly, he 
threatens that he will address the inquiry to the 
Almighty. He declared that he would not “ re- 
frain”’ his ‘‘mouth”’ from the strange interrog- 
atory. He wasin a repining mood—and who are 
we that we should criticize him amid his tragedies ? 
Whether he actually did inquire thus of Jehovah 
Idonot know. Perchance he thought better of it. 
But what abnormal questions have men uttered to 
the patient God! Scarcely cana more memor- 
able inquiry have left human lipsthanthis. It 
willrepay perusal, Is man a sea? Or is this 
altogether too ambitious an idea of our person- 
ality? Perhaps it may appear that each of us is 


indeed a sea. The Bible has some wonderful 
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seascapes. Nor are any more impressive than 
this. Job indicates a true view of humanity. 
Let us watch this wrinkled sea, awed the while 
by the recollection that ‘‘ the sea is His, and He 
made it.” 

1. ““AmTasea?” Yes. Subject to limitation, 
That is the earliest and the uppermost idea of Job 
in this weird inquiry. He is fretting at his severe 
limitations. ‘‘DoIneed them?” he cries. The 
context distinctly reveals that this is the great 
point of the pensive patriarch’s cry. ‘Thou 
settest a watch over me’”’ he exclaims. He hasthe 
limitations of a sea if there be nothing else about 
him that-is oceanic. Later he describes God as the 
“Watcher of men.”’ It isthe grim fact that he is 
hemmed in, contracted, bounded, which forces the 
cry from his pallid lips ‘‘Am I a sea?”’ We 
do not often think of the limitations of the sea, 
but Job not seldom urges the idea. Some will 
recall that wonderful passage, classic poetry 
indeed it is, where challenging Job from the 
whirlwind, God says: “‘ Who shut up the sea 
with doors, when it brake forth?’ ‘When I 
made the cloud the garment thereof, and thick 
darkness a swaddling band for it ; and prescribed 
for it My decree, and set bars and doors, and said, 
Hitherto shall thou come, but no further, and here 
shall thy proud waves be stayed ? ” 
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Humanity is indeed a sea as to its limitations. 
What would the sea be if it were not “shut up 
with doors’”’? It would devastate the world in 
the swelter of its domination. ‘“‘Am Ia sea?” 
Yes. And Ihave Divinely-assigned limitations. 
Quaint John Trapp says “The best men have 
somewhat of the sea in them, that must be 
bounded.” 

Job girded at his limitations, as we, with far 
less reason, do. Awful limitations restrained 
him. Pain hemmed him in continually. His 
very sleep imposed sad limitations upon him. 
« When I say, my bed shall comfort me, my couch 
shall ease my complaint, then Thou scarest me 
with dreams, and terrifiest me through visions.” 
Life itself he recognized as a cruel limitation : 
“My soul chooseth strangling, and death rather 
than my life.” 

“AmtTasea?” Truly thus far at least, that 
he was remorselessly barred in with limitations. 
What limitations some men have! There are 
Jobs to-day, and history is rife with them. Two 
of the greatest pulpit geniuses of modern years, 
oceanic in talent were oceanic in limitedness. 
T. T. Lynch was a martyr to unceasing weakness 
and pain. George Matheson was blind from his 
youth up. 


The most amazing fact is that God Himself 
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has self-imposed limitations. That “‘ deep where 
all our thoughts are drowned’ has “ bars and 
doors.”” So that when we declaim against our 
irritating limitations we do well to remember that 
these obtain even in the life of the great God. 

Moreover in our inmost heart we recognize that 
we require limitations. The sea of our personality 
needs its ‘‘ bars and doors.” Restriction isa law 
of salvation. Imposts are spiritually beneficent. 
It may well be that at length we shall discover 
that repression meant development. Nor must 
we ever forget that our limitations are those of a 
sea. “‘“Am Ia sea—that Thou settest a watch 
overme?” Yes. That is just the very reason. 
Our large liberty makes limitations a necessity. 
Iam not a “duskytarn,” but a sea. They are 
not narrow bounds that are ours. What wide 
freedom the sea has within its “‘ doors and bars’! 
Rejoice in the one though you grieve concerning 
the other. Mine is the ample privilege of the sea, 
if mine is also its unalterable limitations. There 
is an old Italian proverb which says, “ If I have 
lost the ring the fingers are still here.” Remember 
that when you are stripped of your flashing 
rings ! 

O ye who lament your limitations, resign your- 
selves trustfully to them. They are less than our 
iniquities deserve. And they are infinitely 
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less than our suffering Redeemer endured when 
He was incarnate here. “AmIa sea?” Verily 
I am, and hence my need of limitations. The 
all-wise and all-loving God puts upon my copious 
liberty no single door or bar which it could safely 
do without. 

2.‘“‘AmTIasea?” Yes. Divinely surveyed. 
It galled the suffering Job that God set “‘ a watch ” 
over him. He knew and it fretted him that likea 
sea he was under the surveillance of the ‘‘ Watcher 
of men.” His agony-cry is “How long wilt 
Thou not look away from me?” (v. 19, R.V.). 
We all have this mood upon as at times. 
We resist the survey of God. He watches the 
ever varying aspects of our oceanic personality. 
He penetrates to its utmost depths. He observes 
its storminess. ‘Thou God seest me” may be 
galland wormwood tous. But, thank God, it may 
be balm and beatitude. Is it not more and more 
that to some of us? The conscious human sea 
delights that it has a sympathizing ‘‘ Watcher.” 
He knows the noxious and prodigious things which 
the sea contains and yet He pities and pardons 
unto the uttermost. We read of “‘ Jesus walking 
by the sea,’ and more, of “‘ Jesus walking on the 
sea.” Our. Divine and Sanctifying Saviour is 
active on the ocean-depths of our individuality. 
We are no strangers to what Milton finely called 
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“ The dear might of Him that walked the waves.” 

3. ‘Am I a sea?” Yes. Hinting the In- 
fimite. Humanity is oceanic in a grander sense 
than at the moment Job conceived. We are 
greater than we know. The muddy pool is not 
the true parable of us; though often it might 
seem to be. Each of us is a sea. And what so 
suggests the Infinite as the sea? We are not 
infinite, and we befool ourselves if we imagine 
ourselves such: but we mirror the Infinite. We 
should think greatly of the nature which the 
faithful Creator hasimpartedtous. The image of 
God is not wholly erased from us. There is 
original grace as well as original sin. The Spirit 
Divine can more and more renew us in the Divine 
likeness. Will we submit to His operation ? 
If we will the human sea shall call in glad respon- 
siveness to the deep Divine. 

4.‘“Am I a sea?” Yes. Invested with 
mystery. Beware of teachings which reduce our 
profound estimate of the nature of man. The 
Bible which so humbles us reveals our mysterious 
greatness. Weare but little lower than the angels. 
Are you not increasingly struck with humanity’s 
oceanic mystery ? Who can explore its depths ? 
Who can tread the wolds of the sea? Who can 
march along its eerie streets? ‘“‘ Man, know 
thyself ” is almost a counsel of perfection. By a 
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life’s searching we cannot find out ourselves. 
No marvel we do not know each other. Still 
less wonder that we cannot know the Almighty to 
perfection. O man, thy mystery certifies thy 
great predestination! A life of sin must be a 
missing of the mark. Not to be godly is an 
obvious defeating of God’s purpose for thee. 
Look upon thy mysteriousness as a prophecy 
of uttermost salvation, and strive after grace to 
fulfil the thrilling prophecy. 

5. “Amtlasea?” Yes. Capable of danger- 
ousness. This, it seems to me, is what really 
stings Job. Heresents the suggestion that God’s 
bounding and watching him like a sea implies an 
oceanic liability to evil. ‘‘ Am I dangerous as a 
sea?’ would, I think, bea legitimate paraphrase 
of the irritated patriarch’s interrogation. How 
destructive a sea can be! What storms chequer 
it! What ferocious monsters it enspheres! 
Humanity is admittedly oceanic in this regard. 
Are we not constantly amazed at ourselves and 
ashamed of ourselves in respect of our capacity for 
moral and spiritual jeopardy ? Weare indeed, if 
God has given us the austere and indispensable gift 
of repentance. “Am I a sea?” Ah, truly. 
And often there is “‘a great tempest on the sea.” 
Happy ifthe sea of self is not always reeking with 
fatal tempestuousness. All praise to the great 
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Saviour-God that He restrains our destructive 
tendencies ! 

Can we and do we look up with penitent grati- 
tude and say, “‘ Thou rulest the raging of the sea”’ ? 
What havoc our oceanic nature would accomplish 
did not our strong Saviour cry “‘ Peace be still!” 
But does the human sea “obey Him”? Only 
as it yields Him obedience can its dangerousness 
be curtailed. 

6. “AmtTIasea?” Yes. Rich in beneficent 
possibilities. What grace and mercy that we are 
oceanic! No mere lakelet we. No punystream, 
ebbing into nothingness. Science shall sooner 
exhaust the tale of the beneficence of the sea than 
we shall fathom the possibilities of use and of 
beauty that are in us. By Grace Divine we may 
each purify and fertilize and refresh our fellow men 
as the multitudinous sea the earth. 

Are we striving mightily to be our best ? Are 
we Christ-ruled ? Do we submit ourselves to 
Him Who alone has sovereign claim upon us, Who 
alone has Redemption-rights in us? Then our 
possibilities are more splendid than we can ever 
dream. Each of us shall yet be ‘a sea of glass like 
unto crystal,’ and, best of all, we shall be “‘ before 
the throne.” 


XVII 


AN INDIVIDUAL EPIPHANY OF THE RISEN 
LORD 


“* He was seen of Cephas,""—~1 Cor. xv. 5. 


URELY not! Cephashad played the craven. 
Cephas had denied his Lord with reiterated 
denial. Cephas had been a blasphemer. Im- 
possible the Risen Saviour should appear to him ! 
Yet soit was. ‘‘ He appeared to Cephas ” (R.V.). 
So magnanimous and merciful is our Lord that 
one of the earliest of His Eastertide Epiphanies is 
—of all people—to Cephas. 

How did Paul know this? He received it 
from Cephas himself. In an impressive autobio- 
graphical reference which occurs in the Epistle 
to the Galatians, he says that, early in his con. 
verted days, he went up to Jerusalem “to see 
Peter.’ Probably “to interview Peter ’”’ would 
better express the meaning. He spent fifteen days 
with Peter. What rare and radiant days they 
must have been! How one covets to have listened 


to the converse! And we cannot doubt that it 
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was during that memorable interview St. Paul 
received the fact that immediately upon His 
resurrection our glorious Lord ‘‘appeared to 
Cephas.” 

It is worthy of passing note that Cephas, the 
Aramaic form of the Apostle’s surname, is used 
by St. Paul and St. John alone of the New Testa- 
ment writers. 

“He was seen of Cephas.’”’ There are some 
sixteen appearances of the Risen Lord recounted 
and this is in some respects the most wonderful. 
It was specially foretold by an angel, for it 
amounted to a foretelling. The devoted women 
who visited the sepulchre on the morning of the 
Resurrection saw an angel, in radiant youthhood, 
sitting in the tomb: he preached the glad gospel 
of the Resurrection, and said, ‘‘ But go, tell His 
disciples and Peter, He goeth before you into 
Galilee: there shall ye see Him, as He said 
unto you.” Instead of Peter being excluded 
from the glorious experience, it was specially 
announced as awaiting him. And our Lord’s 
appearance to Cephas seems to have made a 
deep impression upon the disciples, for we 
read that when the Emmaus travellers had 
returned to Jerusalem to tell their experiences 
that first Easter Sabbath evening, they ‘‘found the 
eleven gathered together, and them that were with 
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them,” and this chant fell upon their astonished 
and delighted ears, ‘‘ The Lord is risen indeed, 
and hath appeared to Simon.” That was the 
wonder of the wonder, that He should have 
appeared to Simon ! 

1. It was an Individual Appearance. The 
Risen Lord was eager for the individual. Soon 
as He leaps from His grave He makes for Cephas. 
His mental and spiritual identity is manifestly 
retained. He is “this same Jesus.’’ Before His 
Passion He ever went in quest of the individual. 
Now with Resurrection glory upon Him He 
pursues His chosen method. ‘“‘ He appeared to 
Cephas.”’ Presently He comforts “ the twelve ”’ ; 
then “above five hundred brethren at once”’; 
then ‘‘all the apostles.” But He cannot forget 
the individual. Cephas and James have each 
their Epiphany. It has been said with but a 
touch of exaggeration that Christ was the dis- 
coverer of the individual. How He continually 
sought the unit, the one lost sheep! The deepest 
words He ever spoke were addressed to individuals. 
He would compass sea and land to save the in- 
dividual. And He walks by the same rule when 
after His Resurrection “ He appeared to Cephas.”’ 

Has not the Church of late somewhat receded 
from our Lord’s method? Mauch tall talk has 
been uttered about the masses, the crowd, the 
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people, the nations. But the chief manner of 
reaching these is by saving the individual. The 
ancient method seems slow and unromantic, but 
it is sure. We must save each if we would save all. 
Christ appeared to Cephas with His Easter Gospel 
of Salvation for the individual. And herein He is 
the typical evangelist. To every personality 
the great salvation must be proclaimed. 

Be it remembered, too—it is too much forgotten 
—that there is a conversion of quality as well as 
of quantity. Cephas hada rich personality and our 
Lord would suffuse it with the Easter glory. You 
may save a host in saving an individual. 

O Cephas, the Risen Lord waits to appear to 
thee! Wilt thou receive Him? Why not now? 
Dr. Illingworth makes the valuable remark that 
“The spread of religions is always due to in- 
dividuals.” Itis very true. It is accordant with 
our experience. We, most of us, received our 
religion from an individual. Your father’s noble 
influence. Your mother’s beautiful life. The 
character of a friend. The persuasions of your 
Sunday schoolteacher. And our Lord appeared 
to Cephas that He might qualify him to be an 
evangelist and an apologist of the doctrine of the 
Resurrection. To the Cephas of to-day the 
Saviour comes that He may gird the individual 
with the grace and power of apostleship. Have 
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you seen the Lord? And are you spreading 
everywhere the dead-reviving news? 

Yes, the Risen Lord is jealous for our individu- 
ality. ‘If I can manage to retain my own in- 
dividuality without selfishness,” exclaims Bishop 
King, in one of his ‘ Spiritual Letters.” That 
is always a problem. And the Lord appeared 
to Cephas to help him to solve that problem, 
He took the selfishness out of Cephas. Henceforth 
he is the unselfish minister of his Lord. A sight 
of the Risen Lord will cancel our selfishness too. 
For no egoistic ends shall we hereafter live, but 
for Him Who died for us and rose again. 

Did not the sight of the Lord also cleanse Cephas 
of his guilty diffidence ? Satan would arrest our 
service by inspiring an exaggerated modesty. 
He would check our evangelism by cowardly 
shyness. He would prevent our testimony by 
an undue depreciation of our powers. The 
Lord hath need of each and all of us. He requires 
the song of the nightingale and the chirp of the 
sparrow. He grieves if either be wanting from 
the woodland orchestra. O Cephas, Christ needs 
you! Make the best of yourself to proclaim the 
Risen Saviour Who has appeared to you ! 

2. It was a Consolatory Appearance. If ever 
a man needed to see the Lord at that time it was 
Cephas. If there was a broken-hearted man 
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upon the green earth it was he. When we last 
saw him he was weeping “‘ bitterly.” It is sad to 
weep, but to weep “ bitterly ” is tragedy indeed. 
The Lord whom Peter had denied had turned and 
looked upon him, That look gave him a molten 
heart. Never did Peter’s boat toss in such briny 
brine as those tears which rolled from Peter’s eyes. 
And the Risen Lord hastens to the disconsolate 
apostle. He seeks to assuage his heartbreak. 
“ He was seen of Cephas ’’—seen through peni- 
tential tears: seen to the penitent’s great and 
enduring comfort. 

How the identity of the Lord is preserved after 
His Resurrection! He is “‘thesame Jesus ”’ still. 
No sooner is He risen than He sets forth upon an 
errand of consolation. He was described at His 
Advent as ‘‘ the consolation of Israel,’’ and such 
He ever proved Himself to be. He delighted to 
cheer. To dry a tear was His loved employ. 
To uplift a crushed life gave Him an ecstasy 
of holy delight. He spoke of the Holy Spirit as 
“‘ another Comforter.’’ ‘‘ Another”’ implies one 
already in existence. The Holy Spirit is corre- 
spondent with the Eternal Son in being a Com- 
forter. Nothing is more characteristic of Christ 
than His ministry of comfort. 

Here it is exercised on the distressed Peter. 
““Heappeared to Cephas.” It was not precipitated 
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comfort. There was nothing premature about 
it. Our Lord did not attempt to console Peter 
by minimizing his guilt. He recognized it: 
mourned its gravity. Christ’s is faithful consola- 
tion. It would not be warranted if it were not 
faithful. Some, when they have sinned and 
suffered for it, murmur at their lack of comfort. 
Such do well to remember Richard Baxter’s words, 
in The Saints Rest: ‘Thou hadst better lose 
thy comfort than thy safety.” Ah, a thousand 
times better! They are unsafe who are undis- 
turbed and untroubled at their sin. It is only 
to those who sorrow the Risen Comforter 
appears. 

Is it not good to remember that there is one 
form of sorrow our Lord specially comforts: it 
is sorrow for sin. ‘‘ Blessed are they that mourn, 
for they shall be comforted.” The secular world 
is slow to believe that, but true it is, and we have 
often proved it to be true. Specially blessed are 
they that mourn their sin, for they are emphati- 
cally assured of comfort. Sorrow for sin infallibly 
draws out the consolation of Israel’s Consoler. 

O heart-wounded Cephas, He waits to be seen 
of thee! Sin can only cease to torture when we 
see the Triumphant Saviour. Look ye unto Him, 
O yethat mourn your sin! He loves to heal our 
soul-sickness and to bind up our broken hearts, 
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His Epiphany to Cephas is a gospel of cheer for all 
who are poor in spirit. 

3. It was an Evidential Appearance. Very 
interesting it is to observe that this fact of our 
Lord’s being seen of Cephas is part of St. Paul’s 
argument for our Lord’s literal and physical 
resurrection. It was no mere metamorphosis 
of His Spirit, it was a bodily resurrection, St. Paul 
contends. And he develops an impressive argu- 
ment to that effect in this splendid chapter. 
The reasoning becomes more philosophical later, 
but in the earlier part it is factual. St. Paul cites 
our Lord’s appearances. And this Epiphany to 
Cephas is part of the argument. It isan historical 
fact. He actually did appear to Cephas. The 
reality of our Lord’s resurrection is demonstrated 
by a series of such indisputable facts. It is real 
history. Asa matter of fact (it has often been 
remarked) we receive most of the events of history 
on distinctly slenderer evidence than that on which 
we accept the Resurrection of Christ. We need 
not hesitate to accept this appearance to Cephas 
as a proof of our Lord’s Resurrection. What 
evidence it was to Cephas himself! How sure 
he was henceforth that the Lord was risen! Did 
any inquire concerning the evidence of the Resur- 
rection, Cephas was ready to bear witness that 
Christ had appeared to him. 
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And our Lord’s appearance to us as individuals 
carries similar weight of evidence. The Christian 
believer can say, “‘ He appeared to me.” Some 
may reply that this is a spiritual and not a physical 
epiphany. But a spiritual manifestation is not a 
whit less real than a physical manifestation. The 
psychical has been shown by modern science to be 
as actual as the material. A vision of the Risen 
Lord to the soul isas entirely factual as a vision 
perceived by eyes of flesh. Moreover the reality of 
a spiritual appearance of Christ is proved by its 
ethical effects. If I have seen the Risen Lord 
Iam a better man thereby. Iam purer, kinder, 
more spiritual, more sacrificial. I submit that 
the reality of the spiritual resultant is proof of the 
reality of the spiritual vision. 

Have you seen the Risen One? Can you say 
“He appeared to me’? Then you have an 
evidential testimony which none can disprove. 
You have a witness to bear which the gross 
world greatly needs. Happy souls whose witness 
is in themselves! O modern Cephas, hold to 
thine experimental argument and bravely deliver 
thy testimony ! 

4. It was an Equipping Appearance. “He 
appeared to Cephas” that the Apostle might 
be girded for his ministry. This sight of the 
Son of God was as a panoply for the warrior. 
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It indeed was an equipment for Peter’s primacy 
in the Apostolate. By this,and what transpired 
therein, he was qualified as never before for his 
wonderful work. 

His “ gospel ”’ is hereby confirmed and assured. 
The evangelist now has an abiding grip upon his 
evangel. He knows of a truth that there is a 
Saviour for every man, and a Risen Saviour. 

“ Draw near unto me, ye unlearned, and lodge in 
the house of instruction ”’ cried the son of Sirach. 
And thus cried the Son of God to Cephas. He 
lodged there and issued forth a well-instructed 
scribe of the Kingdom of God. 

When we have seen the Risen Saviour we have 
the supreme equipment for our work as the 
servants of the Lord. Other qualifications may 
be important but this is indispensable. Would 
we be the Lord’s apostles, then one thing is 
needed, and that the sight by faith of Him who 
from the grave arose. 

This will give us matter for perpetual testimony. 
This will fire us with unquenchable enthusiasm. 
This will impart a full assurance of faith which 
cannot beshaken. And this will flood us with the 
spirit oflove. We shall be wonderfully tender if 
the Lord has appeared tous. Immortal Love will 
impart His grace to hearts and to our lips. 
Praised be our Risen Saviour’s Name for all who 
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have seen Him and who bear loving witness to 
Him ! 

With Newman, in his Dream of Gerontius, we 
will gratefully sing: 


“Glory to Him Who from the mire, 
In patient length of days, 
Elaborated into life 
A people for His praise.’ 


XVIII 
CHRISTIAN IDOLATRY 


“Little children, keep yourselves from idols.’”’”— 
I JOHN v. 21. 


VERY surprising exhortation! We would 

not have expected that the last word of 
the New Testament—for in great probability 
this was such—should be a deprecation of idola- 
try. But, as we always have occasion to remark, 
the Bible is a Book of successive surprises. It 
ever makes us wonder as we read it. What 
a climax is this! “Little children, keep your- 
selves from idols.” 

It was a very old man who said this. He had 
had wonderful visions. He had delivered amaz- 
ing revelations to the Church of God. I should 
not have imagined that his finale would have been 
what it was. But God, who loves to arrest us, 
arrests us at the very end of His wonderful 
Book. ‘“‘ Keep yourselves from idols.” No! 
One would never have anticipated that as the 


word of dismissal. 
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Archbishop Alexander spoke of this appeal as 
“an eloquent shudder.”” St. John seems to have 
been inspired with a holy dread as he contem- 
plated the possibility of a Christian idolatry. 

Is this function of warning quite as much in 
evidence in our Churches as once it was? I 
remember, five and twenty years ago, hearing a 
paper read at a meeting of ministers, by one of 
the saintliest and ablest of ministers, and the 
subject was, ‘‘ the function of warning in Chris- 
tian preaching.” We do not hear very much of 
that to-day. We teach, we interpret, we philoso- 
phize (perhaps too much), but how little there 
is of admonition! Yet think of the immense 
significance of the fact that the latest word of 
New Testament revelation is a word of warning! 
It is as if the old man, eloquent and inspired, 
cried, ‘‘ Beware of Christian Idolatry. There 
are and will be rivals of God. They will seek 
to lure you away from God. They will attempt 
to engross you.” “Little children, keep your- 
selves from idols.” 

We can well understand St. John’s detestation 
of idolatry. He lived in a city of idolatry. In 
Ephesus there was an idol in every niche. 

But there are no idols in a Christian land. Per- 
haps not literal idols. But it is scarcely ‘of literal 
idolatry St. John is thinking now. The New 
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Testament says. little of material idols. St. 
Paul, for example, scarcely alludes to literal idols. 
I am persuaded it is of spiritual idolatry that St. 
John is so alarmed. He foresaw that days would 
come when it would be scarcely necessary to 
guard Christians against literal idols, but that 
days would never come when warning concerning 
spiritual idolatry would be superfluous. The 
world is full of spiritual idols : so is the Christian 
world. And so is your heart and mine. We all 
need this word as much as it was needed when 
it left the eloquent shuddering lips of the venerable 
Apostle. 

An idol is a rival of God. Anything is an idol 
which engrosses attention, attracts worship, and 
evokes affection which should be reserved for 
Godalone. Ah, there are crowds of idols to-day. 
When St. Paul saw Athens, he was dismayed to 
discover that it was ‘‘ wholly given to idolatry.” 
You might almost say the same of any English city 
or town or village. Substitutes for God abound. 
“ Little children, keep yourselves from idols.” 

1. Note the Affectionateness of this appeal. 
“ Little children’’ is the winsome address. A 
beautiful word that from an old teacher to his 
people. Dr. Weymouth translates it “ Dear 
children ’’; whilst the R.V. has it “ My little 
children.” It opens up vistas of suggestiveness 
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as to the affectionate relations between teachers 
and taught, preachers and congregations. St. 
John had a heart brimming over with tenderness. 
It is the voice of a father. You can take almost 
anything from a man who speaks in such a tem- 
per. Even Dr. Weymouth hardly makes us 
see the full affectionateness of the aged Apostle. 
It might be translated “‘ My dear children.” We 
want more and more of this spirit in the Church : 
more and more should this atmosphere pervade 
it. St. John has left a great lesson to all preachers, 
to all Sunday school teachers, to all who are 
seeking to win men for Christ. Samuel Ruther- 
ford’s people described him as such an affectionate 
preacher. When his mysticism did not appeal to 
them his love took them by storm. The greatest 
preaching has always been tender. ‘‘ What did 
you preach about last night?’ said Robert 
Murray McCheyne to Andrew Bonar. “I 
preached about eternal punishment,” said Andrew 
Bonar. Said McCheyne, “‘ Did you preach it 
tenderly ?”’ That makes all the difference always. 
We must not keep back the austere things of the 
Lord, but we must ever speak them in affection. 

2. Observe the Definiteness of the appeal. It 
is really “ Little children, keep yourselves from 
the idols.” The “ the’? makes utmost difference, 
He says in effect: ‘‘ There is no need to say what 
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they are. You know them well.” St. John 
assumes that they know what the spiritual idols 
are against which he warns them. 

Do we know them? Does “ the idols’ awaken 
our vivid realization? Have they only to be 
mentioned for us to remember them, to know 
them, to see them? Many of us are painfully 
familiar with the multitude of them. 

St. Paul said with a fine stroke of satire that 
“an idol is nothing in the world.” But the 
tragedy is that we so often put a nothing in the 
place of a great Something. Alas, our heart is 
all too often a temple crowded withidols. ‘‘ From 
every inward idol”’ is John Wesley’s paraphrase. 
It is the inward idols which are our peril: the 
thoughts and imaginations which are wickedly 
put in the place of God. 

Shall I mention some of the objects of spiritual 
idolatry ? Some worship ideas. They substitute 
notions forGod. Systems of thought stand where 
Christ should stand. Was there ever more intel- 
lectual pridethannow? Many a man makes his 
brain an idol. I often wish that all Christian 
preachers would put into the proclamation of the 
true gospel the intensity which some men put into 
the utterance of their own ideas. If we do not 
exalt our Saviour they exalt their ideas. They 
say “I think,” But we do not want to know 
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what they think: we desire to know what God 
thinks. Beware of the idolatry of ideas. The 
idol which some worship to-day is their creed. 
Is it not good to have a creed? Most assuredly 
it is. Have nothing to do with a creedless 
Christianity. We recite our creed in this place 
(Wesley’s Chapel) with intellectual and spiritual 
enthusiasm every Lord’s Day. But you can 
make your creed an idol: instead of worshipping 
God you may worship it, And though creeds 
be wonderful helps, yet they cannot save you. 
Christ is the only Saviour—and no creed, however 
orthodox it be. 

Dean Vaughan has a striking sermon on “ The 
idolatry of work.” How many make their daily 
work, and even their religious work, an idol. 
That form of idolatry has innumerable devotees 
to-day. The idolatry of self is practised by 
hosts of professed Christians. It is sadly possible 
to have no God but self. How dreadful that self 
should usurp the place of the Lord Christ! Has 
the Saviour anything like the place in my life 
that I myself have ? 

Money is the idol of many. It is the only god 
before whom millions bow. Some make their 
Church an idol, Their family is the idol of not a 
few. ‘“‘ We idolize him,” they say of their child. 
We must not make such offenders for a word. 
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They do not always intend all that the word 
connotes. But there is always a peril of love 
coarsening into idolatry. Let not love be thus 
shamefully perverted. 

Wycliffe translated my text: ‘‘ My little sons, 
keep ye from dolls.’’ And the faithful minister of 
Christ must at times lovingly challenge his 
spiritual children thus. 

3. Reflect upon the Incongruity which this 
appeal suggests. That ‘“‘little children” should 
engage in idolatry is indeed incongruous: Chris- 
tian idolatry is of all idolatries the most lament- 
able. ‘Little children’? means those who 
have been born into a new nature: they are 
“little children ’’ primarily because of their re- 
lation to Christ. Surely Christians are not liable 
to idolatry. They verily are. It is indeed an 
awful incongruity. Listen to words which im- 
mediately precede the text. ‘“‘ We know that 
we are of God.” Then surely such will have 
nothing to do with idols. ‘The Son of God is 
come and hath given us an understanding that 
we may know Him that is true.’”’ Then surely 
such will not renounce God. But they do. 
Even the Christian’s heart is deceitful and he 
needs the warning, “ Little children, keep your- 
selves from idols.’”’ What incongruity that we 
should know the true God and yet serve idols ! 
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Ah, but all sin is incongruity. Watch and pray 
that ye enter not into temptation. 

4. Consider the strenuousness which this appeal 
implies. We are to “‘ keep ourselves from idols.” 
The R.V. renders it “‘ guard yourselves.” As a 
shepherd guards a flock ; or as a custodian guards 
a trust ; or as a prisoner is guarded by a keeper. 
So are we to guard ourselves from idols. What 
strenuous work it will be and is! The text is a 
resounding call to spiritual alertness. Make up 
your mind once for all that no single idol shall 
have your love and capture your devotion. 

“Guard yourselves.”’ How this sounds the 
ever-needed note of personal endeavour! The 
tense of the Greek verb indicates ‘‘ immediate 
final decision.” At once; now; and with 
determined purpose ; with irrevocable decisive- 
ness ; ‘‘ guard yourselves.’’ It is comparatively 
easy to guard others, but O guard yourselves ! 
Do it at once, for there is no time to be lost : and 
do it evermore for it will evermore be required. 
Be watchful when you go to business to-morrow. 
Be watchful till in “ the land of passionless rest ”’ 
watchfulness be no longer a requisite of life. 

How shall we “ guard ourselves from idols ”’ ? 
By continual vigilance. At the root of the word 
translated “guard’’ is the idea of unsleeping 
vigilance. Have the eyes of your heart ever 
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open. Let alertness be your perpetual attitude. 

Cultivate a rich experience of our Lord and 
Saviour. Assure yourselves that “this is the 
true God and eternal life,” and this will assuredly 
“guard’’ you from ‘the idols’? which await 
you at every step of your life-journey. He who 
knows Christ in the heart, he whose life is Christ, 
has in that experience a mighty deterrent from 
idolatry. Who tastes of Christ loses relish for 
the nothingness of idols. 

“Guard yourselves” by prayer. ‘ Guard 
yourselves’ by the believing reading of God’s 
all-sufficient Word. St. John’s words admit of 
being rendered, ‘‘ Guard yourselves from your 
idols.’ What are your idols? How dreary a 
story of apostasy to our idols each of us could 
narrate. 

But thank God we may outsoar all Christian 
idolatry. Have you done it? Are you doing 
it? Is the true God more and more, all in all, to 
you? Have you given yourselves to Him? 
O do not treat this word as a superfluity. Guard 
yourselves this very day and night on until you 
stand face to face with God in glory. Who 
would have an idol when he may have the true 
God? Who would be content with a farthing 
rushlight when he can have the wondrous glory 
of the sun? 

fe) 


XIX 
PERSISTENT ASSAULT 


“‘ And the Philistine drew near morning and evening.” 
I SAM. XVII. 16, 


E does still. The foe, more formidable far 
than the Philistine, makes persistent as- 
sault upon us. 

I. The assault is of daily recurrence. Sure as 
morning dawned on the people of Israel, the 
Philistine drew near. And sure as evening drew 
on the Philistine drew near. He was a daily 
item, and distressing as diurnal. Is it not a 
vivid parable of our much-assaulted lives? Do 
our souls any day quite escape the Philistine ? 
He draws near morning and evening. We scarce 
ever know a morning without him, and he makes 
many a morning dark and cheerless for us. He 
draws near at evening. It is often his favourite 
season of assault. Of all the mysteries of our 
life this is the most perplexing, that of daily 
recurrence is the onset of the foe. 


Experience suggests that we live under an 
194 
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organized system of spiritual enmity. And many 
a hint of the Word of God confirms what experience 
teaches. The universe is pervaded by a vast 
army of unseen foes. They are elaborately 
graded. Nothing is left to chance as far as they 
are concerned. St. Paul had great revelations 
given to him of an organized system of evil: a 
fell conspiracy of wicked spirits. He spoke of 
“the principalities—the powers—the world-rulers 
of this darkness—the spiritual hosts of wicked- 
ness in the heavenly places.” It is a dreadful 
apocalypse. ‘‘ Our wrestling’”’ is a tremendous 
engagement. Without ‘‘the whole armour of 
God”’ we must assuredly perish. Christians 
would do well to give earnest and alarmed heed 
to these revelations. Much tepid religious life 
is explained by the ignoring of them. 

It is part of the policy of this organized evil 
that the assault upon our souls is of daily re- 
currence? “The Philistine drew near morning 
and evening.” Then the daily recurrence must 
be reckoned on. Not to anticipate the enemy 
would be madness. Forewarned is forearmed. 
And forearmed may be victoriousness. What- 
ever the morning the Philistine is sure to appear. 
Do not say, To-morrow morning I am to be so 
busy I need not expect him. He comes on the 
mornings when we are most pressed with throng- 
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ing duties. Do not say, To-morrow morning is the 
Lord’s Day: I shall be clear of him then. On 
no morning does he more surely draw near than 
on the morning of the day of days. Whatever 
the evening, the Philistine draws near. No matter 
how tired we be, nor what religious assemblies 
are appointed, nor how sweet be the quiet 
hours in the home, the adversary is too sure to 
project himself upon us. My dear friend, reckon 
upon the appearing of the Philistine ! 

He does not always come in the same way. He 
has a genius of surprise-power. He delights to 
upset our calculations. He will startle us into 
ruin if he can. 

Often he comes all too successfully. Many a 
morning he has laid us low. Many an evening 
he has bruised us sorely and departing has left us 
half dead. 

So we have daily need of help. Every day we 
must take unto us the panoply of God. Morning 
and evening we must cry, “Lord, help me.” 
Thank God we may daily conquer. Daily we 
may be more than conquerors in Him that hath 
loved us. If the assault be of daily recurrence, 
so may the victory be. Whatever the day bring, 
it may bring us triumph in Christ. 

2. The assault is at set seasons. Let me reiter- 
ate this element of my parable—that we live 
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under an ordered system of assault. ‘‘ Morning 
and evening’”’ represents the principle of set 
seasons. 

There are certain seasons when the Philistine 
especially draws near. He is practically sure to 
come then. The season of religious ordinances is 
distinctly such a season. The enemy loathes all 
means and ministries of grace. Sacred rites are 
his supreme aversion. The House of God is his 
detestation. Zion is hell indeed to him. When 
the sons of God, in Job’s day, came to present 
themselves before the Lord, Satan came also 
among them. And his ancient method is his 
modern method too. It is the all but invariable 
experience of the people of God that the enemy 
shadows them at the Altar. He would distract 
and vitiate our prayers and our praises. He 
shakes some souls as they receive the Lord’s 
Body and the Lord’s Blood till the terrors of 
hell get hold upon them. He would fain despoil 
every act of worship. And how he seeks to inter- 
cept us in our private devotions! With wander- 
ing thoughts, and even wicked thoughts, he sorely 
molests us. He seeks to chill our hearts and 
subdue our spiritual desires. Yes. We are 
assaulted at set seasons. Robert Murray Mc- 
Cheyne used to mourn his lifeless Mondays, 
Monday is a day of savage onslaught to many a 
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ministrant child of God. The reaction of the 
Sabbath gives advantage to the assailing enemy 
ofoursouls. Business is a great season of spiritual 
attack to many. To sloth, or overwork, or the 
love of money, or irritability of temper, or some 
other evil the Philistine goads us on. Leisure 
hours are also hours of onset. It is an undeter- 
mined question whether God’s Israel be more 
plagued of their foe in toil or in repose. And 
strangely cruel that the enemy is, he reserves 
himself ofttimes for the hour of death. It is his 
last opportunity with us, and he uses it unre- 
lentingly. He would scare our final hour were 
it not for the Paraclete Divine, Who is never more 
mighty in us than in that tremendous exigency. 

The Philistine is wise in the selection of his 
seasons of assault. He knows when we are most 
liable. He has great and long experience of the 
heart of man. He is adroit and can attack when 
the prospect of victory is promising. With some 
it is in the morning : with some it is in the evening. 
Beware of him. ‘‘ Watch and pray.” Take 
heed lest in some appropriate season Satan gain 
an advantage over you! 

3. The assault is in youth and in age. Full 
often the Philistine’s onset is in the “ morning ”’ 
of youth. Is not my parable valid? Is it not 
the voice of experience which attests it? Life’s 
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morningtide is a golden opportunity to the ad- 
versary. What ruin he has wrought in many a 
radiant morning hour! Luminous seasons fre- 
quently witness dark tragedies. Many of us 
recall with pain and shame how the Philistine 
repeatedly and successfully drew near in the 
morning of our days. I often feel that we 
under-estimate the sadness which spiritual assaults 
bring into the life of youth. Dora Greenwell 
says: “It is pure nonsense to speak of youth, 
as people often do, both in poetry and prose, as 
gladness and nothing else.” That is decidedly 
true: it is experimentally true. Morning ofttimes 
is beclouded by the aggression of the enemy. 
But let no young soul faint! If the Philistine 
draws near in the morning, so does the Saviour. 
They are more that are with us than they that 
be with them. “ Hell is nigh, but God is nigher.” 
Moreover, as a wise spiritual director has said: 
“A few years of discipline make the rest of life 
much easier.” God sweetly ordains for some that 
they have their hottest struggles in the days of 
their youth. Blessed souls that see the worst of 
the Philistine in the morning ! 

He often finds his opportunity in age. The 
Philistine draws near—ah, so near !—in the ‘‘even- 
ing.” There be those whose severest assaults 
are when evening shadows begin to fall. A great 
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modern saint declared that his temptations 
multiplied as he grew older. It is the bitter 
portion assigned to some. The enemy pities not 
our declining powers: our weariness makes no 
appeal to him. “Oh, that old age were truly 
second childhood,” one exclaims. No: it is not. 
Many of its elements and experiences are far 
remote from childhood. The evening of many 
a life is spoiled by the drawing near of the Philis- 
tine. But courage, ageing Christian! Our Lord 
can make feeble warriors to be as David, and 
David as the angel of the Lord! Our most 
triumphant resistance may be our latest resistance. 

4. The assault is made in joy and in sorrow. 
Let “‘morning”’ symbolize the joy of life and 
“evening” its sorrows; and still the parable 
is apposite. The Philistine draws near in the 
morning. Some natures are more vulnerable 
in gladness: others in sadness. The enemy 
makes his most advantageous assault in the 
morning, as far as many are concerned; but 
sorrow gives him his best opening with many 
of the spiritual Israelites. It is certainly very 
debatable whether the foe is more destructive 
in the bright or in the dark. Much depends upon 
temperament. Still more depends upon our 
vigilance. He works dread havoc upon many 
in times of joy. When the morning light bathes 
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all things in its welcome splendour the Philistine 
draws near. At that season he lays us low with 
fell facility. As we gain fair renown; as our 
health increases and abounds } as success attends 
our labours; as our home life flourishes and is 
melodious, the enemy assails us. He seeks our 
soul’s destruction. He would slay us in the 
glory of the morning. When evening’s sombre- 
ness drapes the horizons the Philistine draws near. 
Amid troubles he infests us. If we are in sore 
bereavement ; if we have disappointments ; if 
_ health fails; if anxieties engross us; if partings 
fill us with acute pain } if the sense of incapacity 
press upon us; if death looks us in the face, 
Satan seeks to effect our spiritual destruction. 
No temporal pains make him loth to inflict soul- 
agony. 

We need the whole armour of God equally in 
joy and in sorrow. Every piece of the panoply 
we require. ‘‘Gird thy heavenly armour on, 
wear it ever night and day ’—for thou knowest- 
not when it shall be needed most. Blessed are 
they who by praying faith make themselves ready 
for the morning and evening assaults of the 
Philistine. 

5. The assault is made persistently, No morn- 
ing was allowed to lapse. No evening but saw 
the attack resumed. And it persisted through 
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“ forty days.’ Let it be noted that the onslaught 
corresponded as to its duration with the tempta- 
tion of Christ. Forty weary days and nights 
witnessed the dread manifestation of the un- 
daunted Philistine. 

Again it is a pathetic and accurate parable. 
How persistently the great enemy of souls assails 
the people of God. Through life’s ‘‘ forty days ”’ 
the assault is maintained. He attacks us by 
means of what Carlyle described as the ‘“ never 
ending shoals of small troubles.” By these he 
would wipe us out for ever. And by countless 
and varied temptations he would achieve our 
undoing. Verily, we need endurance: such 
endurance as the Spirit of God above can in- 
spire. Well might the apostle declare “‘ Ye have 
need of patience.” Well, again, might another 
apostle cry, ‘‘ Pray without ceasing.” 

The methods of the Philistine vary, they vary 
with the morning and the evening: but the 
assault persists. Reckon not on immunity. 
Be alive to the perennial danger. Yet hope in 
God. Persistent attack may be followed by 
persistent victory “‘ because of the blood of the 
Lamb.”’ Be not overwhelmed with sorrow or 
with dismay. Think not that temptation is sin. 
An old writer well says: “‘ Temptations try men, 
but they do not force mentosin.”’ Oft asattacked 
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we may “stand in the evil day.” And having 
done all “we may stand.” 

6. The assault is within a limited period. Often 
it may persist throughout our earthly life, but if it 
do, how limited is that space! ‘‘ Twill all be 
over soon.’”’ The clock soon beats out the little 
lives of men. A long life is a very short life. 
Our day speedily declines. Ere we realize it all 
the menace and struggle will be for ever a thing 
of the past. ‘Now the battle day is past” 
will shortly be chanted over us. “ Forty days” 
is the limit put upon our circumscribed assailant. 
Hell cannot add one single day tothe appointed 
“forty days.” 

Even as far as this life is concerned the period 
of assault may by God’s decreeing grace be very 
limited. ‘‘ The God of peace shall bruise Satan 
under your feet quickly’ is Heaven’s sweet mes- 
sage to some of God’s people. It is not the 
privilege of all, or of most, to escape temptation 
here below ; but it is the privilege ofsome. Per- 
chance it may please God to make you partakers 
of so desired an experience. You may be able 
to sing, as did some of the evangelical believers 
of the past, ‘I wrestle not now, but trample on 
sin.” 

At longest there is the blessed limitation which 
men call death. Life’s “forty days” will swiftly 
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run out. The hope of eternal life is our surest 
consolation amid our spiritual assaults. The 
vision of the land of perfect peace is rich in cheer. 
What if the Philistine draws near morning and 
evening! Soon we shall know a morning which 
is never followed by evening dark ! 


XX 


“A SWEET WORD”: A HOMILY FOR THE 
TROUBLED 


“I know their sorrows.”—Exop. iii. 7. 


HE saintly and scholarly McCheyne des- 
scribed this as ‘‘a sweet word.’”’ Such it 
assuredly is. Of all the sweet words of the Bible 
surely none is sweeter than this. As the captive 
Israelites sweated and groaned under their re- 
lentless taskmasters the sympathizing Jehovah 
said, ‘‘I know their sorrows.’ And as He be- 
holds us in all the tragedy of our inner life and of 
our outer life, He still exclaims ‘I know their 
sorrows,” 

What wonderful self-revelations the Almighty 
makes in Holy Scripture! He bares His heart. 
He discloses the wealth of His pitifulness. We 
should study the Bible if only to realize its 
theological disclosures. Here God is self-de- 
picted. Here faith receives revelations which 


reason is devoid of. And nowhere is there a 
205 
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lovelier or helpfuller message from the Highest 
concerning the Highest than this sweet word. 

1. “I know their sorrows” —in their variety. 
Bishop Wordsworth translates it ‘Surely I 
know.” There is utmost emphasis placed upon 
the knowledge. We need to know that He knows: 
and He makes the assurance doubly sure. God 
uses sundry terms to emphasize His knowledge. 
In this very verse he declares that He has “‘ seen” 
their “ affliction ’” and “‘ heard their cry.”’ In the 
last verse of the previous chapter we are told 
that amid their sorrows, ‘‘ God had respect unto 
them.’”’ How remarkably sorrow evokes respect 
both on the part of God and man! 

In all the variedness of their sorrows in the past 
and in the present, God has ample knowledge of 
His people’s need. Let us press this balmy 
truth upon our bruised hearts. God knows each 
single sorrow. Not one escapes His loving ob- 
servation. Never say, ‘‘God omits one of my 
sorrows from His calculation.” Not one does 
He fail to realize. And He knows our sorrows 
in their totality. We are apt, in sad hours, to 
say God forgets the sum total of my crushing 
burden. No! In all their awful roundedness 
God knows our griefs. He knows our temporal 
sorrows. When His people have the bricks to 
make without the straw being provided ; when 
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the labour of the kilns becomes anguish ; when 
the taskmasters are as ferocious demons, the 
voice of the Lord falls sweeter than the music 
of the spheres: “I know their sorrows.” 

And He knows our yet-more-grievous sorrows : 
the sorrows of the soul. Passions unsubdued. 
Sanctification sadly deferred. A neglected Bible. 
Prayer, restrained, or arid. Devoidness of love 
for the perishing souls of redeemed men. These 
are the most corrosive of human sorrows. 

Their surest consolation is that God knows 
them. Nothing mitigates them as does this. 
When all other comforts have failed this has 

‘soothed the anguish of millions amid their great 
tribulation: ‘‘ I know their sorrows.” Lay hold 
of this strong consolation, O groaning Israelite ! 
And keep hold of it till sorrows for ever cease. 
We cannot but hold dear a God Who views with 
tender eyes all the complex ills that flesh is heir to. 

2. “I know their sorrows’’—as being educa- 
tional. We cannot fathom the eternal mind, but 
we have this sure light upon the sorrows of God’s 
people: they are a Divine method of training us 
for eternity; they are a school of character. 
Israel was being fashioned for its God-ordained 
future by its agony in Egypt. As such God 
knew their sorrows. And as such God knows 
our sorrows, too. We cannot always so interpret 
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them, but at times the revealing light falls upon 
them, and we discern their true rationale. 

Sorrows are an education in prayer. The 
“cry” of Israel had risen to Heaven amid their 
trials. Grief extorts devotion. The long history 
of the saints is proof positive of this. Our own 
lives teach us this. When the tempests descend 
our prayers ascend. When the heart is sad it up- 
liftsitself toGod. ‘‘ Let sorrow be converted into 
prayer ” was the wise counsel of Bishop Westcott. 
If our sorrows are thus converted we are eternal 
gainers. Have your sorrows had this effect upon 
you? Then you cannot deny that by their means 
the sublimest branch of human education has 
been furthered in you. Sorrows educate us in 
faith, They make the unseen real, They cause 
the invisible to dominate the visible. They enable 
us to live in mystic worlds even whilst environed 
by the dull grey skies of time. Sorrows educate 
us in patience. They cool our too-fevered hearts, 
They calm our perturbed souls. They win for 
us our real selves. They make us men. They 
fashion in us again the image and likeness of God, 
And sorrows educate us in sympathy. They, 
through grace, take the adamant out of our hearts. 
We look upon mankind with larger and with 
kindlier eyes. We are made ‘“kindlier with our 
kind,” 
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Is it not worth enduring sorrows when they yield 
such issues? As the years pass we more and 
more deliberately answer “yes.” In the fair 
world to which we travel we shall turn that “ yes ”’ 
into an immortal song. 

3. “I know their sorrows ’’—sympathetically. 
One might say as he hears this message, “‘ But 
the knowledge is perchance cold and remote.” 
No. It is no wise such. The original word 
rendered ‘‘ know” is a word which implies a 
personal feeling of tenderness and comparison. 
Love quivers in this word. God knows our 
sorrows with intensest sympathy. John Trapp 
comments in his apt way upon this text of mine 
and calls it “‘ A sweet support to a sinking soul.”’ 
Such it is; such it was intended to be; such let 
it be to you, my sorrow-ridden friend. 

Be very sure, oh much-tried Israelites, of the 
sympathy of God! When all other props shake, 
this will abide steady and strong. It has been 
demonstrated in Christ the Incarnate God. He 
was a living manifestation of the sympathy of 
the Father. “ Jesus wept,” and those tears dis- 
close and dramatize the compassion which reigns 
in Heaven. 

Believe against all odds in the sympathizing 
God. If you are alone in your griefs you are not 
alone, for the most fatherly Father is with you. 


P 
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“In every pang that rends the heart, Eternal 
Mercy bears a part.” 

4. “I know their sorrows ’’—experimentally. 
How Old Testament words deepen in New Testa- 
ment times! This is a richer oracle now—far 
richer—than when first it left Jehovah’s gracious 
lips. God has lived upon this earth. He was 
“ manifested in the flesh.” The God of gods was 
amanamong men. And He bore all the sorrows 
we can ever know. He was, as prophecy foretold, 
‘“‘a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief.” 
As Thomas Goodwin has it, He was “‘a man of 
sorrows ”’ that He might be “‘ a man of succours.”’ 
And our God and Saviour 7s a man of succours 
to-day. He knows our sorrows by personal ex- 
perience. He has forded the rivers, and faced 
the fires, and borne the tribulations. Believe 
this, I charge you, and amid all your sorrows 
find strengthening solace in that inestimable fact. 

5. “I know their sorrows ’’—comfortingly, 
There is a perpetual temptation to suffering 
Israelites to think that God holds Himself far 
aloof from their oppressions, and taskmasters, 
and cries. But this temptation must be per- 
sistently rebutted. God assures us that asa 
Consoler He knows our sorrows. He intervenes 
to hold us up. He is never nearer than when we 
are burdened, dismayed, overwhelmed. St. Paul, 
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who knew sorrow as men have seldom known it, 
blessed God as the God ‘‘ Who comforteth us in 
all our troubles.” How lovely and lovable is 
such a God! Andis not this the God of our ex- 
perience ? It is the specially delightful title of 
the Holy Spirit that He is “‘ the Comforter.” 
As such multitudes of God’s people know Him 
every day of their troubled lives. O seek thus 
to realize Him amid all the sorrows which darken 
thy life ! 

6. “I know their sorrows’’—as to theiy dura- 
tion. God had put a period to Israel’s woe. 
“Tam come down to deliver them,” He cries 
(v. 8). Not a day longer than He had assigned 
should they groan by reason of their taskmasters. 
Soon their griefs should be history. And Israel’s 
estate is ours, specially ours in Christ. ‘‘ Your 
sorrow shall be turned into joy,” said the departing 
Lord. Such a metamorphosis constantly takes 
place under the ministry of the Holy Spirit. 
It will infallibly occur in your lives if you receive 
by faith that blessed spirit. 

“‘ Sorrow and sighing shall flee away,’’ is God’s 
own beatific word. The dreary story shall soon 
-reach its “‘ Finis.” God knows our sorrows as 
brief indeed compared with the “eternal weight 
of glory.” 

Commit your oft-sorrowful lives to this God of 
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love. Confide your souls to His Atoning Son. 
He says “I know their sorrows.” Believe this 
“sweet word ”’ and glorious joys shall flash upon 
your griefs. 
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Sunday-school Chronicle. 


** One cannot but be struck with the suggestiveness of these brief but 
illuminating ‘ studies.’ '—Churchman. 
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Christian World. 
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Popular Science is a subject always attractive, and it is hoped 
that this book may be a help in providing material for parochial 
lectures. 


Sir Ortver LopceE says: ‘I heartily recognise the excellence of your 
aims, which I take to be three :— First, to provide topics of real interest 
and enlightenment for people living in country districts ; second, to instil 
into the minds of people in general a wider acquaintance with the 
ordinary facts of nature; and third, to show that recent discoveries of 
science are in no way hostile to a rational and deeply reverent attitude 
towards religion.” 
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lished on Future Recognition. The question whether, if we reach the 
land of the redeemed, we shall be permitted to know our friends, is often 
put, and it will be a comfort to the anxious and to the mourner to have a 


well-reasoned reply. . . . I sincerely hope that this needful treatise will 
confirm the faith of many.” 
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‘*A volume that will be found most valuable for Mission Study 
Circles, C.E, Missionary Libraries, and Bible-Class Missionary 
Bands. Primarily intended for C.M.S. workers, this excellent 
handbook will be servicable to any who are interested in Paul's 
life, or concerned to know the great underlying principles of 
Christian Missions." —Sunday-school Times. 


‘€In ‘St. Paul and his Converts’ we have skill in drawing out a 
lesson, insight in getting at the inner meaning of a passage of 
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- » « It cannot fail to be a help to all its possessors, and a 
treasured friend. ’'—Record, 
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abundant fruit. There are very few sermons which bear the test 
of print, but Mr. Clark’s come out of the ordeal triumphantly. 
So long as he can give us such suggestive, spiritual, and felicitous 
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thought, and is full of hope.” —Brtzsh Congregationalist, 
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sermons.”—Methodist Times. 
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The DEAN OF CANTERBURY says: ‘‘ Peculiarly valuable as an 
Introduction to the study of Dogmatic Theology. It surveys 
more comprehensively than any English book on the subject the 
general course of Theology in early, medizeval, and modern times, 
and illustrates the principles of the various systems—whether 
Catholic or Protestant—which have from time to time prevailed. 
The book will afford a student a good general conception of 
the problems of Theology, and will give him very valuable 
guidance in appreciating the issues at stake,” 


Principal A. J. Tart, M.A., says: ‘‘ A work which ought to be 
in the hands of everyone who is engaged in preparing either 
others or himself for the pastoral office.” 


‘We think the book should be one of very great utility to any 
willing to work at a solid piece of learning, and not lazily seeking 
to make a rapid survey of the subject.” —ecord. 


“It is admirable, and of immense value, especially to the 
younger clergy.” —Lglish Churchman, 


‘“‘The whole range of systematic theology is covered, for it is a 
book of over six hundred pages. But it is well written and will 
not weary."—Lxfposztory Times. 


LONDON: ROBERT SCOTT, PATERNOSTER ROW, E.C, 








THE DUST OF DESIRE ; or, 
IN THE DAYS OF BUDDHA. 


By EVELYN S. KARNEY (C.E.Z.M.S.), Author of 
‘‘Broken Snares,” etc. Introduction by the Rev. W. 
ST. CLAIR TISDALL, D.D. Prefatory Article by 
the Rev. W. O. E. OESTERLEY, D.D. 


Large Crown 8vo. Cloth Gilt, 3s. 6d. sez. 
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From the Rev. W. O. E, OESTERLEY’S Article: 


‘‘Even a slight knowledge of the religion of Buddha is sufficient to 
show how much there is in it that is attractive and even fascinating. 
To the mystic, to the philosopher, to the moralist, as well as to the 
religiously-minded, there is an immense deal that appeals. But 
it must be confessed that alongside of the attractive features of 
Buddhism there is very much indeed that is positively repellent ; 
if Buddhism has a certain vogue among some who live in European 
countries to-day, it is because they have adopted an eclectic form of 
that faith which is far from being identical with any of the various 
forms of Buddhism—such as exists in Burmah, India, Central 
Asia, China, Japan, Korea, Tibet, and elsewhere; for it is a fact 
to be remembered that Buddhism varies according to the different 
countries in which it exists. 


‘‘The writer of the charming story, told in the following pages, 
places her readers within a mental atmosphere in a way which only 
one thoroughly conversant with the subject treated of is able to 
do ; she shows the essential inadequacy of Buddhism, not by means 
of argument, but by telling a story full of deep pathos, in which 
the heroine is brought through the stress of sorrow to yearn fora 
hope which the religion of Buddha could not offer. It will help to 
the understanding and appreciation of her story if it is prefaced by 
a few words regarding the founder of Buddhism, and of the religion 
which bears his name. The word ‘ Buddha’ is not a proper name, 
as is often supposed, but a descriptive title, and means ‘a wise’ or 
‘an enlightened’ one. There were Buddhas before ‘ Buddhism,’ as 
a religion, came into existence; but #ke Buddha, jar excellence, 
was Gautama. He was born about the year 560 B.C. ; the place of 
his birth had long been forgotten, but was identified as recently as 
the year 1895, when a pillar was discovered which had been set up 
by the Buddhist Emperor Asoka (he reigned from 273-231 B.C.) | 
during a pilgrimage undertaken with the purpose of visiting all the 
sacred sites connected with Gautama, and worshipping at them.” 
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